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To  the  Reader 


Baptist  associations  are  foundational  to  the  way  Southern  Baptist 
operate.  Yet,  a  Baptist  association  is  probably  the  least  understood 
of  all  Baptist  organizations.  It  is,  therefore,  the  purpose  of  this  book 
to  help  members  and  friends  of  Atlantic  Baptist  Association  to  un- 
derstand why  the  Association  was  started,  how  it  was  started,  how  it 
operated,  what  churches  constituted  it,  and  what  has  been  ac- 
complished. This  writing  allows  the  reader  to  examine  Atlantic  Bap- 
tist Association's  history  in  order  to  help  determine  the  direction  of 
the  Association's  future. 

My  sincere  thanks  to  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Wright,  author,  for  the  end- 
less hours  and  expenses  of  gathering,  writing,  and  editing  the  infor- 
mation compiled  about  Atlantic  Baptist  Association.  She  has  done  an 
outstanding  job.  Generations  to  come  will  express  thanks  to  our  Lord 
for  her  efforts  in  recording  Atlantic  Baptist  Association's  heritage. 

Together  In  Christ, 


Keith  T.  Hamilton 
March  27,  1988 


From  the  Author 


The  writing  of  a  history  of  the  At- 
lantic Baptist  Association  was  under- 
taken at  the  request  of  the  Centennial 
Committee  of  the  Association,  which 
was  appointed  in  1981  by  Rev.  Bill 
Voorhes,  Moderator. 

After  a  couple  years  of  research 
and  writing,  the  book  was  completed. 
Because  of  circumstances  beyond  the 
control  of  the  committee,  the  book 
was  not  published  as  part  of  the  Cen- 
tennial Celebration. 
In  1987  the  Association  voted  at  the  mid-year  meeting  to  publish 
a  condensed  version  of  the  original  unpublished  manuscript. 

A  new  committee  was  appointed  and  given  the  specific  task  of 
preparing  and  having  published  the  history  of  the  Association.  Those 
appointed  to  serve  on  the  committee  were  Rev.  Blair  Little,  Dr.  Donald 
Hadley,  Rev.  Ronald  Curley,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Wright  and  Rev.  Keith 
Hamilton. 

It  was  a  difficult  task  to  condense  a  six  hundred  page  manuscript 
down  to  less  than  250  pages.  The  committee  prayerfully  considered 
all  options  and  we  seek  to  present  to  you  an  accurate  picture  of  Bap- 
tist work  in  this  area. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Baptists  throughout  the  state 
for  their  generous  response  in  sending  pictures,  articles  and  other  in- 
formation so  this  project  could  be  completed.  We  are  indebted  to  our 
forefathers,  for  without  them  there  would  be  no  history.  Our  task  was 
made  easier  because  of  the  accurate  records  of  past  historians  in  the 
churches,  Association,  and  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion. 

Many  people  helped  prepare  this  history  in  printed  form.  All  Bap- 
tists in  North  Carolina  helped  make  the  history  a  reality  because  of 
their  spiritual  journey  down  through  the  years. 

Special  recognition  needs  to  be  given  to  some  people  for  their  help, 
without  which  this  work  could  not  have  been  completed. 

Thanks  go  to  Mrs.  Barbara  Kennie  of  New  Bern  for  her  willingness 
to  drive  me  wherever  I  needed  to  go  and  her  help  in  gathering  infor- 
mation needed  for  the  research. 

Dr.  John  Woodard  and  Mrs.  Myrtle  Lytle  of  the  Baptist  Historical 
Collection  in  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina  worked  with  me  on 
numerous  occasions  while  I  was  at  Winston-Salem  doing  research. 
They  not  only  helped  in  gathering  information,  but  they  read  the  com- 
pleted manuscript  and  made  corrections  that  were  most  helpful  in 
"getting  the  book  together." 


I  owe  a  special  thanks  to  the  people  of  the  Atlantic  Association  and 
the  Centennial  Committee  for  having  confidence  in  me  and  giving  me 
the  privilege  of  writing  this  book;  and, to  Rev.  Bill  Voorhes  for  asking 
me  to  serve  on  the  Centennial  Committee.  Many  thanks  go  to  Rev. 
Buford  Lewis  for  the  endless  hours  he  spent  taking  pictures  and  help- 
ing to  select  pictures  to  be  used.  Thanks  go  to  Mr.  Dick  Barber  for 
making  pictures  of  the  churches. 

I  am  indeed  grateful  to  Dr.  Jack  Hinton,  Rev.  Blair  Little,  Rev. 
Ronald  Curley,  Rev.  Keith  Hamilton  and  Dr.  Donald  Hadley.  They 
worked  diligently  to  see  this  project  completed  within  the  guidelines 
given  by  the  Association  and  they  are  to  be  commended  for  their  fine 
work.  They  were  supportive  to  me  and  served  as  editors  to  the  book. 

Last,  but  certainly  not  least,  I  want  to  thank  my  family  for  their 
support  and  encouragement  to  accept  this  undertaking.  My  husband, 
Fletcher,  allowed  me  the  freedom  to  work  on  the  book.  He  skipped 
meals,  lost  sleep  and  lived  with  literally  boxes  of  history  for  several 
years  without  complaint.  He  traveled  with  me  all  over  North  Carolina 
to  do  research  and  at  times,  helped. 

As  you  read  this  book,  it  is  my  desire  that  you  will  be  able  to  catch 
a  glimpse  of  what  kind  of  life  our  Baptist  ancestors  lived  and  the 
sacrifices  they  made  so  that  our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  might  be 
stronger  and  that  we  would  be  able  to  worship  in  peace  and  harmony 
with  our  fellowman. 


February  1,  1988 
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Chapter  I 


The  Organization  and  Structure  of 
the  Association 


Introduction 

Associations  came  into  existence  because  of  basic  needs  of  the  early 
churches.  Most  of  the  churches  were  small  and  separated  by  con- 
siderable distance.  Pastors  soon  realized  the  need  for  fellowship  with 
other  pastors  and  churches.  They  experienced  an  identity  crisis.  Early 
Baptists  wanted  to  know  who  they  were  and  how  they  were  different 
from  other  denominations.  The  association  addressed  some  of  these 
needs  through  doctrinal  statements,  many  of  which  still  exist  today. 

Today  an  association  is  described  as  "a  self-governing  fellowship  of 
autonomous  churches,  sharing  a  common  faith,  and  active  on  mission 
in  their  setting." 

The  Atlantic  Association,  according  to  its  Constitution  and  Bylaws, 
states  its  purpose  as:  "It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Association,  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  cooperation  with  the  State  and 
Southern  Baptist  Conventions,  to  undergird,  provide  resources,  and 
assist  in  the  growth  of  the  local  churches,  in  the  promotion  of  Chris- 
tian missions,  training,evangelism,  education,  social  ministries,  new 
church  starts,  fellowship,  and  counseling  in  crisis  situations  and 
church  polity." 

The  Atlantic  Association 

The  Atlantic  Baptist  Baptist  Association  is  composed  of  cooperat- 
ing Baptist  Churches  in  the  area  of  the  Association.  The  Association 
determines  its  membership  and  may  receive  or  reject  churches  accord- 


ing  to  the  Constitution  and  Bylaws  of  the  Association. 

The  Association  meets  twice  each  year.  On  Thursday  and  Friday 
after  the  fourth  Sunday  in  October  it  holds  its  annual  meeting.  On 
the  fourth  Thursday  in  April  it  holds  its  Mid-year  meeting,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  associational  officers  and  committee  members, 
transacting  associational  miscellaneous  business,  and  sharing  an  as- 
sociational program  emphasis.  Those  elected  at  the  Mid- Year  Meet- 
ing begin  active  service  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  associational  year. 

Messengers  to  the  associational  meetings  are  elected  by  each 
church.  Each  church  is  allowed  one  (1)  messenger  for  each  fifty  (50) 
members  of  the  church,  provided  each  church  shall  have  no  less  than 
three  (3)  nor  more  than  ten  (10)  messengers.  In  addition  to  these,  pas- 
tors of  member  churches  shall  serve  as  messengers.  These,  along  with 
the  Director  of  Missions,  associational  officers,  committee  chairper- 
sons, trustees,  and  all  other  persons  who  are  currently  serving  in  an 
elected  position  on  the  Associational  level,  constitute  the  voting  body 
of  the  Association. 

Each  affiliated  church  is  independent  and  sovereign  in  its  own  af- 
fairs and  the  Association  has  no  authority  over  the  churches.  Relation- 
ships are  strictly  cooperative  in  practice  and  advisory  in  nature. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  are  Moderator,  Vice  Moderator, 
Clerk,  Treasurer,  Assistant  Treasurer,  Auditor,  Historian,  Parliamen- 
tarian and  Director  of  Missions.  Other  officers  include  Sunday  School 
Director,  Vacation  Bible  School  Director,  Church  Training  Director, 
WMU  Director,  Brotherhood  Director,  Royal  Ambassador  Direc- 
tor.Associational  Baptist  Men's  Director,  Associational  Music  Direc- 
tor, Youth  Ministry  Coordinator,  Church  Media  Director,  Stewardship 
and  Cooperative  Program  Director,  Christian  Life  Director,Seminary 
Extension  Director,  Annuity  Director,  and  Pastoral  Ministries  Direc- 
tor. 

The  Executive  Committee 

The  Executive  Committee  is  composed  of  officers  of  the  Associa- 
tion, the  Director  of  Missions,  each  active  pastor  and  staff  member, 
and  two  lay  members  from  each  cooperating  church,  elected  by  their 
church  and  certified  as  such  on  their  annual  church  letter.  Chairman 
of  all  associational  committees  also  serve.The  executive  Committee 
meets  quarterly.  It  hears  reports  from  committees,  organizational 
heads,  special  projects  and  the  Director  of  Missions.  The  Committee 
transacts  business  for  the  Association  between  sessions  except  as 
limited  by  the  Constitution.  The  Committee  reports  to  the  Associa- 
tion between  sessions  except  as  limited  by  the  Constitution.  The  Com- 
mittee reports  to  the  Association  at  the  Annual  and  Mid-year 
meetings. 

Committees 

Standing  Committees  of  the  Association  are  Missions  Develop- 


ment,  Committee  on  Nominations,  Order  of  Business  and  Program 
Personnel.  Evangelism,  Finance,  Ordinations.  Constitution,  Member- 
ship, Building  and  Grounds,  Resolutions,  Memorials  and  Committee 
on  Committees. 

Each  committee  is  elected  on  a  rotating  basis  and  the  number  for 
each  committee  is  determined  according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  As- 
sociation. 

What  Is  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Association 

The  Atlantic  Baptist  Association  is  currently  made  up  of  thirty- 
eight  churches  and  two  missions.  These  churches  and  missions  are  lo- 
cated in  Craven,  Jones,  Pamlico,  Beaufort  and  Carteret  Counties. 
Membership  in  these  churches  totaled  11,208  in  1987. 

The  associational  organizations  have  a  full  slate  of  officers  that  are 
trained  to  help  churches  as  help  is  needed.  Workshops  and  special 
seminars  are  held  throughout  the  year  to  assist  local  church  leaders 
in  their  tasks  as  church  leaders. 

Meetings  are  held  for  youth,  singles  and  senior  adults  to  encourage 
fellowship. 

The  Associational  Center  is  located  in  Havelock,  North  Carolina. 
The  Center  provides  offices  for  the  Director  of  Missions,  Association- 
al Secretary  and  other  employed  staff  members. 

Besides  serving  as  an  office  for  the  associational  staff,  the  Associa- 
tional Center  maintains  a  media-library  center  with  a  variety  of  books 
and  literature  that  is  available  to  churches  on  a  loan  basis.  It  also  has 
visual-aid  equipment  that  is  available  to  churches  free  of  charge. 

How  Is  the  Association  Financed? 

The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Association,  which  is  composed  of 
six  members  elected  on  a  rotating  basis,  meets  annually  and  draws 
up  a  budget  each  year.  The  budget  is  drawn  up  after  consultation  with 
associational  staff,  department  leaders  and  committee  chairmen.  The 
budget  is  presented  to  the  Executive  Committee  and  brought  to  the 
Executive  Committee  Meeting  in  June  for  appraisal.  Final  adoption 
is  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  October. 

Churches  in  the  Association  are  encouraged  to  give  at  least  five 
percent  of  their  total  receipts  to  the  Association. 

The  Associational  Budget  for  1987-1988  is  $109,500.00.  Total  opera- 
tion figures  for  1986-1987  were  as  follows: 

Operating  Balance  10-1-86  $2,291.59 

Total  Receipts  $115,316.81 

Total  Disbursements  $113,786.58 

Closing  Balance  9-30-87  $3,821.82 


Employed  Associational  Staff 


Rev.  Keith  Hamilton 
Mrs.  Judy  Russ 
Mrs.  Carol  Baker 

Mrs.  Sumiko  Sidelinger 


u 

Rev.  Keith  Hamilton 


Director  of  Missions 

Associational  Secretary 

Director  of  Resort  Ministry 

for  Carteret  County 

Director  of  Japanese  Ministries 


Mrs.  Carol  Baker 


Mrs.  Sumiko  Sidelinger 


Summary 

The  primary  function  of  the  association  is  to  assist  the  churches  in 
their  mission  of  winning  persons  to  a  saving  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ.  The  means  by  which  this  task  is  accomplished  determines  what 
the  work  of  the  association  is  for  any  given  year.  Mission  conferen- 
ces, leadership  workshops,  evangelistic  rallies,  new  church  starts,  and 
so  forth,  are  tools  the  association  makes  available  to  churches  to  as- 
sist them  in  reaching  the  lost  world. 

The  Association  is  not  an  extra  organization  of  the  church  but  an 


extension,  and  together  they  are  able  to  accomplish  missions,  mini- 
stries and  outreach  projects  that  neither  could  do  alone.  The  associa- 
tion serves  as  a  funnel  by  which  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State 
Convention  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  can  channel  infor- 
mation and  finances  to  the  local  church. 

The  key  to  the  work  done  in  the  local  church  and  the  association  is 
cooperation.  Each  compliments  the  other  and  the  outlook  is  a  blend 
that  enlarges  the  missionary  vision  and  makes  possible  the  goal  of 
reaching  the  lost  world  by  the  year  2000. 

Associational  Schools 

The  Atlantic  Institute 

A  Baptist  Academy  was  organized  in 
1900  under  the  guidance  of  the  Atlantic 
Association  and  was  located  in 
Morehead  City.  The  academy  was  called 
the  "Atlantic  Institute."  Deeds  to  four 
lots  were  transferred  to  the  Association 
for  an  associational  school.  The  proper- 
ty was  valued  at  $600.00.  A  building 
fund  was  started  and  $500  was  solicited. 
The  Committee  was  not  able  to  erect 
a  building  for  the  first  school  term,  and  quarters  were  rented  for  $5.00 
a  month. 

Rev.  A.  W.  Setzer,  Pastor  of  Morehead  City  First,  was  the  first 
principal,  and  his  teachers  were  Miss  Addie  Jones  and  Miss  Maude 
Davis. 

The  school  was  located  on  Arendell  Street,  Morehead  City.  It  was 
incorporated  by  the  state  legislature,  and  opened  its  doors  for  the  first 
session  on  September  17,  1901. 

Trustees  were  appointed  as  follows: 
J.  C.  Whitty  A.  W.  Setzer  M.  L.  Davis 

W.  C  Holton  M.  S.  Webb  S.  A.  Starling 

T.  J.  Mitchell  R.  L.  Paul  L.  L.  Leary 

T.  D.  Webb  A.  D.  Ward  J.  B.  Holland 

The  second  term  began  in  1902  with  70  pupils  enrolled,  and  the 
faculty  had  increased  to  5. 

A  dormitory  was  needed.  Attendance  dropped  because  of  the  fact 
that  there  was  not  a  dorm  and  the  financial  obligation  of  the  school 
put  great  stress  on  the  Association. 

Baptists  in  the  Association  wanted  the  school  and  realized  the  im- 
portance of  such,  but  were  not  able  to  financially  keep  it  in  operation. 

The  school  closed  in  1907.  When  the  city  school  system  was  adopted 
in  1908,  it  took  over  the  operation  of  the  school. 


Winterville  High  School 

When  Miss  Nannie  C.  Cox  returned  to  her  home  in  Winterville  (Pitt 
County)  in  1895,  after  completing  training  at  the  Nornmal  and  In- 
dustrial School  for  Teachers  in  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  she 
bought  a  lot  and  built  a  boarding  house  and  academy  building.  The 
two-teacher  school  was  called  "The  Winterville  Academy." 

In  1900  the  Neuse  Association  became  aware  of  the  need  for  a  high 
school  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  The  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion selected  Winterville  because  the  school  was  offered  to  them  if 
they  would  operate  and  equip  the  school. 

On  February  5,  1901,  the  school  was  incorporated  as  "The  Winter- 
ville High  School."  Mr.  A.  G.  Cox,  brother  of  Miss  Nannie  Cox,  was 
one  of  18  Trustees  elected.  The  charter  stated  that  they  were  to  con- 
duct the  school  under  the  auspices  of  the  Neuse  White  Baptist  As- 
sociation. One  of  the  stipulations  of  the  charter  was  "That  it  shall  be 
unlawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  manufacture,  sell,  give  or  dis- 
pose of  any  spirituous  malt  or  any  other  intoxicating  liquors  at  or 
within  three  miles  of  said  Winterville  High  School."  The  school  was 
the  first  secondary  school  in  Pitt  County. 

Occupied  on  January  7,  1901,  the  first  building  was  built  on  a  four- 
acre  plot  of  land  donated  by  Amos  G.  Cox  and  B.  L.  Cox.  The  two- 
story  building  was  54  feet  by  54  feet.  It  contained  four  large  recitation 
rooms,  a  large  chapel  and  four  small  rooms  for  music  and  art. 

School  opened  with  20-25  boarding  students  and  day  students.  Stu- 
dents from  surrounding  counties  boarded  and  students  from  Green- 
ville and  nearby  communities  commuted  by  horse  and  buggy,  bicycle, 
or  on  foot.  G.  E.  Lineberry,  a  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College,  served 
as  the  first  principal. 

The  Atlantic  Baptist  Association  endorsed  the  school  in  1901. 

A  girl's  dorm  was  added  in  1902  with  19  bedrooms,  2  baths,  a  par- 
lor and  a  dinning  room.  This  building  was  located  on  the  West  side  of 
the  grounds.  Later  2  boy's  dorms  were  built;  one  had  15  rooms  and 
the  other  16. 

By  1908  the  campus  had  grown  to  seven  acres  and  had  four  build- 
ings. Room  and  board  was  $9.60  per  month.  That  included  fuel  and 
lights.  All  rooms  had  electric  lights.  Tuition  paid  in  advance  was  $5.00 
for  first  primary;  $7.50  for  second  primary;  and,  $17.50  for  high  school. 

In  1910  the  Roanoke  Baptist  Association  became  co-owners  of  the 
school.  The  Charter  was  amended  in  1911  to  "Neuse- Atlantic  and 
Roanoke  Associations." 

There  were  277  students  in  1913-1914  and  they  came  from  22  coun- 
ties. 

Tragedy  struck  in  August  1916.  The  Administration  Building  was 
struck  by  lightning  and  burned  to  the  ground.  Because  of  the  uncer- 
tainties of  World  War  I,  no  plans  were  made  to  rebuild  it.  Instead, 
classes  were  held  in  the  girls'  dorm.  Even  before  the  fire,  the  school 
debt  had  increased  to  over  $6,000.00. 

A  new  administration  building  was  started  in  the  spring  of  1919. 


Before  it  was  completed,  tragedy  struck  again.  The  girls'  dorm  burned 
as  a  result  of  an  overheated  school.  School  was  not  held  any  more  that 
year  but  some  students  were  taught  by  Miss  Dora  Cox. 

When  the  school  opened  in  1920,  it  was  a  state-operated  school. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Cox  did  not  consent  for  the  school  to  be  turned  over  to 
the  state  until  he  was  convinced  that  it  would  be  better  as  a  state 
school  than  as  a  church  school. 


Woman's  Missionary  Union 

The  involvement  of  women  in  missions  goes 
back  to  the  sepulcher  and  the  women  who  found 
the  stone  rolled  away:  "and  they  remembered  his 
words  and  returned  from  the  sepulcher  and  told 
all  these  things  unto  the  eleven  and  to  all  the 
rest."  Luke  24:8-  9. 

Female  Cent  and  Mite  Societies  sprang  up  in 
North  Carolina  as  early  as  1816  when  Luther 
Rice  traveled  up  and  down  the  east  coast  in 
horse  and  buggy  creating  interest  and  support 
for  Foreign  Missions.  These  little  groups  of 
women  would  meet  and  pray  and  sew.  They 
saved  their  egg  and  butter  money  and  sacrifi- 
cially  gave  to  missions. 

Missionary  Societies  were  in  the  Atlantic  As- 
sociation before  the  Association  was  organized. 
It  was  not  until  1889  that  a  permanent  organiza- 
tion for  WMU  was  formed.  That  meeting  was  held  in  Davis  on  Oc- 
tober 13,  1889.  Miss  A.  E.  Draughn  was  President  and  Mrs.  Hight  C. 
Moore,  Secretary. 

Meetings  in  the  early  years  were  held  at  the  same  time  the  Associa- 
tional  Meeting  was  held.  Many  times  meetings  were  held  at  a 
Methodist  Church  or  a  school.  They  were  inspirational  and  the  main 
emphasis  was  giving  to  mission  causes. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  North  Carolina  was  organized 
January  8,  1886.  Dr.  Theodore  Whitfield,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  New  Bern  and  Vice  President  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
was  deeply  concerned  and  impressed  with  the  idea  that  women  in  the 
South  be  organized  for  united  work  in  missions.  He  traveled  to  Raleigh 
on  January  5,  1886  and  met  with  Dr.  C.  T.  Bailey  and  Miss  Fannie 
Heck.  Dr.  Whitfield  presented  to  the  State  Mission  Board  the  need 
for  an  organization  for  women  in  regards  to  missions.  The  State  Mis- 
sion Board  was  receptive,  and  13  women  formed  the  Woman's  Central 
Committee  and  wasted  no  time  meeting,  on  January  8,  1886.  A  sleep- 
ing giant  had  been  awakened. 

The  Atlantic  Baptist  Association  can  be  proud  that  the  pastor  of 
New  Bern  First  was  a  pioneer  planter  of  the  woman's  missionary  move- 
ment in  North  Carolina. 

The  National  WMU  was  organized  in  Richmond,  Virginia  on  May 


11,  1888.  Mrs.  Theodore  Whitfield  presided  at  that  historic  meeting. 
Her  husband  was  then  pastor  of  Fulton  Baptist  Church  in  Richmond, 
Virginia. 


Mrs.  Theodore  Whitfield 


In  1906  the  Associational  WMU  met  once  again  at  Davis  in  the 
school  building.  Woodville,  Morehead,  Swansboro,  Davis  Shore,  New 
Bern,  Beaufort,  Bayboro  and  Piney  Grove  reported  a  society. 

When  the  Neuse-Atlantic  WMU  met  in  1908,  Mrs.  Pettaway  of 
Goldsboro  spoke  of  the  Royal  Ambassador  Program.  She  reported  on 
the  RA  Program  at  Goldsboro,  which  has  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  WMU  to  organize  a  RA  Chapter  in  the  state. 

The  new  century  brought  with  it  new  life  for  women.  They  learned 
to  speak  in  public  and  began  to  work  outside  the  home. 

By  1909,  the  number  of  women  in  WMS  had  increased  to  432.  They 
voted  to  hold  their  meetings  at  a  separate  time  from  the  annual  as- 
sociational meetings. 

Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  reported  in  1913  that  every  woman  in 
the  church  was  a  member  of  their  missionary  society.  When  the  An- 
nual Meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  that  year,  seven  men  dis- 
cussed the  "women's  work"  at  the  meeting.  The  women  were  not 


allowed  to  speak  at  these  meetings.  Yet,  they  were  highly  encouraged 
to  be  faithful  to  their  tasks.  The  Associational  Minutes  reflected  who 
was  in  charge  of  soliciting  funds  for  the  various  mission  causes  in  the 
churches  and  most  all  listed  were  women. 

The  state  WMU  met  at  First  Baptist  Church,  New  Bern,  in  1915. 

The  year  1915  also  marked  the  first  time  an  RA  organization  was 
included  in  the  WMU  Reports.  There  were  two:  Beaufort  First  and 
New  Bern  First. 

A  conference  for  RA  Leaders  and  Sunbeam  Leaders  was  held  in 
1917.  Morehead  City  had  a  YWA  Conference  and  YWA  Day  with  Miss 
Ruth  Dewey,  President. 

The  thirties  and  forties  were  lean  years  for  WMU  work.  Consider- 
ing that  country  had  gone  through  a  depression  and  war,  one  can  un- 
derstand why  the  work  dropped. 

Miss  Jane  Marshall  Jenkins  was  the  leader  of  the  Young  People's 
Union,  and  in  1947  there  were  401  in  the  group. 

Meetings  became  more  formal  and  were  not  as  long.  With  the 
decade  of  the  fifties  came  more  free  time  for  families,  and  youth  were 
attending  Fort  Caswell  in  the  summer  in  large  numbers.  Much  em- 
phasis was  placed  on  the  women  being  involved  in  personal  service. 

In  1962,  Girl's  Auxiliary  celebrated  their  75th  Anniversary  with  a 
banquet.  Over  300  girls  attended. 

The  first  Associational  Day  Camp  was  held  in  1964  and  the  GA's 
held  a  prayer  retreat  at  New  Bern  First  in  August,  1964. 

In  the  late  1960's  the  women  began  to  get  involved  in  mission  out- 
reach in  ways  different  to  prior  years. 

Rev.  H.  A.  Privette,  Director  of  Missions  was  constantly  looking 
for  ways  for  the  women  to  share  the  gospel.  He  encouraged  the  women 
to  become  involved  in  Mission  Bible  Schools.  They  responded  and  it 
sparked  a  rekindling  of  their  missionary  vision.  Women  were  reach- 
ing out  through  work  with  migrants,  the  Aged  and  Mission  Bible 
Schools. 

Mrs.  Marvin  Hays,  Associational  GA  Director,  conducted  a  GA 
Camp  with  girls  and  counselors  in  attendance.  The  camp  was  another 
way  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  missions  to  the  girls  in  the  chur- 
ches. 

At  the  close  of  1969,  the  total  enrollment  for  WMU  Organizations 
was  1,555. 

The  decade  of  the  seventies  brought  with  it  change.  WMU  organiza- 
tions and  literature  took  on  new  names.  Conferences  were  held  to  help 
make  the  transition  more  smoothly.  The  changes  did  not  take  place 
at  once.  Women  were  slow  to  respond  and  enrollment  dropped. 

By  1973,  women  began  to  ask  for  help  in  making  changes  in  the 
work.  Mrs.  W.  D.  Lee,  Sr.,  Associational  WMU  Director,  held  a  leader- 
ship conference  with  93  in  attendance. 

Mrs.  Maxine  Maners,  Associational  GA  Director  in  1973,  held  an 
Associational  GA  Mission  Fair.  Many  of  the  local  churches  were  rep- 
resented and  they  came  dressed  in  the  native  dress  of  the  country 
they  represented. 


At  the  close  of  1979,  there  were  36  churches  and  33  reported  a 
WMU  organization,  with  a  combined  membership  of  1,410. 

The  changes  that  took  place  in  the  seventies  really  opened  new 
doors  for  mission  outreach  in  the  eighties. 

WMU  annual  meetings  continue  to  be  held,  as  well  as  leadership 
conferences  for  all  age-levels. 

Mrs.  Roger  Kanouff  became 
Associational  WMU  Director  in 
1982.  She  served  until  June 
1986,  when  her  family  moved  to 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  Once 
again  the  missionary  vision  of 
the  women  was  sparked  as  Mrs. 
Kanuoff  shed  new  light  on  WMU 
work.  She  encouraged  more 
women  to  be  involved  in  the  an- 
nual meetings  and  actively  sup- 
ported women  becoming  more 
involved  in  mission  projects  of  the  local  church  and  association. 

In  1986,  Mrs.  Kanouff  made  arrangements  for  Miss  Carolyn 
Weatherford,  Executive  Director  of  WMU,  S.  B.  C,  to  speak  at  the 
WMU  annual  meeting  held  at  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  in  April 
1986.  Over  500  men  and  women  attended  the  meeting.  The  women  of 
the  Association  made  a  Centennial  Quilt  in  observance  of  the  North 
Carolina  WMU  100th  Anniversary.  The  quilt  was  presented  to  Miss 
Weatherford. 

Earlier  that  year  the  Associational  WMU  held  a  Centennial  obser- 
vance at  National  Avenue  Baptist  Church.  There  were  over  200 
registered.  Highlights  included  a  slide  presentation  of  WMU  History 
and  a  Fashion  Show  of  the  100  years  of  WMU  work  in  the  state  and 
Association. 

Certainly  the  missionary  vision  of  women  has  changed  since  that 
first  meeting  in  1889.  Women  continue  to  seek  new  ways  to  reach  out 
and  touch  the  lives  of  those  hurting.  Women  are  a  vital  link  in  the 
challenge  of  carrying  the  gospel  to  the  lost  world. 

Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Harrell  is  the  current  associational  WMU  Director. 
WMU  enrollment  in  1987  was  1,427.  Thirty-two  churches  reported  or- 
ganizations. 

Time  nor  space  permit  the  naming  of  the  many  women  responsible 
for  Woman's  Missionary  Union  in  the  Atlantic  Association.  Each 
woman,  in  her  own  way,  heeded  the  call  of  the  Great  Commission  to 
"go  and  tell."  Women  must  continue  to  be  keenly  aware  of  those  they 
rub  shoulders  with  daily,  and  create  and  maintain  the  missionary 
vision  that  began  with  the  bold  witness  of  the  women  in  1887. 
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Miss  Blanche  Barrus 

Blanche  Josephine  Barrus  was  born 
in  Pollocksville,  North  Carolina  in  1888, 
the  daughter  of  Emma  Whitty  and 
Alexander  Barrus.  Her  mother  was  a 
charter  member  of  Pollocksville 
Church.  She  grew  up  in  a  strong  Bap- 
tist, mission-minded  family.  Her  aunt, 
Sarah  Haywood,  was  the  first  president 
of  the  WMU  at  Pollocksville. 

Blanche  gave  her  heart  to  the  Lord 
in  Pollocksville  and  soon  began  to  sense 
a  full-time  calling  into  full-time  mis- 
sionary service.  Blanche  graduated 
from  Meredith  College  in  May,  1910. 
She  returned  home  and  taught  school  in  Pollocksville. 

Before  the  ink  was  hardly  dry  on  her  diploma,  Blanche  was  chosen 
to  serve  as  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  of  North  Carolina;  she  was  the  first.  She  served  in  that  capacity 
for  five  years,  traveling  across  the  state  attending  associational  meet- 
ings and  visiting  churches.  Blanche  made  many  life-long  relationships 
and  vivid  impressions. 

Still  sensing  the  missionary  call,  Blanche  resigned  from  her  posi- 
tion with  WMU  and  entered  Woman's  Medical  College,  Philadelphia 
in  1916.  Her  plans  were  to  become  a  medical  missionary  to  India.  Upon 
graduation,  Blanche  applied  and  was  chosen  to  serve  her  internship 
at  Philadelphia  General  Hospital. 

During  her  internship,  she  learned  that  there  was  no  Southern  Bap- 
tist work  in  India.  The  Northern  Baptist  Convention  did  have  work 
in  India  and  contacted  Blanche.  In  1921  Dr.  Blanche  J.  Barrus  was 
appointed  a  medical  missionary  to  India  and  she  was  to  become  head 
of  the  new  Baptist  hospital  there. 

Everything  was  in  order  and  soon  Dr.  Barrus  would  see  her  life 
long  dream  become  a  reality.  With  only  a  few  more  weeks  of  inter- 
nship left,  Blanche  looked  forward  to  sailing  to  India.  Little  did  she 
know  that  her  dream  would  never  come  to  be. 

Blanche  became  ill  and  soon  learned  she  had  cancer  that  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  point  that  surgery  was  not  possible.  Her  dream  was 
shattered;  she  would  not  be  going  to  India.  She  completed  her  inter- 
nship and  took  a  long  needed  rest.  Blanche  said,  "I  do  not  want  to 
meet  God  with  an  unfinished  task." 

On  November  22,  1922,  the  Lord  called  Blanche  Barrus  home.  Her 
funeral  was  held  at  Pollocksville  on  November  25,  1922  at  noon.  Bap- 
tists from  all  across  the  state  came  to  pay  tribute  to  this  dedicated 
young  woman.  She  was  buried  at  the  cemetery  there,  overlooking  the 
Trent  River  where  she  was  baptized. 

When  the  state  WMU  met  at  Winston-Salem  for  its  next  session  a 
proposal  was  made  that  a  Nurses'  Home  be  built  at  Baptist  Hospital 
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in  memory  of  Blanche  Barms  and  that  the  WMU  lead  in  this  project. 
The  idea  was  readily  accepted  and  $20,500  was  given  through  the 
Heck- Jones  Memorial  Offering  and  WMU  contributions  on  Mother's 
Day.  In  recognition  of  these  gifts,  the  State  Convention  allowed 
theWMU  the  privilege  of  naming  the  building. 

The  "Blanche  Barrus  Nurses'  Home"  was  dedicated  March  9, 1928. 

In  1936  the  WMU  of  the  Atlantic  Association  voted  to  erect  a 
marker  at  the  grave  of  Blanche  Barrus.  The  minutes  of  1936  stated 
that  the  Memorial  Fund  had  been  met;  the  family  took  responsibility 
for  most  of  the  fund  and  the  marker  was  soon  to  be  erected. 

In  1943,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  J.  L.  Roddock,  a  Trustee  of  Bap- 
tist Hospital,  an  oil  portrait  of  Dr.  Barrus  was  presented  to  the  Nur- 
ses Home  from  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  North  Carolina. 

In  the  fall  of  1981,  the  Baptist  Young  Women  of  Pollocksville  named 
their  circle,  "The  Barrus  Circle." 

In  December  1981,  the  Baptist  Hospital  presented  the  Pollocksville 
Baptist  Church  the  oil  portrait  of  Blanche  Barrus. 

Sixty-six  years  have  gone  by  since  Blanche  Barrus  was  called  home 
with  the  Lord.  Young  people  today  still  sense  the  missionary  call  to 
serve  at  home  and  abroad.  The  missionary  vision  of  serving  others 
continues  to  be  alive  and  well  in  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Association,  per- 
haps because  of  the  burning  desire  of  a  young  girl  in  Pollocksville 
named  Blanche  Josephine  Barrus. 


IV  A I 


Baptist  Brotherhood 

The  first  recorded  information 
concerning  the  organization  of  a 
men's  missionary  union  within  the 
Atlantic  Baptist  Association  was 
found  in  the  minutes  of  the  As- 
sociational  Meeting  of  1914  which 

"L.  T.  McCabe  and  Dr.  J.  M. 
Parrott  listed  as  being  on  the  committee  for  the  Men's  Missionary 
Union." 

E.  H.  Baines  was  elected  Brotherhood  President  in  1927  and  his 
report  was  as  follows: 

"If  this  organization  has  held  any  meetings,  converted  any  souls  or 
done  anything  for  the  upbuilding  of  God's  Kingdom,  it  has  not  come 
to  my  knowledge. " 

At  the  close  of  his  report,  Brother  Baines  recommended  that  the 
Brotherhood  be  abandoned  or  be  recognized  and  go  to  work. 

The  work  evidently  did  not  continue  as  there  were  no  reports  given 
at  annual  meetings  until  1943  when  Rev.  G.  C.  Hedgepath  asked  that 
space  be  given  on  the  program  for  Brotherhood  work. 

Rev.  Hedgepath  died  in  1945  and  there  was  a  lapse  of  six  years  in 
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the  work. 

These  lapses  could  be  misleading.  Several  factors  need  to  be  remem- 
bered. The  Depression  and  World  War  I  and  World  War  II  took  place 
during  these  years.  Many  men  and  young  boys  were  taken  from  their 
homes  and  many  never  returned. 

The  Associational  Minutes  reflected  that  the  men  supported  the 
mission  work  that  was  done  by  the  women,  and  their  concern  for  mis- 
sions was  shown  in  their  reports  on  foreign,  home  and  state  missions. 
In  1951  Rev.  Marvin  Haire  spoke  to  the  Association  on  the  impor- 
tance of  the  Brotherhood.  In  1951  there  were  140  men  enrolled  in 
Brotherhood  work.  Churches  with  Brotherhood  Organizations  were 
Davis,  Havelock,  Morehead  City  and  Tabernacle. 

By  1952  enrollment  increased  to  313  men.  A  rally  was  held  in  1953 
with  150  men  in  attendance. 

Many  changes  took  place  within  the  brotherhood  organization  in 
1956,  because  in  1957  they  were  to  accept  full  responsibility  for  Royal 
Ambassadors,  which  up  until  then,  had  been  under  the  direction  of 
WMU. 

It  was  an  exciting  year  for  the  men  in  1957.  They  assumed  respon- 
sibility for  RA  Work,  held  an  Evangelistic  Rally,  and  some  of  the  men 
from  the  Atlantic  Association  attended  the  First  National  Conference 
of  Southern  Baptist  Laymen,  held  in  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma.  An- 
nual Ladies  Night  was  held  in  New  Bern  with  300  in  attendance.  The 
Brotherhood  enrollment  was  672;  R.  A.  enrollment  was  289,  a  grand 
total  of  916  members. 

For  the  next  few  years  enrollment  increased  and  there  were  many 
rallies  and  inspirational  meetings,  but  very  little  was  said  about  mis- 
sion involvement  by  the  men  either  through  action  or  financial  sup- 
port. 

Brotherhood  work  began  to  decline  again  in  the  early  1960's.  The 
first  real  outreach  came  in  1965  when  the  men  of  Tabernacle,  Nation- 
al Avenue,  New  Bern  First  and  Battleground  Park  (now  Neuse  River) 
sponsored  and  assisted  the  Aurora  Church  in  taking  a  census. 

Norman  Huffman  served  as  Association- 
al Brotherhood  Director  for  several  years. 
In  1970  he  could  not  get  men  to  serve  as 
Brotherhood  officers.  That  year  only  six 
churches  reported  an  organization.  There 
were  thirty-two  churches  but  the  work  was 
all  but  non-existent. 

The  latter  part  of  the  seventies  were  not 
any  better  for  the  men,  but  work  and  inter- 
est in  RA  work  increased.  Several  RA  camp- 
outs  were  held  with  the  boys  having 
opportunity  to  see  mission  films  and  have 
mission  studies,  and  their  exposure  to  mis- 
sions made  them  more  aware  of  what  Royal 
Ambassadors  was  really  about.  Robert 
Brinson  was  Associational  RA  Director,  and 


Ray  Giasson 
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there  were  21  RA  Chapters  in  the  Association. 

Even  in  the  eighties  the  Brotherhood  is  not  quite  as  strong  as  it 
should  be,  but  the  men  are  becoming  more  aware  of  mission  outreach 
and  are  responding  to  the  call,  especially  under  the  able  leadership  of 
Ray  Giasson.  Rev.  Mike  Lovett,  pastor  of  Pollocksville  Baptist 
Church,  serves  as  the  RA  Director  for  the  Association.  He  has  held 
Mission  Fairs  for  RAs  for  several  years  with  good  response. 

The  Associational  Brotherhood  helped  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
Broad  Creek  make  repairs  to  their  church  building  in  1987. 

Several  churches  have  had  mission  teams  of  men  and  boys  to  go 
outside  the  Association  and  participate  in  mission  projects. 

In  January  1988  the  associational  Brotherhood  helped  in  transport- 
ing and  unloading  food  for  Red  Tide  victims  in  Morehead  City. 

The  associational  year  1986-1987  closed  with  a  Brotherhood  enroll- 
ment of  805,  with  27  churches  that  listed  either  a  Brotherhood  or  RA 
enrollment.  Tabernacle  Church,  New  Bern,  had  the  highest  enrollment 
of  105.  Mr.  Ron  Ashe  is  the  current  Associational  Brotherhood  Direc- 
tor. 


Volunteers  unloading  food  for  Red  Tide  victims. 


Eastern  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital 

In  the  mid  1950's,  Baptists  in  Eastern  North  Carolina  became  con- 
cerned about  the  need  for  a  Baptist  Hospital  in  Eastern  North 
Carolina,  and  New  Bern  was  determined  as  the  best  place  for  such  a 
hospital. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  possibilities  of  such 
an  endeavor.  As  the  committee  was  checking  all  possibilities,  they 
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learned  that  Kafer  Hospital,  a  private  owned  hospital  in  New  Bern, 
was  going  to  be  closed. 

At  a  called  associational  meeting  on  July  8, 1957,  the  Hospital  Com- 
mittee made  several  recommendations  to  the  Association  which  were 
unanimously  accepted. 

1.  That  the  Association  purchase  Kafer  Hospital,  all  its  equipment 
and  furnishings  as  of  January  1,  1958,  all  at  a  cost  of  $47,000.00 
to  be  paid  for  from  funds  from  the  Hospital  Fund  Drive. 

2.  A  lease  was  to  be  drawn  for  hospital  property  and  permanent 
equipment  located  at  508  Broad  Street,  New  Bern.  This  lease  was 
to  be  good  for  one  year  and  on  a  yearly  renewal  basis  until  a  new 
hospital  was  constructed. 

3.  Thirty  acres  of  property  located  in  Trent  Pines  be  accepted  from 
Mr.  George  Allen  and  the  Cape  Fear  Wood  Corporation.  The 
property  was  a  gift  to  the  Association  to  build  a  hospital  on, 
though  if  for  any  reason  the  hospital  was  not  built,  the  title  would 
be  returned  to  the  owners. 

Money  did  not  come  in  as  an- 
ticipated. The  Hospital  Committee  had 
met  with  State  Convention  leaders  look- 
ing for  the  Convention  to  take  over  the 
hospital.  The  Convention  did  not 
respond  favorably  and  the  local  commit- 
tee determined  that  if  there  was  to  be  a 
hospital  in  Eastern  North  Carolina,  they 
would  have  to  raise  the  money  and  build 
one. 

After  many  hours  of  consultation, 
meetings  and  other  preparations,  Bap- 
tists assumed  responsibility  of  Kafer 
Hospital  on  January  3,  1958  with  spe- 
cial dedication  services  on  January  26, 
1958,  which  were  held  on  the  steps  of 
the  hospital. 

During  these  procedures,   the  As- 
sociation had  called  Rev.  John  Privott 
as  Associational  Missionary.  One  of  his  specific  duties  was  to  promote 
the  Hospital  Campaign. 

Mr.  Dallas  Parker  Morton  became  administrator  February  24, 1958. 
Mrs.  Helen  Flowers  was  hired  as  Supervisor  of  Nurses,  and  she  as- 
sumed the  position  February  10,  1958. 

In  May  1958,  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  was  organized  through  the  spon- 
sorship of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  New  Bern.  First,  Taber- 
nacle, National  Avenue,  and  Temple.  Ladies  from  other  Baptist 
Churches  and  other  denominations  were  asked  to  become  members 
and  support  the  group. 

Rev.  John  Privott  instituted  a  Chaplaincy  Program.  Dr.  Richard 


Rev.  Alec  Thompson 
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Young,  Chaplain  at  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital  in  Winston- 
Salem  and  Director  of  its  Department  of  Pastoral  Care,  came  to  the 
Association  in  November  1958  and  conducted  a  seminar  on  volunteer 
chaplaincy.  Pastors  in  the  local  churches  served  as  chaplain  to  the 
hospital  on  a  weekly  basis. 

Many  long  hours  were  put  into  getting  the  hospital  functioning  but 
finances  mounted  daily,  and  when  the  Association  met  for  its  annual 
meeting  in  October  1959,  the  Hospital  Board  of  Trustees  recom- 
mended that  the  Hospital  be  discontinued  and  legal  proceedings  be 
taken  immediately  to  close  the  operation. 

On  June  24, 1960,  the  Articles  of  Dissolution  of  the  Eastern  North 
Carolina  Hospital  were  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  and  the  Baptist  Hospital  of  Eastern  North 
Carolina  was  officially  closed. 

Rev.  Early  Howard  gave  a  full  report  at  the  annual  meeting  of  1960 
and  the  Trustees  were  officially  released  of  all  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities pertaining  to  the  hospital. 

A  dream  became  a  reality  and  it  failed.  Now  it  is  only  a  memory. 

The  Associational  Center 

Over  the  years,  the  Associational  Office  was  located  in  New  Bern, 
Morehead  City,  Beaufort  and  Havelock.  Property  was  rented  and 
wherever  the  Associational  Missionary  found  a  suitable  office,  that 
became  the  associational  office. 

When  H.  A.  Privette  became  Associational  Missionary,  the  Associa- 
tional Office  was  eventually  moved  to  the  old  municipal  building  on 
Highway  70  East  in  Havelock.  The  location  was  good  because  people 
had  easy  access  to  it  since  it  was  located  on  the  main  highway.  It 
wasn't  long  before  the  people  realized  that  the  building  did  not  meet 
the  needs  of  the  Association.  For  years,  however,  nothing  was  done 
except  talk  about  the  need.  For  fifteen  years  the  office  remained  at 
that  location. 

When  questioned  as  to  why  something  was  not  done,  Rev.  Privette 
would  answer,  "When  the  good  Baptists  of  the  Atlantic  Association 
get  tired  of  this  building  and  really  want  to  see  a  building  they  can 
look  at  and  use  with  pride,  they  will  do  something  about  it." 

Well,  the  good  Baptist  of  the  Atlantic  made  the  decision  to  erect 
an  Associational  Center.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  seek  out 
property  for  a  center  but,  by  1975  they  were  no  where  close  to  find- 
ing suitable  property. 

In  October  1976,  the  Association  voted  to  purchase  two  lots  on 
Miller  Blvd.  in  Havelock  for  $32,000,  with  $10,000  as  down  payment. 

At  the  Mid-year  Meeting  of  1979,  Rev.  Pat  Kelly,  Chairman  of  the 
Building  Planning  Committee  presented  floor  plans  for  the  proposed 
Center,  calling  for  3000  square  feet  of  space.  The  plans  were  accepted 
and  the  Committee  empowered  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  act  as 
soon  as  feasible.. 

Dedication  services  for  the  New  Associational  Center  were  held  at 
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3:00  p.m.  on  November  23,  1980.  The  Center  includes  a  large  con- 
ference room,  kitchen,  reception  area,  office  for  the  Director  of  Mis- 
sions and  another  office  for  additional  personnel.  Restrooms  are 
centrally  located.  A  work  room  is  located  behind  the  reception  area. 

It  took  six  years  from  the  time  the  project  began  until  it  was  com- 
pleted. Final  cost  for  everything  was  $152,897.18.  The  first  payment 
on  the  permanent  mortgage  was  made  December  31,  1980  in  the 
amount  of  $6,000.00.  The  final  payment  was  made  April  3,  1984  in 
the  amount  of  $1,698.99.  All  of  this  was  accomplished  in  40  months. 
In  1987  a  computer  system  and  a  new  telephone  system  were  added 
to  the  Center.  The  associational  WMU  and  the  WMU  organizations 
of  the  churches  furnished  the  kitchen  with  modern,  up-to-date  equip- 
ment. 

The  Associational  Center  is  one  all  can  be  proud  of,  and  the  people 
that  served  on  the  various  committees  to  make  it  a  reality  are  to  be 
commended  for  their  excellent  work. 


H.  A.  Privette— Groundbreaking  service  for  Association  Center. 


Dedication  Service — Associational  Center. 
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Associational  Center 

Moderators  of  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Association 


Name 

W.  G.  Brinson 
C.  A.  Jenkins 
Theodore  Whitfield 
J.  Y.  Joyner 
J.  T.  Albritton 
Rufus  Ford 
R.  H.  Lewis 
C.  W.  Blanchard 
W.  J.  Montifort 
Sam  Brinson 
A.  W.  Setzer 
J.  S.  Canady 
Dr.  J.  M.  Parrott 
M.  Leslie  Davis 
Zeb  Parker 
L.  L.  Leary 
M.  Leslie  Davis 
T.  W.  Fryer 
M.  Leslie  Davis 
L.  J.  Atkinson 
W.  T.  Roberson 
John  H.  Bunn 


Date  Served 

1884 

1885 
1886-1887 

1888 
1889-1893 

1894 
1895-1897 
1898-1899 

1900 

1901 
1902-1903 
1904-1906 
1907-1908 
1909-1927 
1928-1929 
1930-1931 
1932-1943 

1944 
1945-1952 
1953-1954 

1955 
1956-1957 
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Alec  F.  Thompson  1958-1959 

L.  D.  Munn  1960-1961 

Corbin  Cooper  1962-1963 

Billy  Moberly  1964 

John  W.  Long  1965-1966 

Fred  Mauney  1967-1968 

Russel  Talley  1969-1971 

Herbert  Phillips,  III  1972 

James  Scales  1973-1974 

George  A.  Johnson  1975-1976 

W.  J.  Clark  1977 

Elvin  Melton  1978-1979 

Dr.  Donald  Hadley  1980 

William  Voorhes  1981-1982 

Dr.  Samuel  Harvey  1982-1984 

Dr.  Charles  Nicholson  1985-1986 

Dr.  Jack  Hinton  1986-Present 
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M.  Leslie  Davis 


Zeb  Parker 
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L.  L.  Leary 


Fred  Mauney 


Russel  Talley 
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Herbert  Phillips,  III 


W.  J.  Clark 


Elvin  Melton  Dr.  Donald  Hadley  William  Voorhes 


Dr.  Samuel  Harvey  Dr.  Charles  Nicholson  Dr.  Jack  Hinton 
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Chapter  II 


Directors  of  Missions 


Atlantic  Baptist  Association 

Rev.  C.  S.  Cashwell 

Rev.  Charles  Simeon  Cashwell  was 
born  August  23, 1856  on  a  farm  near  the 
village  of  Parkton  in  Roberson  County, 
North  Carolina.  He  was  baptized  at  the 
age  of  sixteen.  In  February  1878,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  Cashwell  was  or- 
dained. 

Having  little  education,  he  entered 
Salem  Academy.  After  two  and  one-half 
years  of  study,  he  entered  Wake  Forest 
College.  He  stayed  at  Wake  Forest  a 
year  and  a  half  and  then  dropped  out. 

In  1881,  Rev.  Cashwell  was  appointed 
general  missionary  for  the  Eastern  As- 
sociation, of  which  churches  in  this  area 
were  members.  That  appointment  made  him  the  first  missionary  of 
the  area  now  known  as  the  Atlantic  Association.  Brother  Cashwell 
was  instructed  not  to  take  pastoral  work  but  to  concentrate  on  evan- 
gelism and  getting  churches  started. 

Brother  CashwelPs  account  was  quite  descriptive: 

"In  January  1882,  I  left  home  to  take  charge  of  the  field.  During 

1882  my  work  was  confined  mostly  to  counties  of  Onslow,  Carteret, 

Jones  and  Craven.  I  found  quite  a  number  of  Baptists  scattered 

through  this  section,  most  of  whom  were  in  a  cold  and  inactive  condi- 
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tion.  My  first  effort  was  to  arouse  those  brethren  to  a  lively  and 
vigorous  effort  in  the  cause  of  the  Master.  I  realized  the  magnitude  of 
the  work,  and  in  the  weakness  of  self,  but  trusting  in  God,  I  went  for- 
ward, counting  the  cost  before  me". 

Rev.  Cashwell  married  Martha  Emeline  Leary  November  26,  1884. 

He  was  in  the  ministry  for  forty-eight  years.  Over  twenty  churches 
owe  their  existence  to  his  ministry.  One  of  those  churches  is  Pollock- 
sville  Baptist  Church. 

Upon  leaving  this  area,  he  moved  to  Western  North  Carolina.  He 
was  serving  as  pastor  of  Simond  Hill  Church  in  Statesville  when  he 
died  in  1938,  at  the  age  of  seventy- two. 

Rev.  Cashwell's  grandson,  Rev.  T.  L.  Cashwell,  Jr.,  is  currently 
serving  as  pastor  in  North  Carolina. 

Rev.  Gutherie  William  Colvard 


Gutherie  Colvard  was  born  in  Hudson, 
North  Carolina.  He  was  baptized  at  the 
age  of  twelve  and  was  ordained  in  1940 
at  the  East  Hickory  Baptist  Church, 
Hickory,  North  Carolina.  Rev.  Colvard 
married  Swannie  Smith  of  Hudson, 
North  Carolina  and  they  had  two  girls. 
Rev.  Colvard  graduated  from  Elon 
College,  Elon,  North  Carolina,  and  at- 
tended Emory  University  and 
Southern  Baptist  Seminary,  Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Rev.  Colvard  held  pastorates  in 
Hickory,  Burlington,  and  Marion, 
North  Carolina. 

The  Atlantic  Association  extended  a 
call  to  Rev.  Colvard  in  1953  to  serve  as  Associational  Missionary.  He 
served  in  that  position  from  1953  to  1957. 

As  Associational  Missionary,  he  also  served  the  Gaston  Associa- 
tion 1957-1961  and  Carolina  Association  1969-1974.  He  served  as  pas- 
tor of  Pahokee,  Florida,  First  Baptist  Church  from  1961-1969.  In  1974 
he  served  as  interim  Director  of  Missions  for  Big  Lake  Baptist  As- 
sociation, Clewiston,  Florida. 

In  1983  Rev.  Colvard  served  as  interim  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Cooleemee,  North  Carolina. 

Rev.  Colvard  died  in  July  1987,  the  result  of  a  heart  attack.  Mrs. 
Colvard  lives  in  Landis,  North  Carolina  at  the  present  time. 


25 


Rev.  John  Privott 


John  Privott  was  born  August  6, 1926 
in  Chowan  County.  After  completing 
high  school  in  Edenton,  North  Carolina, 
he  entered  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  where  he  received  his  A.  B.  de- 
gree. He  received  his  seminary  training 
at  Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas. 

Pastorates  included  Hamilton,  Texas 
and  the  Atlantic  Association. 

Rev.  Privott  served  as  Director  of 
Missions  for  the  Atlantic  Association 
from  1958-1960. 

Currently  Rev.  Privott  is  serving  as 
Director  of  Missions  for  the  North  Roanoke  Baptist  Association,  a 
position  he  has  held  since  1960. 


Rev.  Henry  Augustus  Privette 


Henry  Augustus  Privette  was  born 
November  25,  1915  in  Union  County, 
North  Carolina. 

He  attended  Wake  Forest  College  in 
1933.  He  graduated  from  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  1945, 
where  he  received  a  Diploma  in  Chris- 
tian Training. 

Rev.  Privette  married  Pauline  Horton 
of  Chesterfield  County,  South  Carolina. 
They  have  seven  children. 

Rev.  Privette  was  baptized  as  a  child, 
but  when  he  was  twenty-  three,  married 
and  the  father  of  three  children,  he  had 
a  dynamic  experience  with  the  Lord. 
After  this  experience,  he  moved  his  family  to  New  Orleans  so  he  could 
go  back  to  school.  He  was  ordained  in  1943  while  he  was  attending 
the  Seminary  and  also  serving  as  pastor  of  a  church. 

Pastorates  included  Venice,  Alabama;  Coffeeville,  Alabama;  Shel- 
by, North  Carolina;  and,  Southside  Baptist  Church,  Concord,  North 
Carolina,  where  he  served  for  fifteen  years. 

In  April  1963,  Rev.  Privette  accepted  the  call  to  the  Atlantic  As- 
sociation to  serve  as  Associational  Missionary.  His  ministry  in  the 
Atlantic  was  long  and  fruitful.  He  retired  in  December  1985. 

Mrs.  Privette  (Polly)  has  always  been  active  serving  beside  her  hus- 
band in  whatever  capacity  needed.  Her  biggest  contribution  in  the 
Atlantic  Association  has  been  her  work  with  Literacy  and  Interna- 
tionals. 
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The  Privettes  currently  make  their  home  in  Havelock,  North 
Carolina. 

Rev.  Keith  Thomas  Hamilton 


Keith  Thomas  Hamilton  was  born  in 
1956,  in  Carteret  County,  North 
Carolina.  He  accepted  Christ  at  First 
Baptist  Church,  Beaufort,  NC.  After 
completing  high  school  at  East  Carteret 
High  School,  he  entered  Campbell 
University,  where  he  received  a  BB A  de- 
gree. He  graduated  from  Southwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  with  a 
Master  in  Religious  Education. 

Keith  is  married  to  Patricia  Carter  of 
Forth  Worth,  Texas,  and  they  have  two 
sons. 

He  has  served  as  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion in  Florida  and  Texas. 
Rev.  Hamilton  began  his  duties  as  Director  of  Missions  for  the  At- 
lantic Association  on  July  7,  1986. 

Since  that  time,  he  has  been  busy  developing  long  range  plans  for 
new  church  starts  and  ministry  needs  to  meet  the  challenge  for  the 
years  ahead. 

He  and  his  family  make  their  home  in  Havelock,  North  Carolina 
and  are  members  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Havelock. 
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Chapter  III 


Cooperative  Outreach  Ministries  of 
the  Churches  and  the  Association 


Introduction 

The  origin  of  Missions  is  to  be  found  in  the  heart  of  God.  He  loved 
the  world  so  much  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  son  so  that  by 
believing  in  Him,  the  world  could  be  saved.  It  does  make  a  difference 
to  God  what  happens  in  the  world. 

The  mission  of  the  church  is  to  glorify  God  by  making  Him  known 
through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  to  all  people,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
with  the  purpose  of  leading  them  to  personal  faith  in  Christ  and 
obedience  to  His  will.  The  church  exists  by  mission.  Where  there  is 
no  mission,  there  is  no  church;  and,  where  there  is  neither  church  nor 
mission,  there  is  no  faith. 

Mission  ministries  are  outreach  opportunities  through  which  the 
church  and/or  individuals  have  to  meet  the  needs  of  others.  These 
needs  can  be  physical,  spiritual,  social  or  intellectual.  Just  as  varied 
as  the  needs  of  people,  are  the  ways  in  which  those  needs  can  be  met. 
Sometimes  a  ministry  is  large  enough  that  it  takes  several  churches 
within  an  association  to  work  together  to  get  the  task  done.  Some- 
times it  only  takes  one  person  or  one  church  to  handle  a  ministry.  The 
main  thing  to  remember  is  not  who  did  the  ministry,  but  that  it  was 
done  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 

From  the  beginning  of  time  there  has  always  been  someone  who 
does  not  know  Jesus  as  Lord  and  Savior.  Telling  others  the  "good 
news"  is  the  ministry  of  Evangelism.  When  people  hurt,  someone 
needs  to  care. 

The  Association,  as  a  mission  agent,  is  large  enough  to  be  strong, 
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and  small  enough  to  be  personal. 

Carrying  the  "good  news"  does  not  stop  with  the  verbal  word.  It 
is  expressed  in  feeding  the  hungry,  helping  the  sick,  clothing  the 
naked  and  lifting  the  fallen.  Actions  give  a  sense  of  direction  to  the 
lost  and  meaning  to  the  hopeless.  When  churches  and  individuals 
reach  out  to  others,  all  kinds  of  barriers  are  crossed.  The  life  of  the 
churches  and  the  lives  of  individuals  are  never  the  same. 

There  is  a  wide  flexibility  in  the  way  associations  coordinate  mis- 
sion work.  Within  the  geographical  bounds  of  the  Atlantic  Associa- 
tion, the  Missions  Committee,  WMU,  Baptist  Men,  churches  and 
individuals  carry  out  mission  ministries. 

Some  ministries  are  labeled  short  term  and  others  long  term 
projects.  There  are  some  projects  carried  out  by  individual  churches 
on  their  own.  The  concerned  church  seeks  out  ways  to  minister  to 
those  around  them  without  having  to  be  asked  by  others. 

In  1987  there  were  11,208  Baptists  in  the  Atlantic  Association  with 
262  Baptisms.  It  took  40  Baptists  to  win  one  individual  to  Christ  in 
1987.  Yet,  there  were  only  5,913  enrolled  in  Sunday  School.  These 
figures  alone  indicate  the  need  for  active  mission  outreach  in  the  At- 
lantic Association. 

Some  of  the  outreach  ministries  of  the  churches  and  the  Associa- 
tion include  Resort  Ministries,  Prison  Ministries,  Mission  Bible 
Schools,  Backyard  Bible  Clubs,  Migrant  Ministries,  Literacy  Classes 
and  Language  Missions.  In  the  following  pages,  some  of  the  special 
ministries  are  shared  in  more  detail. 

Language  Missions  in  the  Atlantic  Association 

With  Marine  Corps  Air  Station,  CherryPoint  located  in  the  middle 
of  the  Atlantic  Association  and  the  Marine  Corps  Base,  Camp  Lejeune 
located  approximately  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  away,  the  oppor- 
tunities for  language  missions  to  foreigners  lay  wide  open  to  baptists 
in  the  area. 

According  to  the  military  ministries  report  at  he  Associational 
meeting  of  1966,  the  military  ministry  had  been  in  existence  for  five 
years.  Rev.  J.  Ned  Beatty  was  the  Director,  and  work  was  coordinated 
with  the  military  in  H a velock- Cherry  Point,  Fayetteville-Fort  Bragg, 
and  Jacksonville-Camp  LeJeune.  The  endeavor  was  sponsored  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board  and  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion. The  report  also  stated  that  work  had  begun  with  the  Japanese 
women  at  the  Cherry  Point  Baptist  Church. 

In  1966,  Rev.  Jack  Weaver,  Pastor  of  Morehead  City,  began  a  min- 
istry with  the  Coast  Guard  stationed  at  Morehead. 

Baptists  in  the  Atlantic  Association  found  the  world  on  their 
doorsteps  and  they  were  in  the  midst  of  cultures  and  religions  that 
were  foreign  to  them. 

Mildred  Blankenship  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  came  to  the  as- 
sociation on  several  occasions  and  conducted  Literacy  Workshops  to 
train  individuals  to  teach  others  how  to  read  and  write. 
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Literacy  classes  began  with  Bible  Study  and  prayer.  Most  of  the 
early  classes  were  with  Japanese  women,  but  other  internationals  have 
participated.  The  young  women  marry  Americans  in  the  military. 
They  come  to  the  states  and  do  not  know  the  language,  can  not  write 
a  check,  buy  groceries  or  drive  an  automobile. 

Mrs.  Polly  Privette  was  most  instrumental  in  enlarging  the  Lan- 
guage Ministry  in  the  Association.  She  worked  several  days  each  week 
in  conducting  literacy  classes,  Bible  studies  and  in  counseling  with 
the  Oriental  girls. 

Mrs.  Privette  also  worked  with 
local  adults  that  needed  help  learn- 
ing to  read  and  write.  In  1973-1974, 
Mrs.  Privette,  through  the  Joint 
Human  Relations  Office  of  the 
Marine  Corps  Air  Station,  Cherry 
Point,  trained  over  175  Marine  per- 
sonnel to  be  remedial  reading 
tutors. 

Mrs.  Sara  Hadley  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  Havelock  was  in- 
strumental in  getting  the  women  of 
that  church  involved  in  Literacy  Missions.  From  1977-1983  fourteen 
professions  of  faith  were  made. 

A  language  Sunday  School  was  began  in  1982,  and  in  1983  a  min- 
istry was  started  with  the  Spanish-speaking  people. 

The  Atlantic  Association  has  employed  Mrs.  Sumiko  Sidelinger  to 
work  with  the  Japanese  in  the  Association.  Her  work  includes  lan- 
guage classes,  Bible  Study,  counseling  and  visitation. 

Rev.  Evan  Johnson  was  employed  by  the  Association  to  work  with 
the  Spanish  speaking  people.  Fellowship  meetings,  Bible  Study  and 
worship  services  were  held  until  1987  when  Rev.  Johnson  resigned  to 
further  his  studies. 

Women  from  Tabernacle,  National  Avenue,  Newport,  Colony  and 
other  churches  have  been  trained  in  Literacy  Workshops,  and  are  con- 
tinually on  the  look  out  for  opportunities  to  reach  out  to  those  in  need. 

Resort  Ministries 

Resort  Missions  became  a  reality  in  the  Atlantic  Association  in 
1970.  The  coastline  of  Carteret  County  provided  all  kinds  of  ministry 
opportunities.  Camping  became  popular  and  campgrounds  sprang  up 
all  throughout  Carteret  County.  Informal  worship  services  were  held 
on  the  beaches  and  in  the  campgrounds. 

Individual  churches  took  responsibility  for  specific  campgrounds, 
and  sponsored  films,  worship  services,  musical  concerts  and  literature 
distribution.  Sometimes  the  events  were  scheduled  for  Saturday 
night.  This  helped  create  a  relaxed  atmosphere  as  well  as  give  the 
church  another  opportunity  to  advertise  worship  services  to  be  held 
on  Sunday. 
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Churches  that  participated  in  the  Resort  Ministry  were  Woodville, 
Newport,  Atlantic,  Beaufort  First,  Parkview,  Cape  Carteret,  Peletier, 
Calvary,  Havelock  First,  Broad  Creek,  Morehead  City  First  and  Na- 
tional Avenue. 

In  1987  the  Association  employed  Mrs.  Carol  Baker  to  serve  as 
Director  of  Resort  Ministry  in  Carteret  County.  Mrs.  Baker  is  cur- 
rently making  plans  for  the  summer  of  1988.  Resort  Ministries  touch 
the  lives  of  thousands  of  visitors  who  come  to  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina  for  a  vacation.  Many  have  written  to  let  the  Association  and 
individuals  know  how  much  they  appreciate  the  services  provided  for 
them  while  they  were  in  this  area. 

Migrant  Ministry 

Over  two  million  migrant  workers  make  the  journey  each  year 
across  America,  going  from  one  job  to  another.  The  migrant  worker's 
job  is  a  week  here  and  a  week  there.  His  employment  is  determined 
by  whatever  crop  is  in  season  in  the  area  where  he  is  located.  Work 
next  week  is  always  uncertain. 

Migrants  rarely  have  much  money,  and  they  travel  together  in 
whatever  vehicle  is  available.  They  travel  as  a  "crew,"  and  there  is  al- 
ways a  "crew  leader."  Often  times  the  crew  leader  has  financial  means 
and  the  rest  of  the  crew  depends  on  him  for  food,  jobs,  etc.  He  over- 
charges the  crew  and  they  continually  stay  in  debt  to  him. 

The  life  of  a  migrant  is  a  vicious  cycle  and  they  never  seem  to  be 
able  to  "get  out  from  under."  Rarely  are  they  accepted  in  the  com- 
munity where  they  work.  When  families  are  on  the  move,  children  can 
change  schools  as  often  as  from  one  week  to  another. 

Migrant  workers  began  to  visit  in  the  Atlantic  Association  in  the 
early  sixties.  The  Migrant  Ministry  began  in  1966.  That  year  between 
400-500  migrants  were  ministered  to  in  the  camps  here.  There  were 
18  Migrant  Camps  and  the  majority  of  the  migrants  were  black. 

Rev.  H.  A.  Privette,  Director  of  Missions,  laid  the  groundwork  for 
the  churches.  He  visited  the  farms  and  got  permission  from  the  farms 
and  the  crew  leaders  to  work  in  the  camps.  It  is  important  to  have  a 
good  relationship  with  the  crew  leader  because  he  controls  the 
migrants.  What  he  says  counts. 

Several  types  of  ministry  were  shared  with  the  migrants.  They  in- 
cluded informal  worship  services,  musical  programs  and  films.  Health 
Kits  were  given  to  all  coming  into  this  area.  They  included  a  New  Tes- 
tament, towel,  washcloth,  toothbrush,  toothpaste,  comb,  soap  and 
other  toilet  articles.  Many  of  the  local  churches  prepared  the  kits  but 
sometimes  WMU  groups  from  other  areas  of  the  state  made  them  and 
sent  them  to  the  Association.  Dr.  Harry  Talor,  Director  of  Migrant 
Work  for  the  Home  Mission  Board  in  the  1960's,  came  to  the  Associa- 
tion on  several  occasions  and  visited  the  camps  and  brought  health 
kits  and  literature  for  distribution.  Some  years  the  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention sent  supplies. 

One  of  the  migrants  said  that  he  traveled  from  Florida  to  Maine 
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and  that  this  area  was  the  only  area  where  he  worked  that  had  a  min- 
istry for  the  migrants. 

Migrants  have  to  be  accepted  "where  they  are  and  in  what  condi- 
tion they  come  to  you."  Most  of  the  work  done  with  migrants  was 
designed  to  build  up  their  self-worth,  a  ministry  that  cannot  be 
measured. 

By  the  mid  1970's,  the  Migrant  Ministry  drastically  dropped. 
Modern  farm  equipment  and  strict  government  regulations  on 
migrant  camps  caused  some  farmers  to  seek  other  ways  to  harvest 
their  crops.  Too,  Mexicans  and  Puerto  Ricans  came,  and  that  created 
a  language  barrier.  There  was  much  violence  in  the  camps  and  they 
plainly  said,  "We  do  not  want  you." 

Thousands  of  these  people  called  migrants  came  to  the  Atlantic  As- 
sociation. Perhaps  a  seed  was  planted  and  will  someday  burst  forth 
with  fruit.  The  people  witnessed  in  love  and  the  migrants  responded. 
God  will  do  the  rest. 

Mission  Vacation  Bible  Schools 

Vacation  Bible  School-Mission  Bible  School— What  is  the  dif- 
ference? Vacation  Bible  School  is  held  in  the  local  church.  Mission 
Vacation  Bible  Schools  provide  outreach  opportunities  in  areas  where 
no  churches  minister.  They  serve  as  instruments  in  determining  sites 
for  new  Sunday  schools  and  churches. 

A  Mission  Bible  School  is  usually  held  for  five  days,  three  hours  a 
day.  The  school  can  be  held  in  a  tent  or  building.  Special  materials 
have  been  prepared  by  the  Convention  for  the  schools.  The  material 
is  geared  for  children  not  normally  in  church. 

With  the  many  military  children  and  the  large  resort  area,  oppor- 
tunities for  schools  are  unlimited. 

The  first  schools  held  in  the  Association  were  in  1968.  David  and 
Pat  Hall  worked  in  the  Association  as  summer  workers.  They  con- 
ducted many  schools,  19  in  all. 

Rev.  Alfred  Andrews,  Pastor  of  the  Pollocksville  Church  in  1969, 
conducted  schools  in  the  Havelock  area.  Tents  were  used  and  the 
schools  were  held  in  open  fields.  Rev.  Hilton  Moore,  Rev.  J.  T.  Parks, 
Jr.,  and  Rev.  W.  B.  Moore  assisted  the  Director  of  Missions  and 
reached  1500  children  in  22  schools.  Fifteen  of  those  schools  were  with 
black  children.  Tape  recorders  were  used  to  provide  music,  the  As- 
sociation purchased  tents  and  the  Baptist  State  Convention  provided 
tables  and  chairs. 

In  1970,  National  Avenue  Baptist  Church  conducted  a  Mission 
Bible  School  at  a  Migrant  Camp  in  Bayboro.  The  youth  of  the  church 
helped  conduct  the  school. 

Millie  Kale  came  in  1971-1972  as  a  summer  worker.  She  continued 
holding  schools  and  added  a  new  dimension.  She  conducted  Bible 
Schools  in  the  resort  campgrounds.  Children  from  13  states  were  in 
attendance. 

Miss  Gloria  Kimball  came  in  1973  to  continue  the  work.  She  too 
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added  another  dimension  to  the  work.  She  conducted  Bible  Schools  in 
the  local  nursing  homes  and  the  response  was  tremendous. 

Backyard  Bible  Clubs  were  created.  They  were  condensed  versions 
of  Bible  School.  They  can  be  conducted  under  a  tree,  in  a  garage,  on 
a  porch,  or  wherever.  It  can  be  held  five  straight  days,  one  day  a  week, 
etc.  One  person  or  more  can  hold  them.  Backyard  Bible  Clubs  gave 
all  sorts  of  opportunities  to  the  local  church  and  they  responded. 

Havelock,  Cherry  Point,  Beaufort  First,  National  Avenue,  New 
Bern  First,  Tabernacle,  Temple,  Parkview  and  Davis  were  some  of  the 
churches  conducting  schools. 

Mission  Bible  Schools  have  greatly  improved  since  Rev.  Al 
Andrews  conducted  the  first  school  without  prepared  materials.  Tech- 
niques were  trial  and  error  then. 

If  you  ever  saw  a  small  boy  cry  and  beg  his  parents  not  to  go  to 
the  beach  so  he  could  go  to  Bible  School  under  a  tent;  or,  to  hear  a 
young  boy  ten  or  twelve  years  old  apologize  for  being  late  because  his 
mom  would  not  get  his  breakfast,  you  would  readily  say,  "Here  am  I, 
Lord,  send  me." 

Mission  Action  Projects 


Friendship  House 

Individual  churches  constantly  seek  ways  to  witness  and  minister 
to  the  hurting  people  in  their  area.  Some  of  the  ways  churches  reach 
out  are  Bible  Studies,  Nursing  Home  Ministries,  Backyard  Bible 
Clubs,  Mission  Sunday  Schools,  Sign  Language  Classes,  Day  Camps, 
Prison  Ministry,  Food  and  Clothes  Closets,  etc. 

National  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  New  Bern,  has  a  unique  minis- 
try. The  church  maintains  a  three-bedroom  apartment  for  used  by 
out-of-town  families  that  have  family  members  in  Craven  County 
Hospital.  There  is  no  charge  for  families  to  stay  at  "Friendship 
House."  The  ministry  gives  the  church  an  opportunity  to  witness  and 
counsel  with  families  as  well  as  help  provide  physical  comfort  to  them 
in  their  time  of  crisis.  The  apartment  has  been  in  operation  since  1982. 
People  that  come  to  Friendship  House  cannot  believe  that  the  church 


33 


provides  this  place  without  expecting  something  in  return.  Other  chur- 
ches in  the  Association  and  local  businesses  have  made  donations  to 
Friendship  House.  Any  donations  received  go  directly  back  into  the 
operation  to  continually  make  it  better  for  those  staying  there. 

A  minimum  security  prison  unit  is  located  at  Newport,  North 
Carolina.  That  gives  many  of  the  churches  in  that  area  opportunity 
to  minister  to  the  physical  and  spiritual  needs  of  the  inmates. 

The  Association  has  employed  a  Resort  Ministry  Director.  This 
leadership  will  create  more  opportunities  to  share  the  gospel. 

In  1988  churches  in  the  Association  actively  engaged  in  ways  to 
help  the  Red  Tide  victims.  Several  trips  were  made  to  Raleigh  to  pick 
up  food  and  deliver  it  to  Morehead  City.  Red  Tide  projects  are  still  in 
effect  at  this  writing. 

Whatever  the  need,  when  a  church,  individual  or  association 
responds,  that  is  mission  outreach. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Privette  ministering  to  Orientals. 
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Chapter  IV 


Historical  Sketch  of  the  Churches 

and  Missions  of  the  Atlantic  Baptist 

Association 


There  are  thirty-eight  churches  and  two  missions  in  the  Atlantic 
Baptist  Association.  Because  of  limited  space,  the  histories  are  brief 
and  do  not  include  all  the  activities  of  any  church.  Every  effort  has 
been  made  to  include  major  events  and  construction  dates. 

Atlantic  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

In  November  1896  a  group  of  people  met  to  organize  a  new  church 
in  Atlantic,  to  be  known  as  Leary  Memorial  Baptist  Church  in  honor 
of  Mr.  Thomas  A.  Leary.  Mr.  Leary  was  from  Morehead  City,  and  he 
was  the  first  Missionary  Baptist  to  conduct  services  in  Atlantic. 

Founding  members  were  Mrs.  T.W.  Nelson,  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Smith, 
Mr.  Charles  Mason,  Mr.  George  Mason  and  Walter  N.  Johnson.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  a  school  teacher  in  the  community  and  he  served  as  pas- 
tor until  the  end  of  the  school  year  when  he  left  the  community  taking 
his  family  with  him.  The  four  remaining  members  were  left  without  a 
leader  for  three  years.  During  that  time  various  ministers  in  the  area 
came  and  held  services  about  every  two  months. 

In  the  early  1900's  services  were  held  in  an  old  store  near  the  water 
and  in  the  yard  of  members. 

A  private  schoolhouse  was  purchased  in  1909  and  converted  to  a 
church.  In  1922  the  name  of  the  church  was  changed  to  Atlantic  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church. 

The  church  was  torn  down  in  1928  and  a  new  church  built  on  land 
donated  by  Mr.&  Mrs.  William  Nelson.  The  new  facility  was  completed 


35 


#m      .  -   - 

in  June  1928  at  a  cost  of  $3,000.00.  New  pews  were  purchased  in  1938. 

Dr.  John  Bunn,  pastor  of  Morehead  City  First,  led  revival  services; 
forty-six  made  professions  of  faith  with  thirty-nine  being  presented 
for  baptism.  That  was  one  of  the  greatest  outward  evidences  of  the 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  history  of  the  church. 

A  new  brick  sanctuary  was  completed  in  1950  at  a  cost  of 
$32,000.00.  The  sanctuary  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  September  3, 
1954.  Pews  and  a  few  other  items  were  all  that  was  salvaged. 


Plans  were  immediately  put  into  action  to  secure  a  new  church  and 
educational  building.  The  first  service  in  the  new  facility  was  held  Oc- 
tober 16,  1955,  at  which  time  the  church  began  a  full-time  pastorate. 
The  new  facility  cost  $108,000.00 
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A  parsonage  was  purchased  in  1963.  Fire  caused  extensive  damage 
to  the  parsonage  in  1978.  A  new  parsonage  was  built  and  ready  for 
occupancy  in  1981. 

There  were  nine  additions  to  the  church  in  1987;  there  had  been 
none  since  1984. 

At  the  close  of  1987  there  were  206  members.  Rev.  William  Webb 
was  called  as  pastor  in  1986  and  he  continues  as  pastor  in  1988. 

Aurora  Baptist  Church 

With  thirteen  charter  members,  Rev.  Brahton  Cragg  organized  the 
Aurora  Baptist  Church  in  1898.  Rev.  Dunchan  McCloud  was  the 
second  pastor. 

The  church  records  were  lost  because  of  fire  but  for  many  years  the 
church  was  held  together  by  three  members. 
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A  building  was  erected  on  Main  Street  in  1902  on  land  donated  by 
G.W.  Swindell. 

From  1947-1949,  three  classrooms  were  added  at  a  cost  of 
$2,264.00.  Two  classrooms  and  an  assembly  hall  were  added  in  1952. 

The  church  withdrew  from  the  Roanoke  Association  and  joined  the 
Atlantic  Association  in  1957  because  of  distance  involved  in  travel. 

Rev.  Hines  retired  as  pastor  in  1956.  He  had  served  since  1945. 
Rev.  John  Nance  became  pastor.  He  later  became  a  foreign  Mission- 
ary to  Indonesia. 

In  1959  the  church  field  split  with  Bayboro  going  on  its  own.  South 
Creek,  Vandemere  and  Aurora  stayed  together. 

Land  on  highway  33  was  purchased  in  1960  for  a  new  building. 

The  church  borrowed  $8,000.00  in  1966  and  that  amount,  along 
with  a  gift  of  $4,000.00  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Bonner,  purchased  the  present 
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church  lot.  The  old  church  site  on  Main  Street  was  sold  to  North 
Carolina  Phosphate  for  $15,000.00  in  1975.  Construction  began  almost 
immediately  on  a  new  building.  The  name  of  the  church  was  changed 
to  First  Baptist  Church  of  Aurora.  Dedication  services  were  held  Oc- 
tober 3,  1976. 

In  April  1980  the  church  purchased  a  trailer  and  set  it  up  on 
Seventh  Street  to  serve  as  a  parsonage  for  the  new  pastor,  Rev.  James 
G.  Cole. 

Mr.  Mike  Huffman  is  currently  serving  as  Interim  Pastor.  The 
church  property  is  valued  at  $100,000.00.  Current  resident  member- 
ship is  30. 

Bayboro  Baptist  Church 

There  were  Baptists  in  the  Bayboro  area  prior  to  the  Civil  War. 
Meetings  were  held  in  a  log  cabin  that  had  been  used  to  house  sheep. 
The  cabin  was  located  in  the  vicinity  of  where  the  present  church 
stands.  A  preacher  from  New  Bern  came  and  held  services  every  three 
months. 

In  the  late  1800's  there  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Jim  Turner  who 
preached  in  Bayboro  and  other  surrounding  communities.  He  left  the 
area  in  1896. 

The  Associational  minutes  of  1885  printed  the  following  statement: 

"Rev.  W.T.  Jones  in  his  report  stated  that  he  had  organized  a 
church  at  Bayboro  with  16  members  and  he  had  raised  $300  to  build 
a  church." 

Church  records  indicated  that  a  church  building  had  been  started 
prior  to  1885  but  it  was  not  completed  until  sometime  between  1901- 
1908  when  Rev.  Stallings  was  pastor.  A  parsonage  was  built  and  com- 
pleted in  1901. 

From  1919  to  1921  Rev.  Hodges,  pastor  of  Tabernacle  Church,  New 
Bern,  came  and  held  services  as  often  as  was  possible. 
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Rev.  H.B.  Hines  became  the  pastor  in  1937.  The  church  began  to 
flourish  under  his  leadership.  Membership  was  19  in  1937.  By  1943 
the  Sunday  school  had  43  enrolled  and  church  membership  was  28. 
By  1956  the  Sunday  School  enrollment  had  increased  to  140  and  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School  was  held  with  40  in  attendance.  Church  membership 
had  increased  to  110.  Classrooms  were  added  to  the  church. 

Rev.  George  White  came  to  the  church  in  1959  as  its  first  full-time 
pastor.  Prior  to  that  time  the  church  had  been  a  part  of  a  church  field 
with  Oriental.  Four  more  classrooms  were  added  to  the  church,  and 
work  began  on  a  parsonage  with  the  men  of  the  church  doing  most  of 
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the  work. 

Restorations  were  made  to  the  interior  of  the  sanctuary  during  1964 
and  1965.  The  church  was  raised  and  moved  back  on  the  property. 

While  Rev.  R.L.  Younce  was  the  pastor  from  1974-1977,  the  ex- 
terior of  the  church  was  bricked  and  white  columns  and  a  porch  added 
to  the  front,  with  the  men  of  the  church  doing  the  work. 

An  adjoining  lot  to  the  parsonage  was  purchased  in  1980  for 
$10,000. 

A  Fellowship  Hall  was  built,  and  the  church  is  currently  in  the 
process  of  changing  the  roof  structure  so  that  both  buildings  will  be 
under  one  roof  and  there  will  be  a  walk-way  between  the  two  build- 
ings. 

The  church  installed  stained  glass  windows  and  built  a  ramp  for 
handicapped  in  1986. 

Rev.  Norman  (Jack)  Bell  of  Newport  is  the  interim  pastor  at  the 
present.  The  church  membership  is  now  217. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Beaufort 


The  third  missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Carteret  County  was  or- 
ganized in  Beaufort  and  constituted  on  April  27,  1851  with  seven 
charter  members  as  Beaufort  Baptist  Church.  The  church  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Union  Association  in  October  1851. 

Novamber  1853  worship  services  were  held  in  the  partially  con- 
structed church  with  Elder  J.J.  Lansdale  preaching  the  sermon.  Work 
was  completed  in  1854. 

A  Sunday  School  was  started  in  1887  and  a  movement  began  to 
enlarge  the  church.  That  was  completed  in  1888.  Sunday  school  rooms 
were  added  in  1914.  The  church  was  taken  over  by  Federal  Troops 
during  the  Civil  War  and  was  greatly  damaged. 
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Another  building  program  began  in  1943  when  the  church  was  able 
to  purchase  70  feet  of  front  property  adjoining  the  church.  The  church 
entered  and  held  services  in  the  new  sanctuary  September  6,  1953. 

In  1955  the  church  made  plans  for  a  new  educational  facility  which 
was  completed  in  1960.  In  early  1970  a  new  parsonage  was  completed. 

Dr.  Samuel  Harvey  is  the  current  pastor.  Resident  membership  is 
531.  Gifts  for  all  mission  causes  totaled  $48,321  in  1986-  1987. 

Bogue  Banks  Baptist  Church 

Bogue  Banks  Baptist  Church  was  constituted  on  May  26, 1985,  but 
the  actual  beginning  dates  back  to  1983.  Rev.  Charles  Allard,  Pastor 
of  Morehead  City  First,  and  the  Missions  committee  of  that  church 
challenged  the  members  to  begin  a  new  work  at  Bogue  Banks.  The 
church  made  the  commitment  in  May  1983. 

The  Missions  Committee  took  a  survey  and  the  results  were 
favorable  for  a  mission.  Those  surveyed  were  very  positive  in  their 
response.  First  Baptist  sponsored  a  meeting  on  October  3, 1983  at  the 
John  Yancey  Motel  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  together  people  in- 
terested in  establishing  a  Baptist  Mission.  Forty  persons  were  in  at- 
tendance. The  group  endorsed  the  establishment  of  a  Baptist 
Fellowship  on  the  island. 

Meetings  for  Bible  Study  were  held  in  the  home  of  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Haywood  McBride  for  a  short  time.  However  the  desired  results  did 
not  materialize  and  the  missions  committee  agreed  to  suspend  ser- 
vices. 

A  series  of  events  happened  in  1984  that  reaffirmed  the  efforts  of 
the  Missions  committee  to  establish  the  mission.  Rev.  J.  Boyce 
Brooks,  retired  minister,  became  available  to  lead  the  work.  A  build- 
ing at  102  Charlotte  Avenue  in  Atlantic  Beach  became  available  for 
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lease.  It  was  secured  with  an  apartment  connected  to  the  building  as 
living  quarters  for  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Brooks. 

The  first  service  was  held  on  May  27,  1984  with  90  in  attendance. 
Misfortune  came  in  September  1984  when  Rev.  Brooks  suffered  a 
heart  attack  and  was  unable  to  assume  his  duties.  First  Baptist  con- 
sidered the  health  of  the  mission,  and  they  decided  that  the  mission 
was  strong  enough  to  call  a  full-time  pastor.  Rev.  Clell  Gibson,  retired 
minister  living  in  Atlantic  Beach,  was  called  as  interim  pastor.  A 
budget  of  $56,000.00  was  projected  for  1985. 

Rev.  Allen  Schuyler,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Carthage, 
North  Carolina,  accepted  the  call  and  began  his  work  in  February 
1985. 

In  the  fall  of  1985  a  tract  of  land  became  available  at  a  cost  of 
$200,000.00.  The  property  was  located  on  Salter  Path  Road.  First  Bap- 
tist, Morehead  gave  the  Mission  $25,000.00,  and  the  Mission  was  able 
to  raise  $75,000.00.  The  second  $100,000  was  secured  through  a  loan 
from  the  Church  Loan  Department  of  the  Home  Mission  Board,  S.B.C. 
The  property  was  purchased  in  June  1986. 

The  church  was  constituted  with  40  charter  members  in  1985.  At 
the  end  of  1987  membership  was  83  with  9  baptisms.  Total  gifts  to 
mission  causes  were  $8,677.00. 

The  loan  on  the  church  property  was  paid  off  as  of  January  1988. 
Rev.  Ken  Evans  is  the  current  pastor. 

First  Baptist,  Broad  Creek 
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Newport  Baptist  Church  held  vacation  Bible  School  in  the  Broad 
Creek  community  in  1978,  1979  and  1980.  As  a  result  of  the  schools, 
the  people  in  the  community  realized  the  need  for  a  mission. 

The  community  building  was  secured  for  one  year  and  New  Testa- 
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ment  Missionary  Chapel  was  started.  Sunday  morning  workshop  ser- 
vices and  Wednesday  evening  Bible  study  were  started.  Rev.  Matteo 
Di  Candia,  Sr.  was  called  to  lead  the  work. 

In  August  1981  property  on  highway  24  was  made  available  to  the 
mission.  Six  families  voted  to  purchase  the  valuable  property,  and 
under  the  watch  care  of  the  Atlantic  Association,  the  mission  grew. 

The  mission  was  constituted  into  a  church  in  August  1982  with 
Rev.  H.A.  Privette  and  Rev.  Bill  Voorhes  presiding  at  the  service.  The 
church  voted  to  change  its  name  to  First  Baptist  Church  and  to  hold 
its  books  open  30  days  to  charter  members. 

The  building  on  the  property  is  where  services  are  held. 

In  the  summer  of  1987  the  Brotherhood  of  the  Atlantic  Associa- 
tion put  a  new  roof  on  the  building. 

Resident  members  total  16.  Sunday  School  enrollment  is  34. 

Calvary  Baptist  Church 
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A  group  of  people  in  Beaufort  began  a  Bible-Study  in  early  1974 
in  the  home  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Eays,  with  Dorothy  Hewitt  and 
Carlton  Rose  as  teachers.  As  the  group  continued  to  meet,  interest 
grew  and  the  group  consulted  Rev.  H.A.  Privette,  Director  of  Mis- 
sion, about  the  possibility  of  forming  a  church.  Representatives  from 
the  group  met  with  the  Associational  Mission  Committee  on  Septem- 
ber 8,  1974.  After  questioning  the  representatives,  the  missions  com- 
mittee gave  consent  to  proceed  in  organizing  a  church. 

The  organizational  meeting  was  held  at  the  Beaufort  Elementary 
School  on  Sunday,  September  22, 1974.  There  were  thirty-five  charter 
members. 

The  first  official  act  of  the  church  was  on  Sunday  evening,  Septem- 
ber 22,  1974,  when  the  church  voted  to  license  Mac  Styron  to  the 
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Gospel  Ministry. 

Rev.  Floyd  Crompton  was  called  as  pastor  October  20,  1974. 

A  down  payment  was  made  on  property  off  Highway  101  about  one 
mile  outside  of  Beaufort.  Work  soon  began  on  the  first  unit  of  the 
church  which  consisted  of  one  large  room  from  worship,  two  restrooms 
and  three  Sunday  School  rooms.  The  church  held  services  at  the  Hous- 
ing Authority  Building  until  the  first  unit  was  completed  on  February 
2,  1975.  Carpet,  organ,  pulpit  furniture,  offering  plates,  hymnals  and 
a  communion  set  were  given  to  the  church.  Rev.  Crompton  served 
until  September  1,  1977. 

Rev.  Johnny  McBride  served  as  pastor  from  September  11,  1977 
until  August  24,  1980.  The  church  grew  through  a  special  Sunday 
School  Enlistment  Program  and  a  Bus  Ministry.  The  original  build- 
ing was  expanded  and  a  trailer  added  for  classrooms. 

In  August  1979,  $120,000  of  bonds  were  sold  in  two  days  and  work 
began  immediately  on  the  second  unit  of  the  church,  which  consisted 
of  a  sanctuary,  pastor's  study  and  additional  classrooms.  Services  in 
this  new  unit  were  held  May  11,  1980. 

Rev.  Bob  Rogers  served  the  church  from  1980-1984.  During  his 
pastorate  growth  continued  and  all  organizations  were  strengthened 
and  additions  made  to  the  total  program  of  the  church.  A  kitchen  was 
added  to  the  first  unit. 

The  church  celebrated  its  tenth  anniversary  September  22,  1984. 

Rev.  David  Baker  was  called  as  pastor  in  September  1985. 

On  March  15,  1987  the  church  was  broken  into  and  set  on  fire  by 
an  arsonist.  The  pastor's  study  was  completely  destroyed.  The  pas- 
tor lost  all  records,  books,  sermons,  etc.  The  sanctuary  was  destroyed 
by  fire  and  water  damage.  All  total,  $175,000  damage  was  done. 

Renovation  and  rebuilding  began  immediately.  The  church  met  in 
the  Sanctuary  in  October  1987  but  work  was  not  completed  until 
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January  1988.  As  repairs  were  done,  the  church  replaced  the  windows 
in  the  sanctuary  with  stained  glass  windows. 

Calvary  Baptist  Church  now  has  a  resident  membership  of  151.  In 
1987  total  mission  gifts  were  $7,410. 

Cape  Carteret  Baptist  Church 


Cape  Carteret  began  as  a  mission  in  1976.  The  mission  was  spon- 
sored by  the  Newport  Baptist  Church.  Meetings  were  first  held  in  the 
homes  of  members.  For  awhile  they  met  at  White  Oak  Elementary 
School,  Cape  Carteret  Firehouse  and  later  a  rented  building. 

As  the  church  grew,  the  need  for  a  church  building  became  increas- 
ingly apparent. 

The  church  was  organized  on  August  21, 1977.  A  five  and  one-  half 
acre  lot  was  deeded  to  the  church  by  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Associa- 
tion. The  property  had  been  given  to  the  Association  by  W.B.  Mc- 
Lean for  the  specific  purpose  of  building  a  church. 

The  church  was  dedicated  on  June  3,  1979  and  is  located  at  101 
Anita  Forte  Drive,  Cape  Carteret,  North  Carolina,  which  is  between 
Morehead  City  and  Jacksonville.  There  were  42  charter  members. 

The  church  is  located  in  an  area  that  is  fast  growing  and  is  a  resort 
area.  It  is  also  located  between  Cherry  Point  Marine  Base  and  Camp 
Lejune  Marine  Base. 

Rev.  Gary  Bishop  was  the  first  full-time  minister,  serving  from 
September  1978  until  January  1982. 

Rev.  Douglas  Williams  is  the  current  pastor.  The  current  member- 
ship in  190.  The  ministry  of  the  church  includes  Sunday  School,  wor- 
ship services,  WMU,  Brotherhood  and  a  Deacon  Ministry.  The  music 
program  includes  preschool  through  adults.  In  February  of  1988  the 
church  voted  to  sponsor  a  mission  of  Emerald  Isle. 
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Outreach  ministries  of  this  historic  church  have  included  Mission 
vacation  Bible  Schools,  Migrants,  Camp  grounds,  and  Seaman's 
Center.  In  1987  the  church  began  sponsoring  East  Carteret  Baptist 
Chapel. 

Cherry  Point  Baptist  Church 


July  16,  1951,  twenty-eight  people  met  at  the  home  of  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Ray  Lackey  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  "The  Cherry  Point  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Sunday  School." 
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The  group  felt  there  was  sufficient  need  to  start  a  mission  and  in 
January  1962,  thirty  members  of  the  group  joined  First  Baptist 
Church,  New  Bern,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  Mission  started  and 
asking  First  Baptist  of  New  Bern  to  sponsor  the  group. 

The  Mission  was  organized  into  Cherry  Baptist  Church  on  Septem- 
ber 21,  1952  with  seventy  charter  members.  That  meeting  was  held 
in  the  auditorium  of  the  Cherry  Point  School. 

With  the  financial  help  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  and  the 
Heck-Jones  WMU  Fund  of  North  Carolina,  the  Church  was  able  to 
purchase  a  building  lot.  The  first  unit  was  ready  for  occupancy  in  June 
1954.  In  June  1955  the  church  purchased  another  lot  for  parking 
space. 

Rev.  Ellis  Lanier  came  in  1963.  During  his  tenure  as  pastor,  the 
church  built  a  parsonage. 

Four  classrooms,  a  storage  area,  and  two  restrooms  for  the  hand- 
icapped were  added  to  the  facilities  with  dedication  services  on  July 
9,  1978. 

The  church  voted  in  1980  to  employ  an  associate  pastor.  Rev.  David 
Wilder  was  called  to  fill  that  position. 

In  June  1982  the  church  celebrated  the  retirement  of  all  indebted- 
ness. 

Rev.  Wilder  resigned  in  1984  to  become  a  Chaplain  in  the  United 
States  Navy. 

The  church  was  the  first  in  the  area  to  begin  an  outreach  ministry 
to  the  Japanese.  In  1987  youth  of  the  church  participated  in  a  mis- 
sion trip  to  Transylvania  Baptist  Association  in  Western  North 
Carolina.  There  they  helped  with  repairs  to  a  church. 

A  weekly  nursing  home  ministry  is  conducted  by  the  pastor  and 
volunteers.  A  monthly  nursing  home  ministry  is  conducted  by  the 
youth. 

Rev.  John  Wilkinson  is  currently  serving  as  pastor.  Membership 
has  grown  from  70  in  1952  to  256  resident  members  in  1987. 

Colony  Baptist  Church 

First  Baptist,  New  Bern,  purchased  approximately  seven  acres  in 
Colony  Estates  in  1971  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  church.  In  June 
1974  interested  members  from  First  Baptist  met  to  discuss  starting 
a  mission  on  the  property.  On  July  17,  1974,  the  group  made  a  re- 
quest to  First  Baptist  that  they  be  allowed  to  start  a  mission,  be  given 
ownership  of  the  property,  and  that  First  Baptist  be  the  Mother 
Church.  The  Colony  Baptist  Mission  was  constituted  as  Colony  Bap- 
tist Church  October  6,  1974  with  52  charter  members. 

The  first  unit  of  the  church  was  constructed  and  the  first  service 
held  March  23,  1975.  The  second  unit  was  completed  in  1979,  provid- 
ing educational  space,  a  kitchen  and  fellowship  area. 

Rev.  Eric  Rowland  was  the  first  pastor.  He  was  called  in  1974.  Ser- 
vices were  held  at  Craven  Community  College  until  the  first  unit  was 
completed.  Rev.  James  Hartley  served  as  the  second  pastor.  Rev.  Ben- 
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nie  Pledger  is  the  third  and  current  pastor. 

The  10th  anniversary  was  celebrated  with  special  services  in  1984. 

From  50  charter  members  in  1974,  the  church  now  has  125  resident 
members.  Mission  gifts  in  1986-1987  were  $4,515.00. 
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Cove  City  Missionary  Baptist  Church 


The  church  was  founded  April  14,  1895.  There  are  no  records  of  the 
early  years  of  the  church,  because  they  were  lost  in  1956  in  a  fire  at 
the  home  of  the  church  clerk.  The  land  on  which  the  church  was  built 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Julia  White. 

The  original  sanctuary  was  a  one-room  frame  structure  with  a 
squat  steeple.  The  church  has  undergone  two  renovations  with  the 
last  one  being  in  1958. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  church,  they  participated  in  a  field  with 
Dover,  Spring  Garden  and  Fort  Barnwell.  In  1958  the  church  formed 
a  field  with  Trenton  Baptist  Church.  In  1968  the  church  voted  to 
separate  and  have  a  full-time  pastor. 

Rev.  Louis  Carlton  was  ordained  to  the  Gospel  Ministry  at  the 
church  on  April  13,  1975.  That  was  the  first  ordination  at  the  church 
for  which  there  is  a  record. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charlie  Wilson  gave  the  church  a  building  lot  on  McCoy 
Avenue  for  a  pastorium.  A  mobile  home  was  purchased  until  a  pas- 
torium  could  be  built.  The  pastorium  was  built  and  dedication  service 
held  in  1987. 

Rev.  Randy  Hawkins  is  the  current  pastor.  The  resident  member- 
ship is  58. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Davis 

From  1844-1867  there  was  not  a  Baptist  Church  at  Davis.  The 
people  held  their  membership  at  Smyrna,  but  met  in  the  homes  of 
members  at  Davis  Shore. 

The  Davis  Baptist  Church  was  organized  August  10,  1867  with 
Rev.  Jacob  Utley  and  Rev.  T.J.  Leary  the  Presbytery.  Charter  mem- 
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bers  were  A.B.  Davis,  Hettle  Davis,  Millie  Davis,  Carolina  Murphy, 
Sabra  Davis,  Daniel  Davis,  Warren  Styron,  W.B.  Davis,  Sallie  Davis 
and  Kizzie  Davis.  In  1881  a  church  was  built. 

The  Associational  WMU  met  at  Davis  in  1898  and  was  permanent- 
ly organized. 

The  second  house  of  worship  was  built  in  1912.  In  1947  construc- 
tion on  the  present  church  was  begun  and  completed  in  1963.  Two 
parsonages  were  built  by  the  church:  the  first  in  1906  and  the  second 
in  1950. 

The  church  saw  its  missionary  vision  become  a  reality  in  the  fifties. 
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Rev.  Marvin  Haire  became  pastor,  and  two  missions  were  started  that 
later  became  churches:  Harkers  Island  (Huggins  Memorial  Baptist 
Church)  and  Newport  (Newport  Baptist  Church). 

The  missionary  vision  has  grown  continually,  and  seven  men  from 
this  congregation  have  been  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry. 

Rev.  Marvin  Haire  returned  in  1984  to  serve  as  pastor.  Almost  im- 
mediately the  church  sponsored  another  mission;  Victory  Chapel,  lo- 
cated in  Long  Island,  New  York.  The  mission  is  now  under  the  watch 
care  of  Metropolitan  New  York  Baptist  Association.  Dual  sponsorship 
continues  as  the  Atlantic  Association  financially  supports  the  mis- 
sion. 

Rev.  Marvin  Haire  continues  to  serve  as  pastor.  Resident  member- 
ship is  159.  Church  property  is  valued  at  $265,000.00.  Gifts  to  mis- 
sions in  1986-1987  totaled  $7,000.00. 

Dover  Missionary  Baptist  Church 


The  Dover  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  constituted  in  1898 
when  Rev.  C.W.  Blanchard  began  a  preaching  mission  in  the  com- 
munity. There  were  ten  charter  members. 

The  following  year,  Rev.  J.B.  Jackson  added  the  church  to  several 
other  churches  in  Lenoir  County  and  formed  a  circuit  field.  His  sup- 
port was  primarily  provided  by  gifts  from  several  members  of  the 
Kinston  Baptist  Church.  It  was  probably  due  to  this  connection  with 
Lenoir  County  Churches,  plus  its  location,  that  led  to  the  Dover 
Church's  taking  part  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  western  churches  in  the 
association  to  form  the  Neuse  Association  in  1899. 

The  Dover  Church  remained  in  the  Neuse  Association  until  1906 
when  the  Neuse-Atlantic  joined  to  form  one  association.  In  1929, 
Dover  remained  in  the  Atlantic  Association  when  the  two  groups 
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separated,  and  has  remained  in  the  Atlantic  Association  since  that 
time. 

For  many  years,  the  church  formed  a  field  with  other  churches  in 
the  area.  One  of  the  highlights  of  the  church  occurred  in  1933  when 
the  church  hosted  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Atlantic  Association. 

By  1940  Dover  had  a  full-time  pastor  and  in  1950,  membership 
reached  100. 

The  church  added  Sunday  School  classrooms  in  1959  and  a  pastor's 
study  in  1962.  The  Association  met  at  the  Dover  Church  again  in 
1976. 

Rev.  Troy  Deans,  a  native  son  of  the  Dover  Baptist  Church,  left  in 
1979  to  serve  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  as  a  missionary  to  Taiwan. 

Thirty-one  ministers  have  served  the  church.  Rev.  Michael  Pridgen 
is  presently  serving  as  pastor. 

Fort  Barnwell  Baptist  Church 


The  first  church  was  established  at  Fort  Barnwell  on  Saturday, 
April  1,  1854.  Fifteen  people  signed  the  church  covenant.  Colonel 
Samuel  S.  Biddle  led  this  endeavor,  and  the  church  was  built  on  land 
owned  by  the  Biddle  family. 

On  October  2, 1854  the  church  was  admitted  to  the  Union  Associa- 
tion. Rev.  George  Best  was  pastor  and  church  members  totaled  nine. 

During  the  late  1870's  and  early  1880's  the  church  went  down,  and 
other  denominations  held  services  in  the  church  building. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Everline  lane,  the  church  was  reor- 
ganized in  1883  and  Rev.  C.S.  Cashwell  served  as  pastor. 

Fort  Barnwell  joined  Cove  City  and  Spring  Garden  in  October  1900 
to  form  a  church  field.  Rev.  J.B.  Newton  was  pastor.  Spring  Garden 
pulled  out  of  the  field  in  1944,  and  in  1945  the  church  went  full-time 
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for  the  first  time  ever. 

The  church  split  and  for  almost  two  and  a  half  years,  two  Sunday 
schools  were  held. 

The  church  was  reunited  in  1947  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  W. 
M.  Cassess.  Eight  classrooms  were  added  and  the  basement  was  com- 
pleted. The  parsonage  was  built.  The  church  was  remodeled  in  1951. 

Ground-breaking  services  for  an  educational  unit  were  held  April 
6,  1958,  which  was  ready  for  use  January  1,  1959. 

The  building  of  a  new  sanctuary  began  August  2, 1959  and  dedica- 
tion services  were  May  23,  1965.  A  baptistry  was  completed  in  1972. 

Rev.  Herman  Orr  was  called  full-time  in  1973;  the  second  full-time 
minister  in  the  history  of  the  church. 

Many  things  have  been  donated  to  the  church  including  a  Bible 
presented  in  1883. 

The  greatest  accomplishment  of  the  church  is  the  people  that  be- 
came disciples  of  Jesus  because  there  was  a  church  at  Fort  Barnwell. 

A  Homebound  Sunday  Sunday  School  Department  was  imple- 
mented in  November  1987.  Plans  are  underway  to  add  a  fellowship 
hall  to  the  present  structure. 

Rev.  Burleson,  pastor,  served  on  a  team  from  the  Home  Mission 
Board  in  February  1988  that  ministered  to  the  athletes  of  the  1988 
Winter  Olympics  in  Calgery,  Canada. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Havelock 

There  was  not  a  Baptist  Church  in  Havelock  prior  to  1949.  Protes- 
tant and  Catholic  Services  were  held  at  different  times  in  the  com- 
munity building. 

After  construction  of  Cherry  Point  Marine  Corps  Air  Station  in  the 
early  1940's,  the  town  grew  rapidly  and  the  need  for  churches  became 
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acute. 

Nineteen  people  from  four  Baptist  churches  in  the  Atlantic  Associa- 
tion and  interested  people  in  the  community  met  on  May  17, 1949  and 
made  the  decision  to  organize  a  Baptist  church. 

A  census  was  taken  and  letters  mailed  to  all  known  Baptists  in  the 
area. 

On  June  19, 1949  the  first  service  of  the  newly  formed  Baptist  con- 
gregation was  held  in  the  Cherry  Theater.  The  first  pastor,  Rev.  R.E. 
Reece,  was  called  on  July  17,  1949  and  October  26,  1949,  the  church 
was  admitted  to  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Association. 

Property  was  purchased  on  Hollywood  Blvd.  that  same  year  and 
three  dallas  huts  were  placed  there.  Sunday  evening  and  Wednesday 
evening  services  were  held  in  the  huts  while  Sunday  morning  services 
continued  at  the  Cherry  Theater. 

In  August  1949  work  began  on  the  building  which  presently  houses 
First  Baptist.  For  several  years  thereafter,  beginning  in  November 
1950,  the  congregation  met  in  a  building  formerly  owned  by  the  North 
Harlowe  Baptist  Church,  Harlowe,  North  Carolina.  The  building  was 
presented  to  First  Baptist  Church  as  a  gift  when  the  North  Harlowe 
congregation  disbanded.  The  building  was  dismantled  and 
transported  to  the  east  corner  of  the  church  property  where  it  was 
reassembled  and  stood  until  1973. 

In  March  1954  work  resumed  on  a  permanent  facility.  The  work 
was  done  by  members,  and  this  remarkable  undertaking  was  com- 
pleted in  two  years  at  a  mere  cost  of  $25,000.00.  The  completed  struc- 
ture was  a  sanctuary  and  fellowship  hall.  In  1975  an  educational  wing 
was  added  on  the  east  side  of  the  main  building,  and  in  1987  a  two- 
story  educational  unit  was  completed  on  the  west  side  of  the  worship 
center.  Simultaneously  in  1987  all  parking  lots  were  paved. 

The  church  has  had  outreach  ministries  that  include  Literary  clas- 
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ses,  Japanese  Bible  Study,  Hispanic  Bible  study  and  prison  work. 

Seven  ministers  have  served  the  church.  Dr.  Donald  Hadley  is  the 
present  pastor,  having  served  since  1973.  Current  resident  member- 
ship is  433  ministers. 

Huggins  Memorial  Baptist  Church 


Harker's  Island  Baptist  Mission  was  started  in  1952  by  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  Davis.  Rev.  Marvin  Haire,  their  pastor,  led  this  new  en- 
deavor. 

The  Davis  Church  applied  to  the  Home  Mission  Board,  S.B.C.,  in 
October  1955  for  a  loan  to  erect  a  church  at  Harker's  Island.  Services 
were  held  in  the  new  church  in  1956. 

By  1961  the  loan  to  the  Home  Mission  Board  was  paid  off.  That 
was  possible  because  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.D.  Nichols  of  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina  gave  the  mission  $1,000.00  to  pay  the  balance  due  on  the 
loan.  A  note  burning  service  was  held  and  the  name  of  the  mission 
was  changed  to  Huggins  Memorial  Baptist  Mission.  A  porch  was 
added  in  1972. 

The  Mission  was  organized  as  a  church  on  July  29,  1979  as  Hug- 
gins Memorial  Baptist  Church. 

In  1981-1982,  the  walls  of  the  church  were  bricked.  The  interior  of 
the  sanctuary  was  plastered.  Stained  glass  windows  and  carpet  in- 
stalled. 

Resident  membership  is  50. 

Marshallberg  Baptist  Church 

A  series  of  revivals  were  held  at  Marshallberg  in  1899  by  Dr.  C.W. 
Blanchard.  Prior  to  that  time,  other  Baptist  ministers  came  to  the 
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community  and  conducted  services.  There  were  as  many  as  fourteen 
in  Marshallberg  that  desired  to  have  a  Baptist  Church  there,  and  mar- 
shallberg  Baptist  Church  was  organized  following  the  revival  by  Dr. 
Blanchard.  A  small  one-room  school  house  served  as  the  only  place 
of  worship. 

Plans  and  work  soon  began  on  a  church  building.  It  was  not  until 
1905  that  the  church  was  completed.  At  that  time,  Rev.  W.H.  Hall 
was  pastor.  During  his  pastorate  the  Sunday  School  was  organized. 

Sometime  between  1923  and  1925  a  pastorium  was  built.  An  annex 
was  added  to  the  church  during  1957-1959.  The  church  became  debt 
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free  in  1966. 

Rev.  Wade  Bunce  became  pastor  in  1970.  The  church  held  its  first 
Homecoming  that  year. 

The  church  realized  in  1970  that  extensive  repairs  had  to  be  made 
to  the  sanctuary  or  they  had  to  build  a  new  one.  A  vote  was  taken  in 
April  1972  to  build  a  new,  modern  sanctuary.  Construction  began  in 
October  1972  and  the  first  service  was  held  in  the  new  facility  the  first 
Sunday  in  July  1973.  The  debt  on  the  sanctuary  was  eradicated  in 
1977.  The  following  year  construction  began  on  a  pastorium.  Member- 
ship was  158  and  Rev.  William  Tyndall  was  pastor. 

Marshallberg  Church  hosted  the  100th  annual  meeting  of  the  At- 
lantic Baptist  Association  in  October  1983. 

Rev.  W.L.  Parker,  Jr.  is  the  current  pastor.  Resident  membership 
is  123. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Morehead  City 


The  First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Morehead  City  was  or- 
ganized July  10,  1873  with  ten  charter  members.  Rev.  Jacob  Utley 
was  the  first  pastor.  The  first  communion  service  was  held  in  July 
1879.  A  cut  glass  decanter  was  used  for  many  years  because  there 
was  no  communion  set. 

Two  lots  were  donated  in  1882  by  Mr.  John  L.  Morehead.  The  new 
church  was  built  and  the  first  service  held  Christmas  Day  1882. 

Following  a  revival  in  1884,  thirty-seven  converts  were  baptized  in 
Bogue  Sound. 

Rev.  Hight  C.  Moore  was  called  as  the  first  full-time  minister  in 
1890;  his  annual  salary  was  $500.00. 

In  1909  the  church  voted  to  remodel  the  church  and  add  four  Sun- 
day School  classrooms.  The  cost  was  not  to  exceed  $4,000.00. 
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A  corner  lot  from  the  church  was  purchased  and  a  parsonage  erected 
from  1891-1921. 

Additions  were  made  to  the  church  in  1923  and  a  pipe  organ  in- 
stalled. The  organ  was  rebuilt  in  1949.  That  organ  was  replaced  in 
1975  with  an  Allen  Digital  Computer  Three  Manual  organ  purchased 
with  memorial  contributions.  A  Grande  Steinway  piano  was  pur- 
chased in  1976. 

Dr.  John  Bunn  served  as  pastor  from  1941  to  1958.  During  that 
time  a  new  Sunday  School  building  was  completed.  These  facilities 
were  enlarged  in  1968. 

The  church  began  Parkview  Mission  in  1953,  and  continued  to 
financially  support  the  Parkview  Baptist  Church  until  1967. 

The  Bogue  Banks  Resort  ministry  began  in  1969,  and  First  Bap- 
tist Church  joined  other  churches  in  the  area  in  supporting  the  min- 
istry which  included  a  beach  ministry  and  a  Seaman's  Center. 

The  R.D.  Campbell  Memorial  Library  was  opened  and  dedicated  in 
1973. 

The  church  suffered  a  tragic  break  in  harmony  in  1983  when  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Howard  Knight,  was  dismissed.  Rev.  Knight  and  189 
members  left  the  church  and  started  Open  Door  Baptist  Church. 

In  1983  the  church  began  Island  Mission  at  Pine  Knoll  Shores.  A 
mission  team  was  sent  to  West  Virginia  to  help  build  a  church 
sanctuary.  The  Island  Mission  was  constituted  in  May  1985  as  Bogue 
Banks  Baptist  Church. 

The  church  currently  has  a  resident  membership  of  782.  Rev.  Char- 
les Allard  is  pastor.  A  complete  history  of  the  church  was  published 
in  1987,  "Our  Christian  Heritage."  Mission  gifts  in  1986-1987  totaled 
$77,764.00. 
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National  Avenue  Baptist  Church 
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National  Avenue  Baptist  Mission  began  October  4, 1953  under  the 
leadership  of  First  Baptist  Church,  New  Bern.  Rev  Guthrie  Colvard, 
Associational  Missionary,  conducted  the  worship  service  with  fifty  in 
attendance. 

The  Mission  organized  into  a  church  on  March  21, 1954  with  sixty- 
four  charter  members.  The  church  was  received  into  the  Atlantic  As- 
sociation November  4,  1954.  Rev  Alee  Thompson,  the  first  pastor, 
accepted  the  call  in  March  1954. 
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The  first  unit  of  the  church  was  completed  in  1955  and  dedication 
services  held  March  20,  1955.  In  September  1956,  the  pastorium  was 
completed.  The  second  unit  of  the  church  was  ready  in  October  1956. 
This  was  used  for  worship  services  and  classroom. 

The  church  experienced  a  great  revival  in  March  1959.  Rev.  Joe 
Everett  conducted  the  revival  and  thirty-seven  people  joined  the 
church. 

An  apartment  complex  was  purchased  and  dedicated  in  1969.  They 
were  remodeled  and  used  as  classrooms  and  a  church  kitchen.  One 
apartment  was  set  apart  and  used  for  the  pastor's  study,  church  of- 
fice and  guest  accommodations,  and  is  referred  to  as  "The  Annex." 

A  Day  Care  Center  was  started  in  1970.  It  remained  open  for  three 
years,  but  closed  in  1973  because  of  strict  regulations  imposed  by  the 
state. 

The  church  voted  in  1971  to  build  a  sanctuary.  The  first  service  in 
the  new  sanctuary  was  on  September  16,  1973. 

A  unique  ministry  was  undertaken  by  the  church  in  1983.  The 
church  converted  one  section  of  the  annex  into  a  three  bedroom,  living 
room,  dinning  room,  kitchen  and  two  bath  apartment.  The  apartment 
is  used  to  house  out  of  town  families  that  have  family  members  in 
Craven  County  Hospital  due  to  accidents  and  sudden  illness.  With 
the  cooperation  of  the  hospital,  guests  are  chosen  on  the  basis  of  need. 
"Friendship  House"  has  hosted  several  hundred  families.  There  is  no 
charge  for  the  families,  but  donations  may  be  made  if  the  families 
desire  to  do  so.  This  Outreach  Ministry  continues  today. 

In  1984  the  church  celebrated  its  30th  anniversary  and  liquidated 
the  $25,000.00  debt  on  the  sanctuary. 

For  the  past  seven  years  the  church  has  presented  a  live  outdoor 
Christmas  Drama  on  the  church  lawn.  The  drama  last  twenty  minutes, 
and  there  are  four  showings  each  night;  it  is  held  four  nights  each 
years. 

The  first  Minister  of  Education  was  employed  in  February  1987, 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Ellis  of  Smithfield,  Virginia. 

The  church  Outreach  Ministry  includes  Friendship  House,  Back- 
yard Bible  Clubs,  Nursing  Home  Ministry  and  a  Tape  Ministry. 

Rev.  Phillip  Hall  is  the  current  pastor.  Resident  membership  is  319 
and  the  church  gave  $14,218.00  for  all  mission  causes  during  1986- 
1987. 

Neuse  River  Baptist  Church 

Since  there  was  no  Baptist  church  between  New  Bern  and 
Havelock,  the  Association  formed  a  mission  council  in  the  spring  of 
1957  to  start  work  in  the  Neuse  Forest  Community.  The  council  was 
made  up  of  pastors  and  members  from  the  Baptist  Churches  in  new 
Bern  and  Havelock  and  was  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Guthrie  Col- 
vard,  Associational  Missionary. 

Property  was  purchased  on  Highway  70  East,  and  First  Baptist 
Church,  Havelock,  donated  an  old  warehouse  for  use  as  a  meeting 
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house. 

The  Mission  held  its  first  worship  service  September  22,  1957  with 
19  present.  The  location  did  not  prove  to  be  the  best,  so  a  more 
desirable  location  was  sought. 

The  new  property  was  purchased  in  December  1958,  located  on  the 
old  Cherry  Point  Road  at  the  corner  of  Battleground  Avenue.  Cost  of 
the  property  was  $3,000.00. 

By  special  vote  on  January  21,  1958,  the  church  would  be  named 
Battleground  Park  Baptist  Church.  As  a  mission,  it  was  Battleground 
Park  Mission. 
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Construction  on  the  church  began  in  1959.  The  people  moved  into 
the  new  building  in  January  1960  and  dedication  services  were  held 
February  28,  1960.  Rev.  Bob  Whaley  was  the  first  full  time  pastor. 

The  mission  was  constituted  a  church  on  July  22, 1962.  A  parsonage 
was  purchased  in  1963  and  a  fellowship  hall  built  in  1964. 

The  church  voted  in  1977  to  change  the  name  of  the  church  to  Neuse 
River  Baptist  Church. 

Since  1985  the  people  of  the  church  have  remodeled,  carpeted, 
padded  the  pews,  and  repainted  the  exterior  of  the  church  and  fellow- 
ship buildings. 

The  church  celebrated  its  25th  anniversary  in  October  of  1987,  Rev. 
Tom  Jones,  former  pastor,  brought  the  message. 

Ten  ministers  have  served  as  pastor  to  the  church.  Membership 
today  is  126.  Rev.  Ron  Curley  is  the  current  pastor. 

First  Baptist  Church,  New  Bern 

The  First  Baptist  Church  is  the  oldest  church  in  the  Atlantic  As- 
sociation. Down  through  the  years,  it  has  been  known  as  "Middle 
Street  Church,"  "Newbern  Baptist"  and  "New  Bern  Church."  Her  his- 
tory dates  back  to  1809. 

The  first  services  of  the  church  were  held  in  the  home  of  Elijah 
Clark  in  the  spring  of  1809.  Founding  members  were  Elijah  Clark, 
John  Brinson  and  Mrs.  Joshua  Mitchell.  Services  were  held  in  the 
homes  of  members  until  a  church  could  be  erected. 

With  lumber  donated  by  Zacchaeus  Slade,  volunteers  built  a  simple 
frame  structure  that  was  ready  for  use  by  the  summer  of  1811  and 
was  located  on  Johnson  street. 

The  first  pastor  of  whom  there  was  a  record  was  Rev.  Thomas 
Meredith.  John  McCabe  and  Rev.  William  P.  Biddle  served  at  times. 
In  those  early  days,  prayer  meetings  were  held  in  the  homes.  Church 
pew  were  rented. 

On  July  2,  1948,  a  brick  church  was  dedicated  at  a  cost  of 
$12,000.00.  It  was  built  on  the  present  site  and  is  still  in  use  today. 
In  1845  the  lot  was  purchased  from  Dr.  John  R.  Justice  for  $1,000.00. 

The  first  parsonage  was  built  during  1883-1886  at  a  cost  of  $3,000 
and  Rev.  C.A.  Jenkins  was  the  first  pastor  to  occupy  the  parsonage. 

Adjacent  property  has  since  been  purchased,  and  in  1958  an  educa- 
tional plant  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $250,000.00.  The  building  was 
completed  and  dedication  services  were  held  in  1963. 

In  1980  the  church  entered  a  renovation  program  for  the  interior 
of  the  sanctuary  that  cost  $500,000.00. 

Building  programs  and  renovations  were  entered  into  as  the  church 
grew  and  space  was  needed  for  expansion. 

Thomas  Meredith,  founder  of  the  Biblical  Recorder,  served  as  pas- 
tor from  1819  to  1822  and  from  1834  to  1836.  During  his  second  pas- 
torate, he  published  the  Biblical  Recorder.  The  name  of  the  paper  then 
was  Biblical  Interpreter.  The  name  was  later  changed  to  The  Biblical 
Recorder. 
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Thomas  Meredith,  Samuel  Wait,  William  Briddle,  Richard  Furman, 
Jr.  and  William  Hooper  were  just  a  few  of  the  pioneer  Baptist  mini- 
sters that  served  as  pastor  were  First  Baptist.  Many  of  these  were 
among  the  leaders  that  founded  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina. 

The  church  was  used  as  a  hospital  during  the  Civil  War.  The  State 
Convention  met  at  the  church  in  1869,  and  the  State  WMU  Annual 
meeting  met  there  in  1915  and  in  1958. 

Forty-three  ministers  have  served  this  church.  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Den- 
ton is  the  current  pastor.  The  present  resident  membership  is  539. 
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Many  of  its  members  have  served  as  missionaries,  state  and 
denominational  leaders.  Others  have  dedicated  themselves  to  Chris- 
tian service  as  pastors  and  ministers  of  education. 

First  Baptist  has  started  several  missions  that  later  became  chur- 
ches. They  were:  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  Cherry  Point  Baptist, 
Colony  Baptist  and  National  Avenue.  First  Baptist  united  with  other 
churches  in  the  area  to  begin  a  mission  between  New  Bern  and 
Havelock.  The  Baptist  Mission  is  now  Neuse  River  Baptist  Church. 

In  February  of  1988,  the  church  voted  to  sponsor  two  new  works 
at  Brice's  Creek  and  Fairfield  Harbour. 

From  small  beginnings  of  meeting  in  the  homes  of  members  the 
church  now  includes  facilities  valued  at  $1,500,000.00.  Mission  gifts 
in  1986-1987  totaled  $116,280.00. 

In  1988,  this  historic  church  will  celebrate  one  hundred  eighty  years 
of  spreading  the  gospel  in  New  Bern  and  its  surrounding  area. 

Newport  Baptist  Church 


Newport  Baptist  Church  came  into  existence  because  of  the  mis- 
sionary vision  of  Davis  Baptist  Church  and  its  pastor,  Rev.  Marvin 
Haire. 

A  survey  was  taken  and  the  first  meeting  was  held  November  23, 
1951.  The  meeting  was  held  in  a  room  over  a  garage  owned  by  Mr. 
Moses  C.  Howard. 

Rev.  Haire  came  on  Sunday  afternoons  and  preached  at  2:30  p.m. 

The  church  was  organized  May  17,  1953  with  44  charter  members. 
The  organizational  meeting  was  held  in  the  Newport  Consolidated 
School.  Rev.  D.B.  Cummins  was  the  first  pastor. 

The  first  unit  of  the  church  was  constructed  in  1954.  Several  lots 
have  been  purchased  since  that  time.  Today  the  church  plant  includes 
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two  educational  units,  a  sanctuary  and  a  pastorium  valued  at  $96,550. 

The  church  sponsored  the  Cape  Carteret  Mission  in  1976  and 
worked  with  the  Mission  until  it  organized  in  1977. 

On  June  2,  1985,  Newport  Baptist  Church  commissioned  twenty- 
four  of  its  members  to  begin  a  new  work  in  Havelock.  The  mission 
(McCotter  Blvd.  Mission)  is  currently  holding  services  in  the  Associa- 
tional  Center  with  Rev.  Steven  Oates  serving  as  them  mission  pastor. 

Since  1953,  the  church  has  licensed  eight  members  to  preach  the 
gospel.  Six  of  them  have  been  ordained. 

Nine  ministers  have  served  the  church  and  Rev.  Terry  Farmer  is 
presently  serving  as  pastor.  Outreach  ministries  include  prison,  rest 
home,  Bible  studies  and  Homebound. 

There  are  487  resident  members  and  total  mission  gifts  in  1986- 
1987  were  $24,404.00. 

Oriental  Baptist  Church 

The  Oriental  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1899  by  Rev.  Ayden. 
The  nine  charter  members  were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.H.  Peterson;  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  W.J.  Smith,  Sr.;  Mrs.  Hannah  Weisiger;  Joe,  Charlie  and  Will 
Weisiger;  and  Roena  Weisiger. 

Services  were  first  held  in  a  room  over  Haskins  store  and  later  at 
the  school. 

A  church  was  built  in  1906  on  property  donated  by  Dr.  &  Mrs. 
Peterson.  Dedication  services  were  held  in  1908,  and  Dr.  Livingston 
Johnson,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention, 
delivered  the  main  address.  In  1922,  the  church  acquired  property 
across  from  the  church  to  be  used  for  a  parsonage. 

In  1932  the  church  contracted  for  the  sale  of  the  church  site  and 
utility  building  to  the  County  Board  of  Education  for  school  use.  A 
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new  brick  veneer  church  was  begun  on  the  site  proposed  for  the  par- 
sonage, and  was  completed  in  1933. 

The  church  celebrated  its  50th  birthday  in  1953.  There  were  56 
members  in  1957. 

Restrooms,  new  classrooms  and  new  sanctuary  carpeting  were 
added  in  1971.  Heating  and  air  conditioning  were  installed. 

James  Winslow  was  the  pastor  in  1972,  and  the  church  gave  him  a 
trip  to  the  Holy  Land. 

A  baptistry  was  installed  in  1985. 

Rev.  James  Oliver  is  current  pastor.  Resident  membership  is  50. 
The  church  gave  $2,229  to  all  mission  causes  in  1987.  Church  proper- 
ty is  valued  at  $150,000.00.  There  were  75  enrolled  in  VBS  in  1987. 

Parkview  Baptist  Church 

The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Morehead  City  made  a  survey  in  1953 
to  determine  if  there  was  sufficient  need  to  begin  a  mission  in  the  area 
west  of  Morehead  City.  The  survey  was  fruitful,  and  a  lot  100'  by  300' 
and  building  were  purchased  for  $9,000.00.  There  were  two  dwellings 
on  the  property:  one  was  sold  and  the  other  kept  for  Sunday  School 
classrooms.  Prior  to  this  purchase,  meetings  were  held  in  the  America 
Legion  Hut. 

On  June  12,  1955  a  ground-breaking  service  for  the  first  unit  was 
held.  There  were  114  enrolled  in  the  mission.  Services  were  held  in  the 
completed  building  January  15,  1956. 

Parkview  Baptist  Church  was  constituted  on  April  15,  1956.  Rev. 
W.T.  Cockman,  associate  pastor  of  Morehead  First,  was  called  as  the 
first  pastor.  There  were  seventy  charter  members.  The  church  was 
received  into  the  Atlantic  Association  on  November  2,  1956. 

A  parsonage  was  purchased  in  1962  and  work  was  begun  on  a 
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sanctuary.  The  church  borrowed  $21,000.00  in  1963  to  complete  the 
sanctuary  and  contracted  Hugh  Harrell  to  complete  the  project. 
Dedication  services  for  the  new  sanctuary  were  held  August  2,  1964. 
All  assistance  from  the  Morehead  First  Church  ceased  in  1967.  A  pas- 
torium  was  built  and  dedicated  in  1972. 

A  scholarship  fund  was  set  up  in  1974  for  those  in  the  church  who 
needed  help  in  pursuing  a  Christian  Vocation. 

Ground-breaking  for  a  new  educational  unit  was  held  in  1975.  A 
campground  ministry  was  started  at  Salter  Path.  An  activity  bus  was 
purchasedd  and  eighteen  percent  of  receipts  were  given  to  missions. 

The  parsonage  became  debt  free  in  1976  as  the  result  of  a  gift  to 
the  church. 

The  new  educational  building  was  dedicated  in  1978.  That  same 
year  a  Christian  School  was  begun  and  the  first  graduation  program 
held  in  1979. 

The  sanctuary  became  debt  free  in  1980  and  in  1981  the  church 
celebrated  its  25th  anniversary. 

Nine  ministers  have  served  the  church  and  the  present  pastor  is 
Rev.  Dennis  Jones. 

The  educational  building  and  the  library  were  destroyed  by  fire 
March  4,  1987.  Renovation  of  the  educational  building  was  completed 
on  August  1,  1987. 

Currently  there  are  260  resident  members.  The  church  participates 
in  a  campground  ministry  during  the  summer.  During  1986-1987  the 
church  gave  $28,224  to  mission  causes. 

Peletier  Baptist  Church 

On  March  11,  1953  fifty-seven  people  met  and  unanimously  voted 
to  organize  a  church  with  Rev.  L.  J.  Atkinson  leading  the  movement. 
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Another  meeting  was  held  three  days  later  to  present  and  describe  a 
parcel  of  land  given  by  Colon  and  Ethel  Brown.  The  property  was 
given  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  church,  a  cemetery  and  a  recrea- 
tion area.  The  first  communion  service  was  held  June  27,  1953. 

The  church  petitioned  admission  to  the  Atlanta  Association  on  Oc- 
tober 29,  1953. 

The  sanctuary  was  completed  in  1954  and  the  educational  unit  was 
finished  in  1961.  A  parsonage  was  built  in  1973  and  a  baptistry  was 
installed  in  1982. 

Renovations  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  meet  the  needs 
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of  the  church  and  to  make  the  sanctuary  and  educational  unit  more 
comfortable. 

The  church  suffered  a  loss  of  some  of  its  membership  in  1967.  The 
pastor  left  in  May  1967  to  start  an  Independent  Church  and  he  took 
46  members  with  him. 

Rev.  H.A.  Privette,  Associational  Missionary,  led  the  church  and 
helped  the  remaining  members  unify  and  get  the  church  back  on  its 
feet. 

Rev.  Lester  King  was  called  as  pastor  in  1967  and  he  served  until 
his  death  in  1976. 

The  church  had  206  resident  members  in  1987  and  there  were  13 
baptisms.  Church  property  is  valued  at  $351,000.00.  Gifts  to  all  mis- 
sion causes  in  1987  totaled  $4,439.00.  Rev.  Ted  Williams  is  pastor. 


Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church 


MMik  __. 


According  to  associational  ministers  of  the  Union  Association, 
Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1841.  When  the  associa- 
tion met  in  1844,  they  mentioned  in  their  minutes  that  Piney  Grove 
was  "recently  constituted  and  the  prospect  of  their  number  increas- 
ing was  encouraging."  In  1845  the  church  had  76  members. 

In  1861  the  associational  minutes  stated  that  Piney  Grove  had  built 
a  house  of  worship. 

The  property  on  which  the  church  now  stands  was  given  in  1861 
by  Mr.  John  Oliver. 

The  church  petitioned  the  association  in  1865  for  a  pastor.  There 
were  43  members,  but  they  had  not  had  a  preaching  service  in  over 
four  years. 

The  first  Sunday  School  was  reported  in  1877  with  68  enrolled. 
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The  church  was  remodeled  in  1899.  The  pulpit  was  moved  from  one 
end  to  the  other,  and  four  doors  were  replaced  with  windows.  All  the 
work  was  done  by  members  of  the  church. 

The  WMU  was  organized  in  1913  with  Mrs.  Jennie  McDaniel  presi- 
dent. 

In  1927  the  church  voted  to  allow  women  deacons. 

Renovations  were  made  to  the  church  in  1952.  A  loan  was  secured 
from  the  State  Convention  in  1969  and  the  church  was  able  to  install 
running  water,  restrooms,  kitchen  and  fellowship  hall.  A  study  was 
also  added.  In  1976  renovations  were  completed  and  the  debt  to  the 
State  Convention  retired. 

The  church  celebrated  its  150th  anniversary  on  September  20, 1981. 

In  1987  resident  membership  was  43.  Rev.  Mike  Oliver  is  the  pas- 
tor. 

Pollocksville  Baptist  Church 

Rev.  C.  S.  Cashwell  came  to  Pollocksville  as  a  missionary  from  the 
Eastern  Association.  He  held  a  series  of  meetings  over  Charles 
Whitty's  store  in  1882. 

A  church  was  soon  erected  on  land  donated  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Samuel 
Hudson.  Lumber  was  donated  by  T.A.  Bell,  and  Mr.  J.C.  Whitty 
sawed  the  lumber  and  saw  that  it  was  hauled  by  ox  cart  back  to  the 
land  where  the  church  was  to  be  built.  The  church  was  completed  in 
October  1882  and  reported  to  the  Eastern  Association  in  1883.  Mem- 
bership was  21. 

The  Eastern  Association  met  at  the  Pollocksville  Church  in  1884. 
It  was  there  that  20  churches  were  dismissed  to  form  the  Atlantic  As- 
sociation, of  which  Pollocksville  is  a  charter  church. 

The  early  1900's  were  stable  years.  In  1905  there  were  15  baptisms 
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and  in  1915  Sunday  School  enrollment  was  100. 

Rev.  L.M.  Holloway  came  in  1924.  There  were  33  baptisms  the  first 
year;  the  most  in  one  year  in  the  Church's  history. 

All  church  minutes  prior  to  1946  were  lost  in  a  residential  fire. 

Rev.  Charles  Midkeff,  the  first  full-time  pastor,  was  called  in  1962. 
For  over  80  years  the  Church  had  shared  a  field  with  Piney  Grove 
Baptist  Church. 

The  church  voted  in  1962  to  construct  a  new  building.  Final  ser- 
vices in  the  old  building  were  held  in  July  1963.  Dedication  services 
for  the  new  building  were  held  in  September  1963. 

Rev.  Al  Andrews  served  as  pastor  from  1966-1970.  During  his  pas- 
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torate  a  parsonage  was  built. 

Ray  Howell,  a  student  at  Southeastern  Seminary,  was  called  as  pas- 
tor in  1977.  Mr.  Howell  was  ordained  in  the  Pollocksville  church.  This 
was  another  "first"  for  the  church. 

In  August  1979  the  church  appointed  a  Centennial  Committee  to 
begin  making  plans  for  the  church's  100th  anniversary  in  April  1982. 

The  final  payment  on  the  parsonage  was  made  in  1980.  The  church 
was  debt  free  for  the  first  time  in  seventeen  years.  In  1981,  18  per- 
cent of  the  total  receipts  were  designated  to  missions. 

Over  300  people  attended  the  Centennial  Service  April  18,  1982. 
Among  the  activities  was  a  drama  of  the  church  history.  A  history  of 
the  church  "A  century  of  Christian  Service,"  was  written  by  the  pas- 
tor, Rev.  Ray  Howell. 

Rev.  Michael  Lovett  is  the  current  pastor.  Resident  membership  is 
133.  Total  mission  gifts  in  1986-87  were  $12,390.00. 

A  significant  event  in  the  Pollocksville  Church  came  in  1984.  Mr. 
Tom  Watson  volunteered  for  short-term  mission  service  to  Togo, 
Africa.  A  special  commissioning  service  was  held  for  Mr.  Watson.  The 
associational  WMU  and  area  churches  financially  gave  support  to  Mr. 
Watson  for  the  trip  to  Togo. 

Reece's  Chapel  Baptist  Church 


Rev.  W.B.  Avery  held  a  revival  at  the  Millcreek  School  in  July  1907. 
As  a  result  of  that  revival,  eleven  people  (eight  men  and  3  women) 
met  and  formed  the  church.  Rev.  W.B.  Avery  was  called  as  the  first 
pastor.  Millcreek  Baptist  Church  was  chosen  as  the  name  of  the 
church. 

The  church  had  no  property.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year,  member- 
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ship  was  20  and  the  budget  was  $40.52.  The  church  continued  to  meet 
at  the  school  until  1912. 

In  1913  a  church  was  built  on  the  river  shore  in  full  view  of  the 
bay.  The  name  was  changed  to  Bayview  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Gay  Bell  donated  a  parcel  of  land  approximately  two  miles  from 
the  Church.  In  1967  construction  of  a  church  was  begun  on  the  new 
site.  The  old  church  was  torn  down  and  the  property  is  now  a  com- 
munity cemetery.  The  church  was  renamed  Millcreek  Baptist  Church 
and  Rev.  R.E.  Reece  was  pastor,  membership  had  risen  to  156. 

The  name  of  the  church  was  changed  in  1968  to  Reece' s  Chapel  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church 

Since  1967,  the  church  had  met  in  the  fellowship  hall.  The  new 
sanctuary  was  completed  and  dedicated  August  24, 1975.  Rev.  Reece 
died  in  1976.  He  served  for  24  years  as  pastor. 

Rev.  Henry  Huggins  is  the  current  interim  pastor.  Membership  is 
207  and  the  value  of  the  church  property,  including  the  parsonage  is 
$304,000.00. 

River  Bend  Baptist  Church 

Mr.  Carl  Johnson,  a  resident  of  River  Bend,  saw  the  need  for  a 
church  in  the  newly  corporated  town.  Mr.  Johnson  shared  his  vision 
with  Rev.  Bill  Voorhes,  pastor  of  Temple  Baptist  church,  New  Bern. 
Rev.  Voorhes  was  excited  and  shared  his  concern  with  the  congrega- 
tion at  Temple. 

After  consultation  with  the  Associational  Director  of  Missions  and 
the  Church  Extension  Department  of  the  State  Convention  on  the 
best  possible  way  to  pursue  new  work  in  the  River  Bend  community, 
a  planning  meeting  was  held  April  14,  1981.  Twelve  families  from 
Temple  made  a  commitment  to  begin  the  mission  and  the  first  service 
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was  held  July  12,  1981  in  the  old  Trent  Academ  Complex.  Rev.  Voor- 
hes  conducted  the  worship  services  each  Sunday  at  9:30  a.m. 

Property  of  3.21  acres  at  the  entrance  to  River  Bend  was  located. 
One  of  the  owners  gave  his  share  to  the  church  and  the  other  was  pur- 
chased for  $25,000.00.  The  property  was  valued  at  $150,000.00 

Temple  purchased  the  land  and  through  money  budgeted  by 
Temple  and  special  gifts  by  individuals,  the  property  was  paid  for  in 
1982. 

In  July  1982  work  began  on  the  sanctuary-educational  unit.  Rev. 
Alvin  Morgan  was  called  as  Mission  Pastor.  The  first  service  was  held 
in  the  new  unit  on  November  7,  1982. 

On  January  1, 1984  the  River  Bend  Mission  became  a  self-support- 
ing church  and  57  members  of  Temple  Baptist  requested  their  letters 
be  moved  and  placed  in  membership  of  the  newly  established  River 
Bend  Baptist  church.  Rev.  Morgan  resigned  in  April  1984  and  Rev. 
Gary  Bishop  assumed  duties  as  pastor  August  2,  1984  and  continues 
to  serve  as  pastor. 

The  resident  membership  has  grown  to  132.  Church  property  is 
valued  at  $345,000.  Gifts  to  mission  causes  in  1986-1987  were 
$14,171.00 

The  church  is  located  approximately  five  or  six  miles  from  New 
Bern  on  Highway  17  South.  The  first  service  was  held  in  the  new  unit 
on  November  7,  1982. 


Sea  Level  Baptist  Church 

Sea  Level  Baptist  Mission  began  March  24,  1957  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Rev.  John  Privott,  pastor  of  Atlantic  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  Mrs.  Clara  Privott,  Miss  Myrtle  Morris  and  Mr.  Sherwood 
Robinson.  There  were  forty-two  present  for  Sunday  School  and  morn- 
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ing  worship.  Rev.  Privott  conducted  the  worship  service  and  seven- 
teen persons  united  with  the  mission. 

For  several  months  the  mission  held  its  services  in  a  building  owned 
by  Beauman  Taylor. 

The  mission  purchased  property  in  August  1957.  In  March  1958, 
the  mission  was  constituted  into  a  Baptist  Church  and  in  July  1958 
the  first  services  were  held  in  the  newly  constructed  church. 

The  Smyrna  Church  invited  Sea  Level  to  join  them  in  a  church  field 
and  share  the  services  of  a  pastor.  Rev.  Ernest  Welchel  of  Gaffeny, 
South  Carolina  accepted  the  call. 

Rev.  Frank  Chance  came  in  September  1964.  Under  his  leadership, 
the  church  was  able  to  complete  the  building  program  as  well  as  liq- 
uidate the  debt. 

A  mobile  home  was  purchased  in  the  later  sixties  to  be  used  as  a 
parsonage. 

Since  1970,  the  church  has  purchased  new  pews,  carpeted  the 
sanctuary  and  remodeled  classrooms. 

The  membership  is  now  115  with  86  resident  members.  Total  gifts 
to  missions  in  1986-1987  were  $4,334. 

Smyrna  Baptist  Church 

A  young  preacher  names  James  L.  Warren  came  to  Carteret  Coun- 
ty in  the  late  1820's.  He  settled  in  the  tiny  village,  known  today  as 
Smyrna.  There  he  began  preaching  in  the  homes  of  local  residents. 

The  church  was  organized  in  1829,  and  when  Rev.  Warren  applied 
for  membership  in  the  Neuse  Association,  he  used  the  name, 
"Warren's  Meeting  House." 

Anthony  Davis  gave  a  half  acre  of  land  to  the  people  of  Core  Sound, 
North  River  and  Straits  section  to  be  granted  for  "exclusive  use"  to 
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construct  a  church.  On  that  land  is  where  the  Smyrna  Church  was 
built,  rebuilt  and  now  stands. 

The  first  Church  was  built  in  1838  by  the  men  in  the  community. 
The  name  of  the  church  was  changed  in  1859  to  Smyrna  Baptist 
Church. 

Renovation  to  the  church  began  in  1892  and  was  completed  in  1910. 

Mrs.  Blanche  Willis'  Sunday  School  Class  solicited  funds  to  buy  a 
bell  for  the  belfry,  which  cost  $70.11.  The  bell  was  ordered  from 
Philadelphia  and  when  it  arrived,  Winfield  Scott  Simpson  went  in  his 
"Sharpie"  to  get  the  bell  and  bring  it  to  Smyrna. 

A  tornado  blew  off  the  church  steeple  in  1942,  causing  extensive 
damage  and  for  the  next  two  and  one-half  years  services  were  held  in 
the  old  schoolhouse  next  to  the  church. 

Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  for  the  first  time  in  1948  with  43 
enrolled. 

Construction  on  a  new  church  started  in  1943.  The  church  was  com- 
pleted in  March  1945.  Stained  glass  windows  were  ordered  in  1952  or 
1953  but  they  did  not  arrive  until  sometime  in  1955. 

The  church  realized  in  1957  that  they  had  never  had  a  constitution. 
One  was  soon  drawn  up,  voted  on  and  continues  to  serve  today. 

In  1965  the  church  recovered  the  old  bell,  had  it  refinished,  and  it 
now  hangs  in  the  church  yard  as  a  landmark  and  reminder  of  days 
gone  by.  All  this  was  done  because  of  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Blanche  Wil- 
lis. 

Smyrna  Church  and  Marshallberg  Church  joined  together  in  1969 
to  form  a  church  field. 

A  fellowship  hall  was  constructed  in  1972  at  a  cost  of  $7,500.00. 
Further  renovations  to  the  church  were  made  including  installation 
of  carpet. 

The  church  celebrated  its  150th  birthday  in  1979  with  special 
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Homecoming.  "Yesterday  Greets  Tomorrow,"  a  history  of  the  church, 
was  published.  The  83-84  minutes  reported  that  James  Bucannon  was 
the  first  full-time  pastor. 

The  resident  membership  is  68. 

South  Creek  Baptist  Church 


South  Creek  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1896  and  admitted 
to  the  Atlantic  Association  as  Oregon  Baptist  Church.  The  church 
was  dismissed  from  the  Atlantic  Association  in  1905  and  admitted  to 
the  Tar  River  Association  in  1907. 

In  1908  the  church  was  dismissed  from  the  Tar  River  Association 
and  became  a  charter  member  of  the  Roanoke  Association  in  1908.  It 
remained  in  the  Roanoke  until  1924,  when  it  was  admitted  to  the 
Neuse- Atlantic  Association.  The  church  was  dropped  in  1928  as  non- 
reporting. 

In  1930  the  church  applied  to  the  Roanoke  Baptist  Association  for 
admission  and  was  admitted  in  1931  as  South  Creek.  The  church 
remained  in  the  Roanoke  Association  until  1955  when  it  became  a 
charter  member  of  South  Roanoke  Association  in  1957.  It  was  re-ad- 
mitted into  the  Atlantic  Association  in  1957. 

The  church  called  its  first  full-time  pastor,  Rev.  Gary  Rayfield,  in 
1986. 

Rev.  Richard  Dowless  is  the  current  pastor.  The  church  property 
is  valued  at  $50,000.00.  Resident  membership  is  50. 

Spring  Garden  Baptist  Church 

Spring  Garden  Baptist  Church  was  organized  April  14,  1895  as 
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Spring  Garden  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  A  Presbytery  was  formed 
of  Rufus  Ford,  pastor  of  New  Bern  First;  F.G.  Mitchell;  and  Mr.  Duffy. 
Charter  members  were  Oliver  H.  Perry,  Anne  Weatherbee,  Mary  Ann 
Heath,  A.N.  Pate  and  Elizabeth  Pate. 

A  plot  of  land  was  secured  and  a  simple  wood  framed  church  built. 

In  1900  the  church  united  with  Dover,  Cove  City  and  Fort  Barnwell 
to  form  a  church  field.  Records  are  incomplete  and  not  much  is  known 
about  the  church  from  1902-1922. 

By  1938  more  room  was  needed,  and  additions  were  added  to  the 
church. 

The  need  for  more  space  became  critical,  and  in  1953  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Dick  Hublard  gave  the  church  land  to  erect  a  new  church.  Work  soon 
began  and  the  first  service  in  the  new  sanctuary  was  July  25,  1954. 
Stained  windows,  pulpit  furniture,  carpeting  and  a  piano  were  given 
in  honor  or  in  memory  by  various  members. 

The  Baptistry  was  completed  and  dedicated  June  28,  1970.  That 
evening  13  candidates  from  Spring  Garden  and  2  from  Fort  Barnwell 
were  baptized.  Later,  Mrs.  George  R.  Scott  painted  a  scene  of  the 
Neuse  River  over  the  baptistery  and  presented  it  as  a  gift  to  the 
church. 

The  church  celebrated  its  75th  anniversary  in  1970.  New  Baptist 
hymnals  were  donated,  the  interior  painted,  and  new  choir  robes  pur- 
chased for  the  anniversary  celebration. 

On  August  11,  1974,  the  church  voted  to  have  a  full-time  pastor, 
thus  separating  them  from  the  church  field  with  Fort  Barnwell.  A 
mobile  home  was  purchased  to  be  used  as  a  parsonage.  Realizing  the 
inadequacy  of  the  mobile  home,  the  church  purchased  a  four  bedroom 
home  for  $38,000.00;  by  1981  the  parsonage  was  debt  free. 

Rev.  Blair  Little  is  the  current  pastor.  Resident  membership  is  121 
and  total  mission  gifts  1986-1987  were  $9,703.00.  The  church  gives 


78 


12%  to  the  Cooperative  Program  and  6%  to  Associational  Missions. 
Tabernacle  Baptist  Church 


There  was  only  one  Baptist  Church  in  New  Bern  in  1893,  First  Bap- 
tist. Some  of  the  men  and  women  realized  a  need  for  a  Sunday  School 
ministry  in  western  New  Bern.  Under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Daniel  G. 
Snow,  a  Mission  Sunday  School  was  begun  in  the  rear  of  a  store  build- 
ing on  the  corner  of  Pollock  and  Norwood  Streets, 

Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  was  organized  on  May  5, 1895  as  Second 
Baptist  Church  with  fourteen  charter  members. 

The  church  grew  rapidly  and  was  soon  forced  to  find  larger  quarters. 
A  lot  was  leased  in  1897  at  52  Berne  Street  (between  Pollock  and 
Broad)  and  a  new  building  40  feet  long  and  22  feet  wide  was  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $600.00.  The  name  of  the  church  was  changed  to  Taber- 
nacle Baptist  Church. 

In  1931,  the  church  structure  burned  and  was  a  total  loss.  The  con- 
gregation struggled  but  over  a  period  of  years  a  three-story  educa- 
tional building,  which  also  served  as  a  sanctuary,  was  completed. 

The  present  sanctuary  was  completed  in  1943  and  the  educational 
unit  completed  in  1953.  By  1966  the  two  units  were  joined  together 
to  create  offices,  classrooms  and  a  kitchen. 

A  better  parsonage  was  purchased  in  1961.  This  has  since  been 
sold. 

During  the  seventies  and  eighties  the  church  entered  a  renovation 
program  of  the  sanctuary.  Over  $340,000  of  property  was  purchased 
to  provide  adequate  parking  facilities.  A  chair-lift  was  installed  at  the 
front  entrance  of  the  Sanctuary. 

Rev.  John  Thompson  was  called  in  1977  to  serve  as  Associate  Pas- 
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tor. 

Dr.  Jack  Hinton  is  the  current  pastor.  Resident  membership  is 
1,029.  Gifts  to  all  mission  causes  in  1986-1987  were  $85,250.00.  Bap- 
tisms totaled  40. 

Tabernacle  served  as  the  mother  church  to  Temple  Mission  and  as- 
sisted in  starting  Battleground  Park  Mission. 

Temple  Baptist  Church 
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Temple  Baptist  Church  began  as  a  mission  in  June  1955  under  the 
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leadership  of  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church.  On  October  16,  1955,  the 
mission  was  constituted  into  a  church  with  fifty-eight  charter  mem- 
bers. Rev.  Harry  Crump  was  called  as  the  first  pastor  in  December 
1955. 

Meetings  were  held  in  a  small  wood  frame  building  for  five  years. 

Rev.  L.  D.  Munn  became  the  pastor  in  December  1958.  A  parsonage 
was  purchased  in  1960.  Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Munn,  the  church 
began  its  first  building  program.  The  educational  unit  was  occupied 
in  1960  and  the  first  services  in  the  present  sanctuary  was  Easter 
Sunday,  1968. 

Rev.  J.  C.  McBride  was  called  as  pastor  in  November  1969.  A  youth 
program  and  bus  ministry  were  begun  under  his  leadership. 

Rev.  William  Voorhes  was  called  as  pastor  in  March  1978. 

In  1981,  the  church  participated  in  a  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
pilot  program  called  MasterLife;"  six  were  enrolled.  Since  that  time 
six  generations  of  MasterLife  have  resulted. 

A  program  for  the  mentally  retarded  was  begun  and  implemented 
in  the  annual  VBS  program. 


Indebtedness  on  the  sanctuary  was  paid  off  in  1981. 

Twelve  families  from  Temple  helped  start  a  mission  in  the  River 
Bend  area  in  1981.  By  1984  the  mission  was  constituted  into  a  church. 
This  endeavor  was  really  a  step  of  faith  for  Temple  Church. 

The  pastor  and  associate  pastor  participated  in  mission  tours,  and 
the  WMU,  Baptist  Men,  RAs  and  Acteens  sent  a  team  with  the  pas- 
tor in  1984  to  construct  a  church  in  West  Virginia. 

Several  members  from  Temple  Church  have  been  called  to  full-time 
Christian  service.  Rev.  William  Voorhees  continues  to  serve  as  pas- 
tor. Rev.  Buford  Lewis  serves  as  associate  pastor  and  minister  of 
music  and  youth. 
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Trenton  Baptist  Church 


On  Monday,  September  17,  1870,  thirteen  people  met  in  Trenton 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Baptist  Church.  Two  delegates  were 
appointed  September  22,  1870  to  go  to  the  Eastern  Associational 
Meeting  and  present  a  petition  to  join. 

Minutes  of  May  9, 1899  stated  that  the  Executive  Board  of  the  At- 
lantic Association  directed  Rev.  J.  H.  Vernon,  pastor  of  Piney  Grove 
and  Pollocksville  to  give  one  fourth  of  his  time  to  Trenton  Mission. 
The  Rev.  W.  B.  Ford  of  New  Bern  First  joined  Rev.  Vernon  for  a 
revival.  A  decision  was  made  to  reorganize  Trenton  as  a  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  with  Rev.  Vernon  as  pastor.  There  were  eight  men 
and  twelve  women. 

Minutes  of  1903  revealed  that  funds  were  solicited  for  the  church 
building.  A  deed  for  the  church  lot  was  obtained  from  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fur- 
ney  Brock  for  $70.00  and  recorded  April  22, 1905.  Additional  land  was 
deeded  to  the  church  in  1944  at  a  cost  of  $5,000.00.  Four  Sunday 
School  classrooms  were  added  to  the  rear  of  the  church. 

Following  the  addition,  buses  were  leased  to  transport  children  to 
Sunday  School,  and  enrollment  reached  150.  In  August  1958  another 
lot  was  leased  to  the  church  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clifton  C.  Jones  for  the 
purpose  of  adding  more  Sunday  School  rooms.  In  1981  Charles  and 
Jean  Jones  deeded  the  latter  lot  to  the  church. 

The  church  purchased  a  parsonage  in  1958,  which  has  been  in  use 
to  the  present. 

Rev.  David  Adams  is  the  current  pastor.  Membership  is  117  resi- 
dent, 96  non-resident  for  a  total  of  213.  Church  property  is  valued  at 
$150,000.00.  Mission  gifts  totaled  $1,400.00  in  1986-1987. 


82 


Victory  Baptist  Church 


Victory  Chapel,  a  mission  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Beaufort,  began 
in  April  1973.  Meetings  were  initially  held  in  the  homes  of  members 
and  then  moved  to  the  Community  Center  at  Newport,  North 
Carolina.  Rev.  Floyd  Crompton,  a  retired  minister  living  in  Beaufort, 
was  the  first  pastor. 

In  January  1979  the  meeting  place  was  charged:  morning  services 
were  held  at  the  Community  Center  in  Broad  Creek  and  evening  ser- 
vices were  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Goad  of  Newport. 
Five  acres  of  land  on  Hibbs  Road  was  purchased  March  10,  1979. 
During  the  summer,  meetings  were  held  in  a  tent  set  up  on  the  J.C. 
Robertson's  property  in  Newport.  Members  of  the  Mission,  Faith 
Evangelical  Church,  and  Mr.  Joe  Nelson  put  up  the  basic  framework 
of  the  church  in  September  1979.  On  September  9,  1979  Rev.  Floyd 
Crompton  led  the  first  worship  service  in  the  incompleted  church. 

Rev.  Joseph  Coggins  was  called  as  full  time  pastor  May  4,  1980. 

An  organizational  service  was  held  on  August  8, 1980  and  the  mis- 
sion changed  it  status  to  a  church.  The  name  was  changed  to  Victory 
Baptist  Church,  and  they  came  under  the  watchcare  of  the  Atlantic 
Association  for  one  year. 

The  church  was  completed  in  1983,  with  the  work  being  done  by 
members.  The  church  became  debt  free. 

Work  began  on  a  fellowship  hall  in  1984-1985  church  year,  and  was 
completed  the  following  year. 

Rev.  Larry  Ashley  is  the  pastor  and  resident  membership  is  now 
98. 
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Woodville  Baptist  Church 


In  1843  a  man  by  the  name  of  Elwell  came  to  Woodville.  He  found 
no  church  so  he  preached  for  several  days.  At  the  end  of  the  meetings 
he  organized  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  the  home  of  Hettie  C. 
Simpson.  There  were  ten  members.  Brother  Elwell  served  as  pastor 
1843-1845. 

Associational  minutes  reported  work  at  Woodville  until  1861.  From 
1861-1869  there  were  no  services.  The  Civil  War  had  wrecked  all  ef- 
forts. 

Rev.  T.J.  Leary  and  Rev.  Jacob  Tilley  went  to  Woodville  in  1869 
and  found  that  there  had  not  been  worship  services  for  eight  years. 
They  conducted  a  worship  service,  baptized  ten  people  and  reor- 
ganized the  church.  Rev.  T.J.  Leary  became  the  pastor  and  served  for 
eleven  years.  During  that  time  worship  continued  in  homes. 

Members  built  a  church  in  1882.  When  the  Atlantic  Association 
was  organized  in  1884,  Woodville  was  a  charter  church  with  33  mem- 
bers. 

From  1884  until  1917,  the  church  existed,  but  records  indicated  no 
real  progress.  The  church  did  not  function  from  1917-1927.  Only  a 
handful  of  members  remained.  The  church  was  reorganized  in  1926  or 
1927  with  nineteen  members. 

A  church  was  built  in  1930.  C.A.  Lineberger  was  pastor. 

Rev.  Hartley  Bland  was  called  as  the  first  full-time  pastor.  He 
began  his  duties  in  1967  and  served  until  his  death  in  1974.  The  church 
was  completely  remodeled  in  1967  and  a  heating  system  installed. 

Minutes  of  the  Atlantic  Association  recorded  that  Woodville  pur- 
chased a  parsonage  in  1972;  its  value  was  $10,000.00.  The  minutes  of 
1978  stated  that  Woodville  had  dedication  services  for  the  parsonage. 
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The  sanctuary  was  renovated  during  the  summer  of  1984.  New 
pews,  carpet  and  stained  glass  windows  were  installed. 

There  are  65  resident  members  today  and  the  church  property  is 
valued  at  $226,000.00  Total  gifts  to  missions  in  1986-1987  were 
$4,043.00.  Rev.  David  Little  is  the  current  pastor. 

Missions 
East  Carteret  Baptist  Chapel 

First  Baptist  Church,  Beaufort  conducted  a  Vacation  Bible  sShool 
and  a  revival  in  1987,  and,  as  a  result  of  the  two  experiences,  volun- 
teers dedicated  themselves  to  starting  a  new  work  on  Highway  70 
east  of  Beaufort. 

Property  was  secured  that  included  21  acres  of  land  and  a  three 
bedroom  house  with  a  garage. 

The  first  service  was  June  21,  1987.  Dedication  services  were  held 
that  afternoon  under  a  big  top  tent.  A  Single  Adult  Team  from  New 
Hope  Baptist  Church  in  Fayetteville,  Georgia,  led  the  service. 

David  Sweet,  a  student  at  Southeastern,  was  the  first  pastor. 

Rev.  Larry  Sanders  accepted  the  call  as  pastor  and  began  his  duties 
in  January  1988. 

The  Mission  now  meets  for  Sunday  School  in  the  house  and  wor- 
ship services  are  held  in  the  garage.  Average  attendance  for  Sunday 
School  is  30  and  48  for  worship  services. 

McCotter  Blvd.  Baptist  Church 

The  Newport  Baptist  Church  commissioned  twenty-five  people  to 
go  as  missionaries  and  begin  a  new  work  in  Havelock  in  June  1985. 
The  group  met  for  the  first  time  June  9,  1985. 

Meetings  were  first  held  at  the  Associational  Center  and  then 
moved  to  the  East  Plaza  Office  complex. 

The  Newport  Baptist  Church,  Atlantic  Association  and  the  Mis- 
sion jointly  purchasing  a  five-acre  tract  of  land  on  McCotter  Blvd.  in 
Havelock  at  a  cost  of  $80,000.00.  The  group  took  the  name  McCotter 
Blvd.  Baptist  Mission. 

Rev.  Jack  Bell,  Rev.  Kennie  Peele  and  Rev.  Richard  Butterworth 
served  as  interim  pastors  to  the  mission. 

Rev.  James  Steven  Oates,  a  1986  graduate  of  Southwestern  Semi- 
nary, moved  on  the  field  October  1986. 

The  name  of  the  Mission  was  changed  to  McCotter  Blvd.  Baptist 
Chapel. 

The  Chapel  moved  back  to  the  Associational  Center  for  services. 
In  January  1988  they  began  initiating  plans  to  find  a  more  suitable 
location  for  this  services  until  construction  on  a  church  can  be  com- 
pleted. 

There  are  sixty  enrolled  in  Sunday  School  with  an  average  of  30  in 
attendance.  The  worship  services  averages  40-45  in  attendance. 
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Chapter  V 


Baptist  Development  in  North 
Carolina 


Introduction 

As  Baptists,  it  is  important  for  us  to  know  and  understand  our 
past  so  that  we  can  be  prepared  for  the  future.  The  oldest  church  in 
existence  today  in  the  Atlantic  Association  is  New  Bern  First,  or- 
ganized in  1809.  The  Atlantic  Association  was  not  organized  until 
1884.  What  about  the  gap  between  1809  and  1884,  and  were  there 
Baptists  in  the  area  prior  to  1809? 

Baptists  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  North  Carolina.  None 
were  called  Southern  Baptist.  They  were  Separate  Baptists,  General 
Baptists  and  Particular  Baptists. 

General  Baptists  came  first.  They  believed  in  General  Atonement. 
Particular  Baptists  believed  in  atonement  for  particular  persons, 
elected  and  predestined  to  inherit  salvation.  The  Separate  Baptists 
were  so  called  because  of  their  distinct  beliefs  and  practices. 

The  early  colonists  came  to  Carolina  from  Maryland  and  Virginia. 
These  "drifters"  into  North  Carolina  were  small  farmers  and  laborers. 
They  were  not  from  the  "upper  class."  Not  only  were  they  struggling 
to  produce  enough  food  and  make  a  home,  but  there  were  still  Indians 
in  the  area,  some  friendly  and  some  not. 

The  ministers  were  spiritual  pioneers  as  well  as  physical  pioneers. 
There  were  no  churches.  Meetings  were  held  in  the  homes  for  the  most 
part.  There  were  no  Bibles  or  Christian  literature.  Most  of  the  time 
the  people  had  to  travel  many,  many  miles  to  hear  a  sermon.  Often- 
times it  was  months  later  before  they  heard  another.  There  were  no 
local  pastors  to  take  over  when  these  traveling  ministers  left. 
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General  Baptists 

The  first  minister  in  North  Carolina,  of  whom  there  is  a  record,  was 
Paul  Palmer.  In  1727  he  established  the  first  Baptist  Church  in  North 
Carolina.  It  was  located  on  the  Pasquotank  River  near  the  present 
day  town  of  Cisco,  Chowan  County,  but  it  probably  had  no  meeting 
house  other  than  in  the  homes  of  the  members. 

Anglicans  tried  to  stop  the  religious  activities  of  Palmer  but  he  ap- 
pealed the  English  Toleration  Act,  and  in  1728  Governor  Everheard 
granted  him  a  license  to  preach. 

Palmer  preached  and  baptized  from  the  Virginia  line  to  Onslow 
County.  He  was  an  evangelist  and  mainly  left  the  task  of  organizing 
churches  to  others.  Some  of  these  dedicated  men  who  carried  on  the 
work  that  Palmer  began  were  William  Sojourner,  Josiah  Hart,  Joseph 
Parker  and  Robert  Williams.  All  of  these  preachers  were  General  Bap- 
tists, who  preached  the  Aramenian  doctrine  of  "a  salvation  free  to  all, 
asking  no  other  evidence  of  repentance,  than  a  desire  to  be  baptized." 
By  1755,  about  twenty-five  years  after  the  establishment  of  Shiloh 
Church,  there  were  17  churches  in  the  Province  and  some  of  these  had 
preaching  points  in  many  areas.  Three  churches  established  in  this 
time  span  were  Pungo  of  Beaufort  County,  1742;  Bear  Creek  of  Lenoir 
County,  1752;  and  Swift  Creek  of  Craven  County,  1742.  These  three 
Churches  are  mentioned  in  particular  because  of  their  location  to 
present  day  boundaries  of  the  Atlantic  Association.  It  was  also  in  this 
time  period  that  the  Kehukee  Church  was  established  (1742). 

Court  Petitioned  To  Erect  A  Church 

In  1739  or  1740  some  men  petitioned  the  Court  of  Craven  County 
to  grant  them  the  privilege  of  erecting  a  meeting  house  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Instead  of  having  their  petition  granted,  some  of  these  men 
were  whipped  and  imprisoned,  one  or  both.  Eminent  citizens  claimed 
that  James  Brinson,  Nicholas  Purefoy  and  William  Fulsher  were  in- 
dicted for  holding  to  the  Baptist  faith,  and  that  their  punishment  by 
whipping  and  imprisonment  followed. 

Long  after,  in  1883,  the  editor  of  The  New  Bern  Journal,  H.  S. 
Nunn,  following  an  investigation  into  old  court  records,  declared  that: 

"We  find  an  entry  in  the  minute  docket  of  the  County  Court  of  1741, 
noting  the  application  by  Baptists  to  be  allowed  to  build  a  church.  In- 
stead of  granting  the  application  these  applicants  were  all  publicly 
whipped,  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  and  required  to  give  bonds  for 
their  good  behavior  and  also  to  take  the  test  oath. " 

An  article  concerning  the  prosecution  of  three  men  appeared  in  the 
Biblical  Recorder  in  1883  and  is  on  file  at  the  Baptist  Historical  Col- 
lection at  Wake  Forest  College. 

Dr.  George  W.  Paschal,  author  of  History  of  North  Carolina  Bap- 
tMs,  said:  "Swift  Creek  was  the  seventh  Baptist  Church  organized  in 
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North  Carolina  and  was  perhaps  the  church  for  building  for  which 
whose  building  petition  resulted  in  those  Baptists  in  New  Bern  being 
persecuted." 

Swift  Creek  Church  was  located  12  miles  west  of  New  Bern  and  was 
reorganized  with  12  members  when  Miller  and  Van  Horn  from  the 
Philadelphia  Association  came  to  this  area  to  work. 

General  Baptists  Become  Particular  Baptists 

Between  1750  and  1760,  two  significant  events  took  place  among 
Baptists  of  North  Carolina:  First,  most  of  the  General  Baptists  were 
won  over  to  the  Particular  Baptists  point  of  view  of  very  rigid  Cal- 
vanistic  theology;  and,  second,  the  Separate  Baptists  came  to  North 
Carolina. 

Up  to  this  point,  associations  have  not  been  mentioned.  There  were 
two:  Philadelphia  Association  (  formed  in  1707)  and  the  Charleston 
Association  (  formed  in  1751). 

Why  all  of  this  information  when  this  book  is  supposed  to  be  about 
the  Atlantic  Association?  All  of  these  events  had  to  take  place  before 
the  Atlantic  Association  could  begin.  Each  event  helped  shape  and 
mold  Baptist  life  today. 

The  change  over  from  General  to  Particular  Baptists  was  due  to 
the  zeal  of  Robert  Williams  of  Welsh  Neck,  South  Carolina.  He  had 
been  trained  in  Calvanistic  doctrine  and  had  great  influence  with 
General  Baptists  and  especially  those  of  the  Kehuhee  Church.  Wil- 
liams realized  that  help  was  needed  in  transforming  General  Baptists 
to  Particular  Baptists  so  he  brought  the  condition  of  Baptist  Chur- 
ches in  North  Carolina  to  the  attention  of  the  Philadelphia  Associa- 
tion. 

The  Philadelphia  Association  responded  by  sending  John  Gano  in 
1754.  He  was  ordained  a  traveling  minister  by  them  that  same  year. 
On  his  return  trip  to  Philadelphia,  Gano  reported,  with  many  details, 
the  condition  of  churches  in  North  Carolina.  The  members  were  moved 
with  compassion  for  the  Baptists  of  North  Carolina  and  they  voted 
to  pay  expenses  for  two  men  (one  from  New  Jersey  and  one  from  Pen- 
nsylvania) to  be  sent  to  North  Carolina.  Peter  Peterson  Van  Horn  and 
Benjamin  Miller  were  chosen  for  this  important  mission.  The  two  men 
left  Philadelphia  on  October  28,  1755.  The  first  church  they  worked 
with  in  North  Carolina  was  the  Kehukee  Church.  From  1755  until 
April  1761,  eleven  churches  were  reorganized.  Among  them  was  Swift 
Creek,  which  was  reorganized  February  27,  1755  with  12  members. 

Most  all  the  General  Baptist  ministers  soon  joined  in  the  reforma- 
tion. 

Separate  Baptists 

The  third  group  of  Baptists  that  came  into  North  Carolina  was  the 
Separate  Baptists.  They  were  a  product  of  the  Great  Awakening,  a 
revival  that  broke  out  in  New  England  in  1736.  Separate  Baptists  had 
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elements  of  both  Armenian  and  Calvanistic  beliefs.  Often  they  were 
criticized  for  their  highly  emotional  preaching  and  the  confusion  of 
their  meetings.  In  many  ways  they  strongly  resembled  the  Southern 
Baptists  of  North  Carolina  today. 

Separate  Baptists  stressed  new  birth,  believers  baptism,  free  jus- 
tification and  autonomy  of  the  local  church.  They  asserted  that  the 
Bible  alone  was  the  proper  guide  in  matters  of  faith  and  conduct.  They 
were  called  "new  lights"  because  they  insisted  that  one  could  be  in- 
spired and  enlightened  directly  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  from  these 
Separate  Baptists  that  today's  Baptists  have  come. 

The  most  significant  event  in  North  Carolina  Baptist  history  in  the 
18th  Century  was  the  founding  of  the  Sandy  Creek  Baptist  Church 
by  Shubal  Stearns  and  the  Separate  Baptists.  The  church  was  located 
in  Randolph  County  (near  Asheboro)  and  was  organized  in  1755. 

This  group  was  called  "Separates"  because  of  their  desire  to 
separate  themselves  from  the  Congregational  Church  and  organize 
separate  societies.  They  were  characterized  by  an  intense  devotion  to 
evangelism. 

Within  17  years  there  sprang  42  churches  and  125  ministers  from 
this  parent  church,  which  was  indeed  the  mother  of  all  the  Separate 
Baptist  Churches  in  the  South. 

In  1758  the  New  River  Church  of  Onslow  was  represented  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Sandy  Creek  Association.  Many  of  these  churches 
were  not  fully  constituted  churches  but  branches  of  Sandy  Creek. 
Thus,  so  many  churches  in  such  a  short  while.  Membership  went  from 
16  to  666. 

There  was  a  Chapel  located  in  Onslow  County  that  held  Baptist  ser- 
vices at  various  times  and  was  under  the  influence  of  Separate  Bap- 
tists. The  chapel  was  also  used  by  the  church  of  England,  the 
Methodists,  the  Freewill  Baptists  and  the  Primitive  Baptists.  The 
name  changed  from  the  Chinquapin  Chapel  to  Church  of  England. 
Other  names  were  Trent  River  Chapel,  Rich  Lands  of  New  River 
Chapel.  Space  will  not  allow  full  details  of  this  small  chapel,  but  it  is 
mentioned  to  show  once  again  how  Baptists  made  their  mark  in 
Eastern  North  Carolina.  Each  step  brings  us  closer  to  active  Baptists 
in  the  area  now  known  as  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Association. 

Associations  are  Formed 

The  earliest  Baptist  Association  was  formed  in  England  in  1642. 
Churches  began  the  practice  of  joining  together  in  associations  with 
their  chief  purpose  being  to  maintain  fellowship  among  scattered  con- 
gregations. 

Baptists  in  America  adopted  that  policy  and  established  the  first 
association  in  Philadelphia  in  1707.  Those  early  associations  held  meet- 
ings almost  exclusively  for  worship  and  fellowship.  Sessions  would 
continue  for  four  or  five  days  until  most  of  the  preachers  had  preached 
four  or  five  times. 

The  Charleston  Association  (South  Carolina)  was  established  in 
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1751  and  was  the  first  in  the  South.  Ten  churches  from  North  Carolina 
were  in  that  association. 

The  association  is  the  oldest  Baptist  entity  beyond  the  local  church. 
The  basic  objectives  of  an  association  are  providing  fellowship,  foster- 
ing and  maintaining  doctrinal  purity,  mutual  church  help  or  church 
development  and  missionary  outreach  and  ministries.  It  should  foster 
both  a  commitment  to  missions  and  a  fellowship  among  the  churches. 

The  third  association  in  America  and  the  first  in  North  Carolina 
was  the  Sandy  Creek  Association,  formed  by  Shubal  Stearns.  He  was 
convinced  that  an  organization  composed  of  delegates  from  the  chur- 
ches was  needed  to  impart  stability,  regularity,  and  uniformity  to  the 
work  of  the  churches.  The  meetings  were  conducted  in  love,  peace  and 
harmony.  For  many  years  there  were  no  moderators.  The  reason  for 
that  was  because  they  thought  that  it  was  unfit  for  a  man  to  have  to 
get  permission  to  speak  for  God  and  His  Kingdom.  They  did  have  a 
Clerk  and  certain  rules  of  decorum. 

Leaders  soon  realized  that  this  association  was  too  large  in  ter- 
ritorial size  to  be  effective.  New  associations  were  formed.  The  chart 
below  gives  some  of  the  first  associations  and  the  date  they  were  or- 
ganized. 

Association  Date  Organized 

Philadelphia  1707 

Charleston  1751 

Sandy  Creek  1758 

Kehukee  1769 

Yadkin  1790 

Neuse  1794 

Flat  River  1794 

The  Kehukee  Baptist  Association  formed  in  1769.  Some  of  its  chur- 
ches were  separates  and  some  Regular  Baptists.  It  later  became  anti- 
missionary  and  in  1830  the  Chowan  and  Neuse  Association  notified 
the  Kehukee  that  they  would  have  no  further  correspondence  with 
them.  Most  of  the  churches  had  joined  the  Neuse  Association. 

The  Neuse  Association  1794-1830 

The  Neuse  Association  was  formed  October  25,  1794.  There  were 
28  churches,  24  ministries  and  1,663  members.  In  the  digest  of  church 
letters  listed  in  the  back  of  the  minutes,  the  funds  for  the  association 
were  listed  in  shillings  allowing  10  shillings  to  the  dollar  for  funds 
received  in  hard  cash.  Churches  that  would  now  be  in  Craven,  Carteret, 
Jones  and  Onslow  Counties  were:  Craven,  Swift  Creek,  Coor  Creek, 
Goose  Creek,  Trent,  Hadnot's  Creek,  New  Port,  North  River  and  New 
River.  All  of  these  churches  are  today  extinct  except  Hadnot's  Creek, 
which  is  Primitive  Baptist.  This  church  is  still  standing  and  is  located 
just  off  Highway  58  near  Peletier. 

Highlights  From  Early  Neuse  Associational  Meetings 
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lSQZ-Met  at  Ft.  Barnwell  Meeting  House.  A  church  from  New  Bern 
petitioned  by  letter  and  delegates  for  admission;  being  found  or- 
thodox, was  received.  John  McCabe  and  Hardy  Sanders  were 
delegates  from  the  New  Bern  church.  There  is  no  doubt  this  is  First 
Baptist  New  Bern  other  churches  in  the  general  vicinity  are  listed  in 
the  same  report.  In  checking  with  researchers  at  Baptist  Historical 
Collection  at  Winston  Salem,  the  obvious  reason  that  1809  was  used 
down  through  the  years  as  the  founding  date  is  that  many,  many 
years  ago  someone  mistakenly  wrote  1809  instead  of  1807.  Regard- 
less of  the  founding  date,  First  Baptist  is  rich  with  history. 

18_0_9_— New  Bern  Church  had  one  baptism,  with  a  total  membership 
of  41. 

1£15_— Met  at  Hadnot's  Creek  Church.  William  P.  Biddle  was  clerk. 
A  letter  from  Luther  Rice  was  read  to  the  church.  An  offering  of  $21.35 
was  received  for  Foreign  Missions. 

lf£29_— Met  at  White  Oak  Meeting  House,  Jones  County  Warren's 
Meeting  House,  Carteret  County  was  organized  in  March  1829.  (Today 
it  is  the  oldest  Baptist  Church  in  Carteret  County  and  is  known  as 
the  Smyrna  Baptist  Church).  Other  churches  in  Carteret  County  at 
that  time  were  North  River,  Hadnot's  Creek,  New  Port  and  Hunting 
Quarters.  Even  though  travel  was  very  difficult,  all  of  these  churches 
were  represented  at  this  meeting. 

ISM— Warren's  Meeting  House  was  the  3rd  largest  church  in  the 
association,  with  85  members.  The  association  had  21  churches  in  its 
membership. 

Information  on  the  Neuse  Association  is  interrupted  at  this  point 
in  order  to  share  information  on  living  conditions  in  North  Carolina 
and  the  developments  that  led  to  the  formation  of  the  North  Carolina 
Baptist  State  Convention. 

North  Carolina— A  State  of  Limited  Opportunity 

The  end  of  the  war  with  England  in  1815  brought  the  United  States 
the  blessings  of  prosperity  and  peace  and  freedom  from  foreign 
problems. 

For  North  Carolina,  the  picture  was  not  so  pretty.  The  state  was 
poor,  backwards  and  divided.  It  was  without  foreign  commerce  be- 
cause of  a  lack  of  seaports. 

Agriculture  was  the  predominant  occupation.  Farming  was  done 
with  very  crude  tools  and  little  fertilization. 

Not  until  1815  was  there  any  steamboat  navigation  on  the  rivers 
and  sounds  of  eastern  North  Carolina.  Promethus,  the  first  steamboat 
to  operate  on  the  Cape  Fear  River,  was  built  at  Beaufort  in  1818  by 
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Captain  Otway  Burns. 

Roads  were  little  more  than  paths  stretched  across  fields  and 
forests.  Wet  weather  made  them  virtually  impassible.  Land  transpor- 
tation was  slow,  difficult  and  expensive.  People  on  the  coast  could 
travel  by  water  to  Baltimore  for  supplies  quicker  than  they  could  by 
land  across  the  state.  All  of  these  conditions  brought  about  a  live-at- 
home  economy  of  self-sufficiency. 

In  1840  one  third  of  all  white  adults  were  illiterate.  If  the  Blacks 
and  Whites  under  21  were  included,  more  than  half  the  population 
was  illiterate. 

There  were  a  few  newspapers  but  very  few  subscribers.  There  was 
no  provision  for  the  education  of  youth.  Before  1825  the  state  only 
had  177  chartered  academies,  and  13  of  these  for  girls.  There  was  no 
state  aid  and  most  of  the  academies  were  short-lived. 

North  Carolina  was  the  last  of  the  thirteen  original  states  to  have 
a  bank.  The  first  banks  in  the  state  were  the  Bank  of  New  Bern  and 
the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear.  Both  were  chartered  in  1804  as  private  agen- 
cies. 

With  these  facts  in  mind,  you  can  see  how  difficult  it  must  have 
been  for  churches  to  exist.  There  were  hardly  any  opportunities  for 
ministers  to  receive  any  formal  training.  Wake  Forest  College  did  not 
open  its  doors  until  1834. 

Formation  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention 

Prior  to  1803  there  was  no  movement  in  North  Carolina  to  bring 
about  cooperation  at  the  state  or  national  level.  In  that  same  year 
Martin  Ross  presented  a  resolution  to  further  this  cause  at  the  annual 
associational  meeting  of  the  Kehukee  Association.  In  1804  the 
Kehukee  Association  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  with  delegates 
from  the  Neuse  and  Portsmouth  (Va.)  Associations.  The  purpose  of 
the  committee  was  "to  devise  ways  and  means  to  support  the  mission- 
ary cause."  Records  are  scant  but  it  is  known  that  a  meeting  was  held 
and  the  Baptist  Philanthropic  Missionary  Society  was  formed.  This 
society  was  mainly  an  inter-associational  society  and  had  no  general 
plan  for  missions  support. 

A  broader  plan  was  needed.  In  1809  Martin  Ross  proposed  to  the 
Chowan  Association  the  organization  of  a  body  to  be  called  the  North 
Carolina  General  Meeting  of  Correspondence. 

According  to  minutes  of  the  Sandy  Creek  Association,  it  received 
a  circular  letter  and  appointed  four  delegates.  Four  other  associations 
(Raleigh,  Flat  River,  Neuse,  and  Cape  Fear)  joined  Chowan,  Kehukee, 
and  Sandy  Creek  in  a  meeting  in  June  1811.  There  delegates  organized. 
A  constitution  was  adopted  and  in  its  introductory  sentence  referred 
to  the  organization  as  the  "General  Convention  of  North  Carolina  Bap- 
tists." Thus,  the  idea  of  a  statewide  organization  was  gradually 
developing.  The  committee  met  annually  for  the  next  seven  years. 
Luther  Rice  attended  in  1816  and  spoke  on  Foreign  Missions.  For  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  meetings,  an  offering  for  foreign  mis- 
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sions  was  received.  The  offering  was  $126.56  of  which  $5.00  was  "con- 
tributed by  the  Black  people."  The  meetings  came  to  an  end  in  1821 
when  the  sponsoring  association  had  no  delegates  and  it  gave  way  to 
another  organization  already  in  existence. 

The  North  Carolina  Baptist  Society  for  Foreign  Missions  was 
formed  in  1814.  Membership  was  open  to  anyone  who  would  pay  the 
treasury  as  much  as  $2.00  per  year.  The  object  of  the  society  was  to 
aid  in  sending  forth  and  supporting  missionaries  for  the  purpose  of 
translation  the  scriptures,  preaching  the  gospel  and  gathering  chur- 
ches in  heathen  and  idolotrous  parts  of  the  world. 

Although  a  spirit  of  cooperation  prevailed  and  progress  was  evi- 
dent, it  became  apparent  that  this  was  not  the  best  means  of  ac- 
complishing the  task  at  hand. 

Strong  feelings  and  bitter  words  characterized  the  relationships  of 
missionary  and  anti-missionary  Baptists.  Amidst  confusion  and  un- 
certain loyalties,  the  organization  perished. 

In  1829,  Friends  of  Martin  Ross  and  of  Missions  met  in  Greenville, 
North  Carolina  and  formed  the  North  Carolina  Benevolent  Society.  A 
board  of  directors  consisted  of  37  men  from  across  the  state.  The  first 
anniversary  session  was  set  for  Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in 
March,  1830  in  Greenville. 

Organization  of  Baptist  State  Convention 

The  members  of  the  Baptist  Benevolent  Society  assembled  in 
Greenville,  North  Carolina  on  March  26,  1830.  The  leaders  at  this 
meeting  realized  that  previous  organizations  had  failed  and  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  unanimously  adopted:  "That  this  society  be 
transformed  into  a  state  convention."  There  were  seven  ministers  and 
seven  laymen  at  this  significant  meeting.  They  convened  at  the  Bap- 
tist Meeting  House  and  Samuel  Wait  preached.  The  business  session 
was  at  3:00  p.m.  and  held  in  the  Greenville  Academy. 

Ministers  were  Patrick  W.  Doud,  Samuel  Wait,  John  Armstrong, 
Thomas  Meredith,  William  P.  Biddle,  James  McDaniel  and  Thomas 
Mason. 

Samuel  Wait  served  as  pastor  of  New  Bern,  First  in  1827.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  and  the  first  president  of  Wake  Forest  College. 

John  Armstrong  also  served  as  pastor  of  the  New  Bern  Church. 

Thomas  Meredith  served  as  pastor  in  New  Bern  on  two  occasions. 
When  he  was  pastor  at  Edenton  in  1825,  he  began  publication  of  the 
Baptist  Interpreter,  a  forerunner  of  the  Biblical  Recorder.  He  returned 
to  New  Bern  and  continued  publication.  In  1834  he  changed  the  name 
to  Biblical  Recorder.  Meredith  continued  to  publish  the  Recorder  in 
new  Bern  until  1838  when  he  moved  to  Raleigh.  He  served  as  editor 
until  his  death  in  1850.  He  wrote  the  first  constitution  of  the  conven- 
tion and  served  as  its  president  from  1842-1846. 

William  P.  Biddle  served  as  pastor  of  Fort  Barnwell,  and  estab- 
lished Harriet's  Chapel  Church  which  later  became  the  Kinston 
Church. 
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The  laymen  were  Charles  W.  Skinner,  Henry  Austin,  Peter 
Lawrence,  Reading  Blount,  R.M.  Griffin,  George  Stokes,  and  L.S. 
Long. 

Space  does  not  allow  tracing  the  convention  to  the  current  time; 
however,  highlights  of  some  of  the  meetings  are  as  follows. 

182H— There  were  14  Baptist  Associations,  272  churches  with 
15,360  members. 

1£42— New  Bern  Church  was  one  of  the  largest  contributors.  Thir- 
ty-one associations  were  listed,  but  ten  were  marked  anti-  mission- 
ary. 

IMS.— Approved  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  along  with 
the  formation  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  Richmond,  Virginia  and 
the  Home  Mission  Board  in  Marion,  Alabama.  The  North  Carolina 
Baptist  Sunday  School  and  Publication  Society  made  its  first  report 
to  the  Convention. 

18_5J1— Recorded  the  death  of  Adoniram  Judson  and  Thomas 
Meredith. 

1£52— Met  in  New  Bern.  Income  for  the  year-$3,221.00. 

The  rich  history  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  did  not  end  in 
1853.  It  continues  today  with  headquarters  in  Cary,  North  Carolina. 
The  convention  is  made  up  of  3400  churches,  79  associations  and 
1,100,000  members.  From  modest  beginnings  in  1830  to  the  strong, 
influential  body  of  today,  Baptists  of  North  Carolina  have  remained 
true  to  their  first  commitment  to  missions.  The  key  to  the  life  of  the 
Convention  and  Baptists  throughout  North  Carolina  has  been 
cooperation.  Dr.  Roy  Smith  is  the  current  Executive  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  Convention. 

Pastors  and  laymen  of  the  area  now  the  Atlantic  Association  were 
key  leaders  in  Baptist  life  and  in  the  formation  of  the  State  Conven- 
tion. 

Neuse  Association  1830-1840 

ISM— Met  at  Warren's  Meeting  House 

18_2£— Met  at  "Newberne"  Church.  North  River  wrote  that  they  had 
been  without  preaching  for  two  years. 

In  1805  the  Neuse  had  36  churches.  By  1839  only  six  churches  at- 
tended the  associational  meetings.  It  was  so  large  in  1805  that  it 
divided.  Nineteen  churches  withdrew  to  form  the  Cape  Fear  Associa- 
tion. This  left  17  churches.  Three  withdrew  to  go  with  the  Primitive 
Baptists,  leaving  only  14  churches. 

All  of  these  events  left  the  Neuse  Association  very  weak,  and  in 
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1844  the  Neuse  and  Goshen  Association  merged  together  and  formed 
the  Union  Association.  That  meant  that  churches  in  this  area  would 
now  have  ties  with  the  Union  Association.  That  relationship  lasted 
ten  years.  The  Union  Association  was  formed  after  the  Goshen 
proposed  that  all  Baptist  churches  between  Wilmington,  New  Bern 
and  Goldsboro  unite  to  form  one  strong  association. 

Union  Association  1845-1860 

lMh.— Work  of  the  convention  was  endorsed.  Richard  Furman  of 
New  Bern  preached  the  introductory  sermon.  The  New  Bern  church 
engaged  in  building  a  commodious  house  of  worship  of  brick  and  lo- 
cated very  favorably  for  gathering  a  large  congregation. 

1849— Effort  was  started  to  build  a  Baptist  church  at  Beaufort. 

ISM— $100.00  collected  to  assist  the  Beaufort  Church  to  build  their 
house  of  worship. 

1856— Query  from  Bethel  Church:  "Is  the  washing  of  feet  a  church 
ordinance?"  The  association  answered:  "In  our  opinion,  it  is  not." 

Baptists  and  the  Civil  War 

The  Civil  War  began  April  12,  1865.  North  Carolina  refused 
Lincoln's  request  to  fight  the  Confederate  states,  and  succeeded  from 
the  union  in  May  1865. 

North  Carolina's  greatest  contribution  to  the  Confederacy  was  man 
power-125,000  men.  In  the  entire  war  19,673  North  Carolinians  were 
killed  in  battle  and  20,602  lost  to  disease. 

North  Carolina  was  the  only  state  that  clothed  its  own  soldiers.  It 
bought  most  of  the  output  of  39  cotton  and  9  woolen  mills  in  the  state. 
A  factory  was  set  up  in  Raleigh  to  make  uniforms  and  overcoats.  Be- 
cause of  acute  shortages  of  goods,  there  were  many  hardships  and  in- 
conveniences. From  1862  to  the  end  of  the  war  prices  rose  to  dizzy 
heights. 

Bacon  from  $.33  to  $7.50  per  pound 
Wheat  from  $3.00  to  $50  per  bushel 
Flour  from  $18.00  to  $500.00  a  barrel 
Salt-$70.00  a  bushel 
Coffee-$100.00  a  pound 

In  August  1864,  Negro  boys  (11-21  years  old)  were  selling  in  Char- 
lotte for  $5,200  each. 

By  1860  Baptist  churches  made  rapid  strides  among  the  small 
farmers  and  rural  districts.  They  had  more  members  than  any  other 
church  in  1860.  Members  totaled  65,000  in  780  congregations.  Bap- 
tist popularity  grew  because  of  its  democratic  government,  simple 
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forms  of  service,  emphasis  on  revivals  and  emotional  religion. 

One  will  recall  that  Regular  (Primitive)  Baptists  separated  from 
Separate  (Missionary)  Baptists  in  1830.  In  1860  only  30  congregations 
out  of  780  congregations  were  Primitive. 

The  population  in  North  Carolina  was  992,622,  which  included 
331,051  Negro  slaves,  30,406  free  Negroes,  and  1,168  Indians. 

Agriculture  continued  to  be  the  chief  occupation  and  North  Carolina 
was  a  state  of  predominantly  small  farms. 

Though  North  Carolina  was  a  slave  state,  the  majority  of  North 
Carolina  Whites  never  owned  a  slave  at  any  time.  Most  of  those  who 
did  only  owned  one  to  three  slaves.  According  to  the  1860  Census, 
only  133  families  owned  over  100  slaves. 

The  Civil  War  brought  death,  despair  and  destruction  to  North 
Carolina.  The  abolition  of  slavery  caused  the  loss  of  inexpensive  farm 
labor.  As  a  result,  large  plantations  were  divided  into  small  farms. 
The  number  of  farms  in  the  state  grew  from  75,000  in  1860  to  150,000 
in  1880. 

The  people  rebuilt  the  state  quickly.  Tobacco  and  cotton  led  the 
growth,  and  furniture  making  became  a  large  scale  industry  in  the 
late  1800s. 

Extensive  railroad  construction  characterized  the  late  1800's.  Rail- 
roads absorbed  interests  and  resources,  and  little  effort  was  made  to 
improve  waterways  and  roads.  Communication  improved,  and  by  1898 
there  were  13  telephone  exchanges  and  17  telephone  companies  in 
North  Carolina. 

Public  schools  suffered  greatly  because  they  were  supported  by 
local  taxes  which  were  many  times  not  paid.  Poverty,  resulting  from 
the  war,  was  the  biggest  reason  for  educational  backwardness  in  North 
Carolina.  By  1900, 19.5%  of  the  whites  and  47.6%  of  the  Negroes  were 
illiterate. 

Union  Associational  Meetings— 1861-1865 

1S6_L— Met  at  Piney  Grove.  Civil  War  began  and  matters  were  in  a 
tense  condition— Bibles  were  sent  to  the  soldiers. 

1M2.— Special  appeal  made  for  literature  for  soldier  boys  in  the 
camps.  An  offering  of  $13.55  was  given  to  Rev.  J.D.  Huffham  to  send 
the  Biblical  Recorder  to  the  boys  as  far  as  it  would  pay. 

ISM— The  churches  at  New  Bern,  Brice's  Creek,  Fort  Barnwell, 
Smyrna,  Beaufort  and  Woodville  are  within  lines  of  the  enemy;  there- 
fore, no  report  from  them. 

1B£5_— The  dishearted  foot-sore  Confederate  soldier  had  returned 
to  find  his  home  shattered,  civil  affairs  administered  by  aliens,  former 
slaves  vaunting  themselves  in  the  new  conditions  thrust  upon  them. 
There  was  danger  lurking  in  every  quarter.  An  old  brother  who  had 
long  been  faithful  in  the  work  of  the  Association,  seeing  his  son  and 
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others  who  had  been  bravely  fighting  the  overwhelming  armies  of  the 
"UNION,"  offered  a  little  resolution  without  ostentation,  "That  the 
name  of  the  Association  be  changed  to  'EASTERN'."  It  was  quietly 
done!  The  presence  of  the  Union  had  demoralized  the  people. 

Thus  comes  to  a  close  the  record  of  the  Union  Association.  It  will 
hence  be  known  as  the  EASTERN  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Eastern  Association— 1866-1884 

The  Eastern  Baptist  Association  was  organized  in  October  1827 
when  Cape  Fear  Association  dismissed  17  churches  in  Sampson, 
Duplin,  Onslow  and  New  Hanover  counties  to  form  the  Goshen.  The 
Goshen  and  the  Neuse  (located  northeast  of  these  counties  named) 
combined  in  1845  under  the  name  Union.  In  1865  at  Moore's  Creek, 
in  deference  to  the  sentiment  of  the  Confederate  soldiers,  the  name  of 
the  Association  was  changed  from  Union  to  Eastern.  Highlights  of 
some  of  the  meetings  of  the  Eastern  Association  are  as  follows: 

IMS— Business  was  routine  and  there  was  no  mention  of  the  fact 
that  the  name  of  the  association  had  been  changed. 

1301— 46  churches  and  4,927  members;  20  ministers  serving  as  pas- 
tors. 

IMS— $221.83  raised  for  Associational  Missions. 

181Q— Trenton  in  Jones  County  received  into  the  Association. 

1821—  Discussed  dividing  the  Association  but  no  action  was  taken. 

1£7_3_— The  newly  organized  church  at  Morehead  City  was  received. 
Deacon  S.  S.  Biddle  of  Fort  Barnwell  died.  There  were  61  churches  - 
4,474  members. 

1815_— Met  at  Beaufort  Church.  From  Clinton  to  Beaufort  is  150 
miles,  but  the  preachers  and  many  delegates  attended.  There  had 
never  been  an  Associational  meeting  at  Beaufort  and  so  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  interest  to  both  the  visitors  and  the  inhabitants.  In  a  report  on 
Sunday  Schools,  the  committee  reported  24  Bible  Schools  (Sunday 
Schools)  with  1,569  pupils  and  190  officers  and  teachers.  In  1873  there 
were  only  4  schools  with  400  pupils.  This  was  real  progress.  Preach- 
ing during  the  Associational  meetings  was  conducted  at  the  white 
churches  and  the  "colored"  church.  The  Methodist  minister  was  in- 
vited to  see  how  the  meeting  was  conducted. 

187J7_—  Salem,  a  new  church  in  Onslow,  was  received.  Silently  many 
of  the  faces  well  known  and  loved  are  slipping  away  and  every  year 
new  faces  are  taking  the  places  of  those  gone  to  their  heavenly  reward. 
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ISIS— The  old  town  of  New  Bern  entertained  the  Association. 
Woodville  had  been  dropped,  not  having  delegates,  but  delegates  came 
in  and  it  was  reinstated. 

ISIS— A  Sunday  School  Missionary  and  Colporteur  was  employed. 
A  collection  was  taken  for  Elder  T.  J.  Leary  who  had  suffered  great 
loss  by  storms  on  the  coast.  Met  at  Piney  Grove. 

1SSS— 56  churches  represented  on  the  first  day  of  meeting  with  97 
delegates.  Dr.  Theodore  Whitfield  was  pastor  at  Goldsboro. 

ISSi— Met  at  Pollocksville  October  7-9.  A  resolution  was  intro- 
duced and  adopted  endorsing  the  effort  to  start  an  orphanage.  The 
following  churches  secured  letters  to  aid  in  the  forming  of  a  new  As- 
sociation. 

Antioch  Davis  Shore 

Bear  Marsh  Enon  Chapel 

Beaufort  Falling  Creek 

Fort  Barnwell  Goldsboro 

Kinston  La  Grange 

Morehead  City  Mount  Calvary 
New  Bern                                    Piney  Grove  (Onslow) 

Piney  Grove  (Jones)  Pollocksville 

Snow  Hill  Smyrna 

Union  Woodville 
Young  Bethel 

For  those  churches  in  the  area  now  covered  by  the  Atlantic  As- 
sociation, time  spent  with  the  great  Eastern  Association  came  to  a 
close.  The  ties  were  cut.  A  new  Association  was  formed  and  it  was 
called  THE  ATLANTIC  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION.  That  significant 
event  took  place  October  29,  1884. 
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Chapter  VI 


The  Atlantic  Baptist  Association 
1884-1987 


Brief  Sketch  of  How  the  Atlantic  Association  Came 
Into  Existence 

Sandy  Creek  Association-began  in  1758  with  9  churches.  New  River 
church  of  Onslow  was  a  member  of  the  Sandy  Creek  Association. 

Kehukee  Association-organized  in  1759  with  7  churches. 

Neuse  Association  /-was  organized  in  1794  with  24  ministers,  21 
churches  and  1,663  members. 

The  Neuse  and  Goshen  Association-joined  together  in  1844  to  form 
the  Union  Association. 

The  Union  Association-organized  in  1844  and  became  extinct  in 
1865. 

The  Eastern  Association-began  in  1865  with  57  churches  and  4,673 
members. 

Atlantic  Association  /-was  organized  in  1884  when  20  churches 
were  dismissed  from  the  Eastern  Association  to  form  a  new  associa- 
tion. There  were  20  churches,  10  ministers  and  1,410  members. 

Neuse  Association  //-was  organized  in  1899  with  22  churches. 
Some  of  the  churches  in  the  western  section  of  the  Atlantic  Associa- 
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tion  withdrew  to  help  form  this  association. 

The  Neuse-Atlantic  Assor.iation-was  formed  in  1907  when  the 
Neuse  and  Atlantic  Association  merged. 

Atlantic  Association  77-was  formed  when  the  Neuse  and  Atlantic 
Association  divided  in  1929.  Since  that  time  the  two  associations  have 
remained  separate. 

Introduction 

Baptist  life  in  Eastern  North  Carolina  began  as  early  as  1720.  That 
was  164  years  before  the  Atlantic  Association  was  organized  and  yet 
it  was  only  22  years  before  Swift  Creek  Church,  located  12  miles  west 
of  New  Bern,  was  organized.  There  was  Baptist  activity  in  Eastern 
North  Carolina  from  the  beginning. 

As  the  drama  unfolded  and  the  Atlantic  Association  was  organized, 
paused  and  think  about  what  has  already  happened. 

1.  It  has  not  been  but  19  years  since  the  end  of  the  Civil  War  and 
the  state  has  barely  recovered  from  that. 

2.  Industry  and  agriculture  was  on  the  up  swing. 

3.  Transportation  was  improving. 

4.  In  the  area  now  known  as  the  Atlantic  Association,  9  churches 
were  in  existence  when  the  Association  was  formed  that  are  still 
in  existence  today.  These  churches  are: 

Woodville  New  Bern,  First 

Morehead  City  Fort  Barnwell 

Smyrna  Piney  Grove 

Davis  Beaufort 
Pollocks  ville 

5.  The  Baptist  State  Convention  was  54  years  old. 

6.  Wake  Forest  College  and  Chowan  College  were  in  full  operation. 

7.  The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  was  39  years  old. 

8.  Sandy  Creek  Baptist  Church  was  129  years  old. 

9.  Slaves  had  been  free  for  21  years. 

10.  The  Biblical  Recorder  was  51  years  old. 
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11.  It  had  been  183  years  since  the  first  association  in  America  had 
been  formed,  the  Philadelphia  Association. 

Organizational  Meeting  of  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Association 

The  Atlantic  Baptist  Association  was  organized  October  28,  1884 
at  La  Grange,  North  Carolina.  Twenty  churches  were  dismissed  from 
the  Eastern  Association  when  it  met  at  the  Pollocks ville  Baptist 
Church  in  Jones  County  on  October  7-9,  1884. 

The  Atlantic  embraced  the  territory  from  Wayne  County  to  the 
ocean  and  from  the  Pamlico  River  to  New  River  in  Onslow  County. 

At  a  meeting  of  certain  brethren  at  La  Grange,  North  Carolina  on 
October  29,  1884,  W.G.  Brinson  was  called  to  the  chair.  F.W.  Han- 
cock was  chosen  clerk,  pro  tern.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Elder  Theodore 
Whitfield. 

The  Executive  Board  was  composed  by  seven  men:  W.J.  Montford, 
J.E.  Peterson,  F.W.  Hancock,  J.W.  Briddle,  M.S.  Webb  and  J.M. 
Wooton.  Ministers  in  the  association  were: 


J.T.  Albritton  Mount  Olive 

A.J.  Hires  Kinston 

C.A.  Jenkins  New  Bern 

W.T.  Jones  Beaufort 

W.B.  Knight  Snow  Hill 

T.J.  Leary  Harlowe 

C.J.  Nelson  Goldsboro 

J.  Utley  Morehead 

C.S.  Cashwell  Kinston 

T.  Whitfield  Goldsboro 

At  the  meeting  the  following  statement  was  made  and  its  recom- 
mendation was  adopted: 

"The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  by  the  Union  Meeting  of 
the  Eastern  Association,  convened  at  Kinston,  North  Carolina.  On  the 
28th  day  of  March,  1884,  a  committee  to  propose  to  the  churches  in 
the  Northern  section  of  said  association,  the  formation  of  a  new  as- 
sociation, and  the  make  arrangements  to  facilitate  its  organization  if 
approved,  did  accordingly  communicate  with  those  churches,  propos- 
ing that  they  petition  the  Eastern  Association  for  dismissal  in  order 
to  organize  a  new  association  and  that  their  delegates  to  the  Eastern 
Association  represent  them  in  the  Convention  to  form  the  new  associa- 
tion. 

The  churches  whose  names  appear  in  the  certificate  accompanying 
this,  accordingly  approved  of  the  proposed  organization,  and  by  their 
delegates  or  letters,  petition  the  Eastern  Association  for  dismission, 
which  petition  was  approved  and  granted  on  the  8th  day  of  October 
inst. 
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The  delegates  of  said  churches  thereupon  met  on  the  8th  day  of  Oc- 
tober inst.  in  the  Meeting  House  of  the  Pollocksville  Baptist  Church. 
Elder  T.  Whitfield  being  chairman  and  resolved  to  meet  for  permanent 
organization  at  La  Grange,  Lenoir  County,  North  Carolina  on  the  29th 
day  of  October,  1884. 

Therefore,  we  recommend  that  the  list  of  said  churches  be  called 
and  such  delegates  as  were  appointed  to  represent  them  in  the  Eastern 
Association  at  its  recent  session,  or  may  have  been  appointed  special- 
ly to  represent  them  in  this  convention  now  assembled,  and  that  this 
convention  proceed  to  the  permanent  organization  of  a  Baptist  As- 
sociation to  be  composed  of  such  churches  as  may  be  here  represented 
as  aforesaid  or  by  letter. " 

Theodore  Whitfield 
J.  E.  Peterson 
J.  D.  Roberts 

The  following  certificate  of  dismission  from  the  Eastern  Associa- 
tion was  read: 

uThis  is  the  certify  that  the  following  churches  were  dismissed  from 
the  Eastern  Baptist  Association  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  new 
association. " 

Antioch  Morehead  City 

Bear  Marsh  New  Bern 

Beaufort  Mount  Calvary 

Davis  Shore  Piney  Grove  (Jones) 

Enon  Piney  Grove  (Onslow) 

Falling  Creek  Pollocksville 

Fort  Barnwell  Snow  Hill 

Goldsboro  Smyrna 

Kinston  Union 

La  Grange  Woodville 

Young  Bethel 

J.  L.  Stewart,  Moderator 
J.  L.  Britt,  Clerk 

Bear  Marsh  is  listed  as  being  dismissed,  but  the  church  did  not  join 
the  Atlantic.  It  remained  with  the  Eastern  Association. 

The  roll  call  of  churches  was  taken  and  all  20  responded.  The  Con- 
stitution, Articles  of  Faith,  Rules  of  Order  and  a  Church  Covenant 
were  adopted. 

During  the  afternoon  session  officers  were  elected  and  the  associa- 
tion was  declared  organized. 

Morehead  City  was  chosen  as  the  next  place  of  meeting;  Elder 
Theodore  Whitfield  to  preach  the  Introductory  Sermon  and  Elder  A.J. 
Hires,  alternate. 

Pledges  totaling  $287.00  were  taken  for  associational  missions.  Rev. 
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C.  S.  Cashwell  offered  the  following  resolution  and  it  was  adopted: 

"Resolved  that  the  churches  are  earnestly  requested  to  make  collec- 
tions for  Associational  Missions  once  every  quarter,  and  forward  the 
same  at  once  to  Treasurer. " 

A  motion  was  made  that  we  approve  the  organization  of  Ladies 
Missionary  Societies  or  Committees  in  our  churches.  Motion  ap- 
proved. 

Note:  This  was  the  only  motion  in  the  minutes  of  1884  that  did  not 
state  who  made  the  motion. 

The  meeting  closed  with  prayer  by  Elder  C.J.  Nelson. 

1886-1898 

The  next  twelve  years  were  years  of  struggle  and  growth.  New  chur- 
ches were  added.  Travel  was  hard,  and  poor  roads  made  it  difficult  for 
ministers  to  get  from  one  preaching  point  to  another. 

The  annual  meeting  of  1885  met  at  Morehead  City.  Bayboro  was 
admitted  to  the  Association. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  the  State  Board  of  Mis- 
sions appointed  Elders  W.T.  Jones,  C.  S.  Cashwell  and  T.J.  Leary  to 
work  within  the  bounds  of  the  association.  Today  these  men  would  be 
called  area  missionaries.  Actually,  area  missionaries  or  associational 
missionary  work  began  in  1881  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Eastern 
Association  when  it  met  in  Magnolia,  North  Carolina  (Duplin  Coun- 
ty). The  messengers  attending  that  meeting  instructed  the  Executive 
Committee  to  procure  the  services  of  a  missionary  for  the  association. 
The  committee  worked  hard  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  association 
and  within  three  months  had  appointed  a  general  missionary.  This  ac- 
tion took  place  in  January  1882  at  a  Union  Meeting  held  at  Mason- 
boro,  near  Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  W.M.  Kennedy,  chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  gave  the  following  report: 

"Our  Executive  Committee  met  with  the  Union  at  Masonboro  on 
Friday  last  and  greatly  enlarged  the  sphere  of  their  operations.  They 
extended  aid  to  several  ministers  who  are  laboring  in  destitute  fields, 
and  appointed  CS.  Cashwell  general  Missionary  of  the  Association. 
This  will  require  prompt  and  liberal  action  upon  the  part  of  our  pas- 
tors and  churches.  Brethren,  come  to  our  aid  in  this  great  work. " 

Thus,  for  the  area  known  today  as  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Associa- 
tion, the  first  Associational  Missionary  is  recorded.  There  was  actual- 
ly an  associational  missionary  here  before  the  association  existed. 
Brother  Cashwell  was  instructed  by  the  Executive  Committee  not  to 
take  pastoral  work,  but  to  concentrate  on  evangelism  and  church 
planting,  as  it  would  be  called  today. 
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Pollocksville  was  one  of  the  first  areas  in  which  Brother  Cashwell 
began  his  work.  There  was  no  church  there.  He  held  meetings  in  a 
room  over  Charles  Whitty's  store.  He  began  a  church  there  and  it  was 
constituted  in  1882. 

The  minutes  of  1885  revealed  that  in  1884  there  were  1,300  Bap- 
tists in  the  Association.  In  1984  there  were  10,735.  This  was  an 
average  of  94  new  members  per  year  from  1884  to  1984.  There  were 
101  baptisms  in  1885  and  324  in  1985. 

Goldsboro  and  New  Bern  were  the  only  churches  that  had  preach- 
ing every  Sunday.  The  majority  of  the  churches  only  had  preaching 
once  a  month.  Thirteen  churches  had  Sunday  School.  New  Bern  church 
paid  their  pastor  $800,  which  was  the  highest  in  the  Association. 

The  reports  of  1886  stated  that  C.  S.  Cashwell  was  building  a  house 
of  worship  at  Fort  Barnwell.  Church  membership  had  increased  to 
1,619  and  there  were  212  baptisms. 

A  motion  was  again  made  to  form  Ladies  Missionary  Societies,  but 
no  indication  of  any  forming. 

Pledges  were  taken  to  help  build  a  church  at  Bayboro.  Pledges  to- 
taled $66.50. 

The  associational  meeting  of  1887  listed  seven  ministers.  The  Board 
of  Missions  of  the  State  Convention  supported  four  missionaries  in 
the  Atlantic  Association.  The  four  missionaries  and  their  salaries  were: 

C.S.  Cashwell  $150.00 

W.J.  Fulford  $350.00 

T.J.  Leary  $200.00 

C.A.  Woodson  $250.00 

These  "Associational  Missionaries"  labored  long  hours  on  the  field. 
Sometimes  they  were  responsible  for  five  or  six  churches.  The  associa- 
tion was  divided  into  districts  and  each  "Missionary"  was  responsible 
for  the  work  done  in  his  area.  The  task  was  not  easy.  Travel  was  either 
by  horseback,  horse  and  buggy  or  boat.  There  were  just  not  enough 
days  or  hours  for  all  to  be  done  that  was  needed. 

The  meeting  of  1887  was  the  first  time  a  committee  was  listed  in 
the  minutes  to  examine  the  possibility  of  Bible  and  Colportage  in  the 
association.  A  Colporteur  was  a  person  who  traveled  about  and  dis- 
tributed bibles  and  religious  tracts.  Colportage  was  mentioned  on 
numerous  occasions  in  the  minutes  of  the  Eastern  Association,  espe- 
cially during  the  Civil  War  years. 

Meetings  in  the  early  years  were  inspirational.  Committee  reports 
were  quite  long  and  often  times  addressed  by  several  persons.  Stand- 
ing committees  included  Foreign,  Home  and  State  Missions;  Sunday 
School;  Temperance;  Publication;  Periodicals  and  the  Baptist  Or- 
phanage. 

In  1888,  Dr.  John  Mitchell  of  Wake  Forest  College  was  present  at 
the  annual  meeting  and  addressed  the  group.  An  offering  of  $7.08  was 
taken  for  the  school.  Remember,  the  Cooperative  Program  was  not  in 
existence.  Agents  from  various  agencies  of  the  convention  went  to  as- 
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sociational  meetings  pleading  for  money.  The  one  that  presented  their 
cause  in  the  most  pleading  way,  got  the  warmest  response.  These  of- 
ferings were  the  way  schools  and  other  agencies  got  their  financial 
support. 

The  State  Mission  Board  reported  87  missionaries  in  the  state  and 
18  colporteurs.  Five  of  these  87  missionaries  had  labored  in  the  bounds 
of  the  Atlantic  Association:  2  full-time  and  3  part-time. 

The  association  requested  in  1888  that  every  Sunday  School  take  a 
monthly  offering  for  the  orphanage.  The  Kennedy  Home  was  estab- 
lished in  the  Atlantic  Association  by  a  gift  from  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kennedy, 
and,  John  C.  Whitty,  a  consecrated  layman  of  First  Baptist,  New 
Bern,  built  the  Whitty  Building  at  Mills  Home. 

The  front  page  of  the  minutes  has  the  following  statement: 

"Next  session  to  be  held  with  Piney  Grove  Church,  Jones  County, 
October 29-31, 1889.  The  church  is  15  miles  from  New  Bern  and  reached 
by  steamboat. " 

J.  F.  Love  was  listed  as  the  pastor  of  Bayboro  Church  in  1889. 
Swansboro  Church  was  listed  for  the  first  time. 

A  detailed  report  of  state  missions  was  given  that  was  worthy  of 
sharing  here: 


Associations 

Churches 

Members 

State  Missionaries 


86 

2,325 

250,000 

over  100 


In  1835  the  state  had  25  associations  and  10  were  opposed  to  mis- 
sions. 

Providence  Church,  Onslow  County,  was  admitted  to  the  associa- 
tion. 

The  Home  Mission  report  listed  328  home  missionaries.  Their 
magazine  was  Home  Fields  and  cost  twenty-five  cents  per  year.  They 

also  published  Sunday  School  literature. 
The  Sunday  School  report  gave  spe- 
cial emphasis  that  Sunday  Schools  were 
twelve  month  schools  except  for  the 
Smyrna  Church,  which  had  an  eight 
month  Sunday  School. 

Signs  of  growth  appeared  as  the 
minutes  of  1890  reported  progress.  An 
announcement  was  made  that  the  rail- 
road had  been  completed  to  Greenville. 
Three  churches  were  admitted  to  the  as- 
sociation: Christian  Hope,  Onslow;  Cool 
Springs  of  Carteret  County;  Bay  Creek 
of  Pamlico  County. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Report  listed  78 
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missionaries  with  19  being  from  North  Carolina. 

When  the  Beaufort  Church  was  41  years  old  (1891)  the  association- 
al  meeting  was  held  there. 

Trenton  Church,  Moore's  Chapel  and  Mundine  were  admitted  to 
the  Association. 

While  the  Association  was  meeting  at  Beaufort,  Dr.  Bernard 
Washington  Spilman  was  ordained.  He  served  as  pastor  of  Davis, 
Smyrna  and  Woodville  and  did  missionary  work  at  Marshallberg.  Dr. 
Spillman  became  a  great  leader  among  Southern  Baptists. 


Highlights  of  Associational  Meetings  1891-1898 

1891-Colportage  Report  for  Association  given: 

Days  of  Labor  165 

Families  Visited  510 

Families  Destitute  of  Bible  36 

Sermons  Preached  40 

Talks  to  Schools  10 

Sunday  School  Organized  1 

Prayer  Meetings  Held  27 

New  Bern,  First,  referred  to  as  "The  Church  of  New  Bern."  Total 
membership  of  the  Association  was  2,178. 

1893-Spring  Garden  had  11  members.  Spring  Garden  and  Taber- 
nacle joined  the  Association.  Fort  Barnwell  had  40  members  in  Sun- 
day School;  Vanceboro  recorded  8  members  and  Vandemere  had  30. 

1896-  Dr.  R.  H.  Lewis  appointed  Historian.  This  was  a  first.  An- 
nouncement was  made  that  Morehead  Church  would  give  the  associa- 
tion a  complimentary  sail  and  requested  delegates  to  be  at  the  wharf 
at  2:00  p.m. 

1221- The  meeting  was  held  in  Goldsboro.  It  was  a  3-day  meeting, 
as  were  all  of  them.  Rev.  James  Long  announced  that  the  Ladies'  Mis- 
sionary Society  would  meet  at  3:00  p.m.  Wednesday  at  St.  Paul's 
Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  H.B.  Duffy,  New  Bern,  president.  (Note:  At 
this  time  there  were  Missionary  societies  in  some  of  the  churches,  and 
they  met  together  at  the  same  time  as  the  associational  meeting.) 
However,  at  this  time  there  was  not  a  permanent  organization  on  the 
associational  level  here  in  the  Altantic  Association.  Remember  also, 
at  that  time  women  were  not  allowed  at  the  associational  meetings, 
and  the  men  gave  the  reports  of  only  work  done  by  the  women.  Davis 
Shore  begged  for  a  large  delegation  at  the  next  associational  meeting, 
which  was  to  be  held  at  Davis  Shore.  They  requested  at  least  200 
delegates.  They  would  be  met  in  Morehead  City  by  good  boatmen  and 
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boats.  They  would  be  given  free  transportation  from  Morehead  City 
to  Davis  Shore  and  returned. 

189_8_-Resolution  presented  to  divide  the  association.  An  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  was  passed  as  follows: 

"Every  church  having  a  Ladies'  Missionary  Society  shall  be  entitled 
to  one  additional  female  delegate  to  represent  it  on  the  Woman's 
Central  Committee. " 

Lengthy  reports  were  given  by  missionaries  in  the  different  areas 
of  the  association.  Each  year  these  reports  were  given  churches 
familiar  to  us  today  are  mentioned.  Mission  points  down  east  were 
Marshburn,  Hog  Island  and  Harker's  Island.  Rev.  H.  H.  Marshburn, 
pastor  at  Tabernacle,  preached  one  night  a  week  at  Cove. 

1898-A  very  important  year  for  the  women  of  the  Atlantic.  On  Oc- 
tober 13,  1898,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  the  Atlantic  Bap- 
tist Association  was  permanently  organized.  At  the  associational 
WMU  meeting  of  1984,  Mrs.  Roger  Kanouff,  associational  WMU 
Director,  presented  a  plaque  to  the  Davis  Church  to  commemorate 
that  historic  date. 

1899-The  annual  session  was  held  at  the  Tabernacle  Church,  New 
Bern  on  Oct.  10-12.  The  WMU  held  their  second  meeting  at  the  Mid- 
dle Street  Church,  New  Bern,  on  the  11th.  Secretary  White  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention  wrote: 

"The  largest  and  most  promising  mission  field  in  the  state  was  the 
area  embraced  in  the  Atlantic  and  Neuse  association.  That  is  the 
countries  of  Wayne,  Green,  Lenoir,  Craven  and  Carteret  counties  and 
in  the  counties  just  north  of  them.  In  10  fertile  counties  there  are  46 
churches  but  only  3,000  members. " 

By  way  of  contrast,  a  committee  declared  that  in  this  area  the  Mor- 
mons had  placed  17  missionaries. 

Division 

In  1899  the  Atlantic  (Atlantic  I)  Association  divided  into  Eastern 
and  Western  portion;  the  latter  forming  the  Neuse  Association. 

The  Neuse  (Neuse  II)  organized  at  La  Grange,  North  Carolina  on 
October  26, 1898  with  22  churches  which  the  Altantic  Association  (At- 
lantic I)  had  dismissed  on  October  12.  These  churches  were  located  in 
Wayne,  Greene,  Lenoir,  Pitt,  Jones,  and  Craven  counties  but  did  not 
include  all  Baptist  churches  in  the  counties.  It  adopted  the  New 
Hampshire  Confessions  of  Faith.  Churches  that  left  to  form  the  Neuse 
Association  were: 
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Antioch 

Union 

Spring  Garden 

Ayden 

Ennans 

Kinston 

Castoria 

Falling  Creek 

LaGrange 

Cove 

Fort  Barnwell 

Mt.  Calvary 

Gover 

Goldsboro,  First 

Mt.  Nelson 

Pollocksville 

Goldsboro,  Second 

New  Hope 

Snow  Hill 

Piney  Grove,  Jones 

Seven  Springs 

Trenton 


Churches  in  the  Atlantic  Association 
After  the  Division  in  1899 


Church 

County 

Date  Organized 

Atlantic 

Carteret 

1896 

Atlantic 

Onslow 

1897 

Bay  Creek 

Pamlico 

1890 

Bayboro 

Pamlico 

1885 

Bear  Creek 

Onslow 

1897 

Beaufort 

Carteret 

1851 

Capernaum 

Onslow 

1876 

Christian  Hope 

Onslow 

1890 

Daughtery 

? 

1896 

Davis  Shore 

Carteret 

1867 

Marshallberg 

Carteret 

1898 

Middle  Street 

Craven 

1807 

Moore's  Chapel 

Carteret 

1891 

Morehead  City 

Carteret 

1873 

Oregon 

Beaufort 

1896 

Oriental 

Pamlico 

1899 

Piney  Grove 

Onslow 

1872 

Smyrna 

Carteret 

1829 

Swansboro 

Onslow 

1896 

Tabernacle 

Craven 

1895 

Truitt 

Craven 

1894 

Vandemere 

Pamlico 

1893 

Woodville 

Carteret 

1859 

Cool  Springs 

Carteret 

1890 

Growth  brings  about  changes.  What  better  way  to  face  the  twen- 
tieth century  than  with  a  spirit  of  renewed  hope  and  faith. 

William  McKinley  was  President  of  the  United  States  and  this  coun- 
ty was  about  to  usher  in  a  new  century. 

A  New  Century  Emerges 

The  Atlantic  Association  entered  the  new  century  smaller  because 
of  the  division.  Records  indicated  9  ministers,  24  churches  and  1,602 
members.  Industry  did  not  come  to  Eastern  North  Carolina  and  this 
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left  the  coastal  area  destitute.  The  association  was  still  large  and  was 
divided  into  fields  of  work.  Even  so  there  was  still  more  work  to  do 
than  was  physically  possible  for  the  few  ministers  in  the  area.  This 
did  not  hinder  the  spirit  of  the  ministers  or  the  local  people. 

North  Carolina  now  had  a  population  of  1,617,947.  David  Greene 
was  Governor  and  there  were  96  counties.  Trains  were  the  popular 
mode  of  transportation. 

From  1901-1906,  struggle  for  existence  was  evident  in  the  associa- 
tional  minutes. 

One  outstanding  event  in  1900-1901  was  the  establishment  of  an 
associational  school  at  Morehead  City.  The  school  was  called  Atlantic 
Institute. 

At  approximately  the  same  time  the  Atlantic  opened  its  school,  the 
Neuse  Association  endorsed  the  Winterville  High  School. 

Moore's  Chapel  reunited  with  its  mother  church,  Morehead  City  be- 
cause of  deaths  &  removals.  Morehead  Church  had  started  this  mis- 
sion when  the  church  was  only  18  years  old.  This  was  amazing  in  light 
of  the  living  conditions  and  lack  of  finances  in  that  day. 

In  1902  the  Association  celebrated  its  21  birthday. 

The  Association  had  a  newsletter  called  "The  Atlantic  Messenger." 
A  copy  of  this  newsletter  was  found  in  the  old  records  of  New  Bern 
First.  A  photocopy  is  now  on  file  in  the  Associational  Center. 

The  minutes  of  1905  showed  signs  of  change  in  the  associational 
meetings.  The  number  of  days  the  meetings  were  held  had  been 
reduced  to  2.  The  meeting  was  held  at  New  Bern,  First  and  for  the 
first  time  this  church  was  listed  as  "First  Baptist."  The  term  Reverend 
had  replaced  the  term  Elder  in  reference  to  ministers.  The  term 
delegates  had  changed  to  "messengers"  or  "representative." 

The  report  on  temperance  called  the  drink  habit  one  of  the  greatest 
hindrances  to  Christian  religion.  A  resolution  was  passed  protesting 
the  seating  of  delegates  from  churches  that  aided  in  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  wine  or  spirituous  liquors  in  any  way. 

In  1906  the  reports  emphasized  the  destitution  in  the  area.  Mini- 
sters were  only  on  the  field  a  short  time  because  of  lack  of  financial 
support.  Therefore,  the  work  was  not  kept  up  on  a  continuing  basis. 
There  was  a  call  for  more  intelligent  religion  in  the  Atlantic  Associa- 
tion. 

The  Atlantic  Baptist  Association  (Atlantic  I)  came  to  a  close  in 
1907  when  it  merged  with  the  Neuse  Association.  The  two  Associa- 
tions became  one  and  was  known  as  the  Neuse- Atlantic  Association. 

Merger 

Neuse-Atlantic  Association  1907-1929 

In  order  to  have  "meetings  of  greater  power",  the  Neuse  and  At- 
lantic Associations  reunited.  They  meet  Nov.  5,  1906  at  New  Bern, 
First.  They  would  remain  together  for  twenty-two  years.  Churches 
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totaled  52. 

At  that  meeting  a  motion  was  made  and  passed  that  since  the  as- 
sociation had  adopted  the  Winterville  High  School,  that  they  turn 
over  to  the  Morehead  City  Church  the  property  of  the  Atlantic  In- 
stitute in  Morehead  and  that  church  would  assume  the  indebtedness 
of  the  school. 

The  names  of  Sam  Brinson,  J.C.  Whitty,  and  Marion  Leslie  Davis 
appeared  frequently  in  the  minutes. 

One  will  note  that  in  giving  information  on  churches,  the  churches 
mentioned  are  in  Craven,  Jones,  Carteret  and  Pamlico  Counties,  the 
reason  being  that  since  this  is  a  history  of  the  Atlantic  Association, 
the  author  felt  it  was  best  to  write  about  churches  that  are  in  the 
boundaries  of  the  Atlantic  Association  today. 

Reference  was  made  in  1911  to  bad  railroad  conditions,  and  because 
of  that  fact,  the  meeting  adjourned  early.  Statistics  were  very  good 
that  year.  The  Digest  of  Letters  was: 

Membership  3,976 

Baptisms  345 

Sunday  Schools  46 

Ministers  18 

Churches  50 

The  Neuse-Atlantic  Association  was  the  only  association  in  the 
state  in  1912  that  reported  more  Sunday  School  members  than  church 
members. 

One  report  from  the  minutes  of  1912  that  of  a  Men's  Missionary 
Union.  The  WMS  voted  that  year  to  have  their  meetings  at  a  separate 
time  from  the  associational  meetings. 

For  several  years  special  emphasis  had  been  placed  on  Sunday 
Schools.  In  1914  provision  was  made  for  a  permanent  training  school 
for  Sunday  School  workers  to  meet  annually.  There  was  to  be  cur- 
riculum covering  four  years  and  leading  to  the  Blue  Seal  Diploma  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  A  Board  of  Trustees  from  the  As- 
sociation was  elected.  The  sessions  of  the  school  would  be  held  five 
days  per  year  in  the  following  locations:  1915-New  Bern;  1916- 
Morehead  City;  1917-Goldsboro;  1918-Kinston. 

L.T.  McCabe  and  Dr.  J.M.  Parrott  were  listed  as  being  on  the  com- 
mittee for  Men's  Missionary  Union  but  no  written  report. 

Vanceboro  Church  had  disbanded.  The  year  1917  was  one  of  uncer- 
tainty for  the  entire  United  States,  for  on  April  6,  1917,  the  United 
States  declared  war  on  Germany.  Woodrow  Wilson  was  President.  The 
selective  service  program  was  adopted  and  all  men  between  the  ages 
of  20  and  30  had  to  register.  Feelings  against  Germany  were  so  strong 
that  German  language  and  literature  were  no  longer  taught  in  the 
schools.  World  War  I  and  its  aftermath  would  lead  to  one  of  the 
greatest  economic  depressions  in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 

Leslie  Davis  was  chosen  in  1919  to  serve  as  Historian,  and  asked 
to  prepare  and  preserve  in  permanent  form  the  records  to  present  such 
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matters  of  interest  from  time  to  time. 

Rev.  C.  W.  Blanchard  was  elected  in  1921  as  Superintendent  of 
Evangelism  for  the  Association.  This  was  a  new  position.  The  State 
Mission  Board  would  pay  half  his  salary  and  the  Home  Mission  Board 
the  other  half.  This  was  another  "first"  in  that  the  Association  had  a 
man  working  in  this  area  under  the  auspices  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  and  the  State  Convention.  The  number  of  ministers  increased; 
they  had  34,  while  the  previous  year  there  were  only  18. 

M.  Leslie  Davis  became  Moderator  in  1909.  He  served  in  that  posi- 
tion until  1927. 

Progress  in  many  areas  of  work  began  to  appear  in  the  minutes.  In 
1922  details  were  given  on  a  pastor's  home  built  at  Pollocksville  and 
in  1923  at  Marshallberg. 

The  Association  voted  to  organize  a  Federation  of  Laymen  to  study 
the  interests  of  the  Association  and  the  Kingdom  in  general.  The  fol- 
lowing motion  was  presented  and  passed: 

"That  we  urge  upon  the  State  Mission  Board  the  importance  of  es- 
tablishing an  Eastern  Carolina  Summer  Assembly  at  Morehead  City. " 

The  assembly  nor  its  location  were  mentioned  anymore  except  in 
1924  when  the  association  passed  a  resolution  urging  people  to  attend 
that  summer  and  give  it  full  support. 

A  Homebound  program  was  reported  in  1924  with  175  enrolled.  No 
details  of  the  program  given. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  a  very  bad  rainy  season 
had  caused  a  financial  depression  the  past  year  and  the  people  had 
suffered  greatly.  Thirteen  churches  were  without  a  pastor  and  this 
had  hampered  the  work  of  the  churches  and  made  it  difficult  to  main- 
tain healthy  spiritual  working  conditions. 

Baptist  Young  People  Unions  were  reported,  but  again,  special  em- 
phasis was  given  to  Sunday  Schools  and  the  training  of  teachers. 
There  were  1,000  church  members  not  enrolled  in  Sunday  School  in 
the  Neuse- Atlantic  Association.  That  may  be  hard  to  understand  but 
keep  in  mind  that  when  Sunday  Schools  were  first  begun,  they  were 
for  children.  The  idea  carried  over  with  time  and  it  was  hard  to  get 
adults  to  realize  that  they  needed  to  be  a  part  of  the  Sunday  School 
organization. 

Birth  of  the  Cooperative  Program 

The  Cooperative  Program  was  initially  to  be  used  for  one  year.  At 
the  1924  meeting  of  the  association  it  was  presented  as  the  "1924 
program." 

Part  of  that  report  is  as  follows: 

"At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  at  Atlan- 
ta, the  delegates  assembled  adopted  what  was  termed  "The  Unified 
Program  of  Southern  Baptists.  "More  details  of  the  school  will  be  given 
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in  a  later  chapterThis  program  includes  the  needs  of  both  the  South- 
wide  and  State  Missionary,  Educational  and  Benevolent  causes  of  our 
denomination  for  the  year  1925.  We  now  call  your  attention  to  the 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Unified  Program.  The  state  funds  will  be  ap- 
portioned as  follows: 

Education  26% 

State  Missions  20% 

Hospitals  4% 

The  total  budget  for  our  state  is  $1,000.00: 

State  objects  $500.00 

Southwide  objects  $500.00 

We  wish  to  urge  our  people  in  all  our  churches  to  'come  up  to  the 
help  of  the  Lord' in  these  great  plans  for  the  carrying  of  His  Kingdom, 
for  we  must  never  forget  that  we  are  'workers  together  with  Him'.  Let 
us  as  never  before  give  ourselves  to  Him  in  service  and  show  our  faith 
by  our  works. " 

Lee  McBride  White 

How  could  anyone  have  realized  the  significance  of  the  1925  Report 
and  the  impact  it  would  have  on  Baptist  Life?  North  Carolina  par- 
ticipated in  this  program  from  its  very  beginning,  and  today  only  3 
churches  in  the  Atlantic  Association  reported  no  Cooperative  program 
gifts  in  1987. 

The  meeting  place  for  the  associational  meetings  was  changed  from 
Davis  to  Pollocksville  in  1927,  because  the  bridge  between  Beaufort 
and  Morehead  City  was  not  completed  and  the  committee  felt  it  was 
in  the  best  interest  of  the  messengers  to  make  this  change. 

Change  continued  to  take  place.  The  size  of  the  association  con- 
tinues to  be  a  problem,  and  the  Executive  Committee  recommended 
that  since  the  quarterly  meetings  were  not  well  attended,  they  estab- 
lish divisional  meetings.  Denominational  press  and  secular  press  were 
mentioned  as  ways  to  publish  the  associational  program  in  advance. 

Investigation  was  made  into  the  possibility  of  securing  a  BYPU 
and  a  Sunday  School  worker.  The  committee  felt  it  would  not  be  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  association.  They  needed  a  man  of  all  around 
ability  who  could  deal  with  the  problems  of  our  mission  field.  Further, 
they  stated  that  they  believed  if  the  right  man  was  found  and  proper 
emphasis  given  to  the  need,  funds  would  be  forth  coming  to  support 
such  work. 

Remember,  back  in  1881  when  the  Eastern  Association  voted  to 
procure  the  services  of  an  associational  missionary?  Now,  46  years 
later,  the  subject  emerges  again.  Although  these  plans  did  not 
materialize  in  1927,  it  is  important  to  see  how  the  seed  had  been 
planted  and  God,  in  His  marvelous  way  and  timetable,  would  see  that 
the  seed  reached  maturity  and  bore  fruit  in  1953. 
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Fort  Barnwell  Church  was  the  setting  for  the  Associational  Meet- 
ing of  1928.  This  brought  to  a  temporary  close  the  services  of  M.  Les- 
lie Davis  as  Moderator.  He  had  served  for  27  years.  During  this 
meeting,  Rev.  A.O.  Boda,  pastor  of  First  Baptist,  New  Bern  conducted 
a  deacon  ordination  service.  Walter  Glover  and  Jerry  B.  Avery  of  the 
Dover  Church  and  J.R.  Pratt  of  Fort  Barnwell  Church  were  ordained. 
This  may  sound  strange  in  1987,  but  give  it  some  thought;  it  really 
isn't  a  bad  idea.  Certainly  churches  could  share  more  and  look  at  the 
number  of  pastors  that  could  participate. 

In  1929  the  Neuse-Atlantic  Association  was  asked  to  underwrite 
$20,000.00  for  the  Cooperative  Program.  The  Association  gave 
$14,262.95  in  1928. 

1929  Division  of  the  Neuse-Atlantic 

The  Neuse-Atlantic  Association  met  for  its  23rd  annual  session  in 
1929  at  Falling  Creek  Church.  A.J.  Smith,  Pastor  of  Goldsboro,  First 
offered  and  moved  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  providing  for  the 
division  of  the  association  into  two  associations.  When  the  vote  was 
taken,  only  four  messengers  voted  in  the  negative.  Negative  votes 
were  explained  and  after  further  discussion,  M.  L.  Davis  offered  a  mo- 
tion to  make  the  vote  unanimous.  The  motion  was  seconded.  More  dis- 
cussion followed  and  it  was  decided  that  it  was  best  to  amend  the 
resolution. 

Delegates  from  the  western  section  were  to  meet  on  Nov.  19  at 
Goldsboro  First  to  organize  a  new  association.  Delegates  from  the 
eastern  section  were  to  meet  at  New  Bern,  First,  for  forming  a  new 
association.  Several  brethren  discussed  briefly  the  technicalities  in 
such  a  division. 

M.  Leslie  Davis  offered  a  motion  that  the  original  resolution  be 
reconsidered  for  correction.  This  motion  carried  and  the  corrections 
made.  (My,  my,  doesn't  this  make  you  feel  like  you  are  in  the  middle 
of  a  Baptist  Church  business  meeting?) 

The  two  groups  did  meet  and  form  separate  associations.  The  1929 
minutes  of  the  Neuse-Atlantic  Association  included  the  minutes  of 
the  organizational  meetings. 

Again,  we  close  another  chapter  in  Baptist  life  in  Eastern  North 
Carolina,  but  as  one  chapter  closes  another  opens. 

The  two  associations  were  united  for  22  years,  1907-1929.  During 
that  time  only  three  Moderators  served:  J.  M.  Parrott,  M.  Leslie  Davis 
and  Rev.  Zeb  Parker. 

When  the  two  associations  merged  in  1907,  there  were  51  churches 
and  21  pastors.  1916  recorded  the  highest  number  of  churches-63. 
The  highest  membership  was  in  1925-7,125.  Receipts  were  higher  in 
1920  than  any  other  year-$113,  694.00. 

At  the  time  of  the  division,  there  were  58  churches,  24  pastors, 
7,099  members,  and  total  receipts  were  $83,  122.84. 

Since  the  division  in  1929,  there  has  not  been  another  merger.  Both 
associations  have  remained  separate  organizations. 
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Atlantic  Baptist  Association  II  1929-1987 
A  Backward  Glance 

Many  times  we  pause  and  reflect  on  what  has  happened  during  a 
given  period  of  time  so  that  we  can  better  understand  and  prepare  for 
the  future.  Now  would  be  a  good  time  to  do  that  in  thinking  about 
the  Atlantic  Association.  Let's  rewind  the  trail  of  thought  and  go  back 
to  1900  for  a  few  minutes. 

Surely  the  new  century  brought  with  it  dreams  and  visions  for  a 
better  life.  Life  did  get  better,  but  there  were  also  some  traumatic  ex- 
periences in  the  lives  of  individuals  and  the  state  and  nation  as  a 
whole.  All  of  these  experiences  had  their  effect  on  the  churches,  and 
the  Baptist  denomination  saw  many  changes.  Some  were  very  good 
and  some  were  very  tragic. 

The  population  in  the  United  States  in  1900  was  over  75,000,000. 
A  crusading  spirit  prevailed.  An  era  of  progressive  movement  was  on 
the  uprise. 

William  McKinley  was  elected  to  a  second  term  as  President  but 
was  assassinated.  Theodore  Roosevelt  succeeded  him.  The  Panama 
Canal  was  built.  Six  more  presidents  would  serve. 

Pepsi  Cola  became  the  "real  thing"  in  New  Bern  when  Caleb  Brad- 
ham  concocted  his  special  drink. 

World  War  I  in  1917  was  hard,  but  it  united  the  people. 

After  the  war,  Americans  were  "put  on  wheels"  as  Henry  Ford  in- 
troduced them  to  the  "Model  T."  People  spent  money  for  good  roads, 
travel  and  vacation  resorts,  jazz  bands,  dancing  and  a  craze  for  sports 
announced  the  revolt  against  puritanism  by  the  youth.  Households 
were  shocked  at  the  short  skirts  and  bobbed  hair.  The  free  use  of 
cigarettes  and  cosmetics  prevailed.  An  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion prohibited  the  sale  of  liquor.  Gangsters  took  over  bootlegging, 
and  crime  increased. 

That  was  a  lot  to  reflect  on  but,  under  the  surface  of  all  these  events, 
American  life  remained  fundamentally  sound.  Education,  religion  and 
science  made  impressive  progress.  The  average  American  was  still 
hard  working  and  serious. 

What  about  Eastern  North  Carolina?  The  people  in  Eastern  North 
Carolina  were  not  as  well  off  as  in  other  areas  of  the  state  and  country. 
Farming  continued  to  be  the  way  of  life.  Roads  were  bad  and  railroad 
service  was  not  the  best. 

Public  education  was  in  its  infancy,  and  academies  sprang  up 
throughout  the  state.  They  cost  money,  and  since  most  families  had 
no  money,  at  least  not  extra  money,  many  young  people  had  to  stay 
home  and  help  work  the  family  farm. 

To  sum  it  up,  the  people  had  gone  through  and  were  still  experienc- 
ing poverty.  War  had  come  and  gone.  The  value  of  education  was 
being  realized,  but  efforts  to  pursue  education  were  slow.  The  finan- 
cial crisis  was  the  worst  in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
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The  picture  was  gloomy,  but  the  minutes  from  the  Association  and 
the  State  Convention  showed  signs  of  progress. 

The  organizational  meeting  of  the  Atlantic  Association  was  held  in 
1929.  Officers  were  elected,  a  Constitution  was  written  and  Articles 
of  Faith  adopted.  The  new  association  began  a  journey  that  continues 
today,  some  57  years  later. 

By  1930  everyone  was  in  a  state  of  shock,  because  that  period  of 
time  was  the  era  of  what  we  now  call  "The  Great  Depression."  Mil- 
lions of  people  lost  every  cent  they  owned.  Banks  failed,  factories  shut 
down,  stores  closed  and  almost  every  business  seemed  paralyzed. 
Trains  that  were  once  busy,  now  sat  idle,  and  local  governments  could 
not  collect  half  their  taxes.  By  the  end  of  1930,  more  than  6,000,000 
people  were  out  of  work,  and  that  figure  reached  12,000,000  by  1931. 
Farm  prices  dropped,  and  angry  farmers  stopped  mortgage 
foreclosures  with  pitch  forks. 

The  associational  minutes  did  not  state  anything  about  local  con- 
ditions. There  were  no  written  reports;  only  the  proceedings,  WMU 
Report  and  statistics. 

One  year  after  its  organization  in  1929,  the  Association  had  35  chur- 
ches with  3,  919  members.  Baptisms  were  129.  There  were  only  50  tit- 
triers  recorded  in  the  Association,  and  Davis  Church  recorded  15  of 
that  number. 

Churches  in  the  Atlantic  Association  1930 


Church 

Membership 

Church 

Membership 

Atlantic  (c) 

70 

Morehead  City 

502 

Atlantic  (0) 

38 

New  Bern  First 

588 

Bayboro 

36 

Tabernacle 

383 

Bay  view 

51 

North  Harlowe 

17 

Bear  Creek 

55 

Oriental 

64 

Bethlehem 

59 

Piney  Grove  (J) 

110 

Cove 

23 

Piney  Grove  (O) 

182 

Davis 

116 

Pollocksville 

83 

Dover 

67 

Richlands 

102 

Duck  Creek 

... 

Smyrna 

68 

Enon's  Chapel 

73 

Spring  Garden 

19 

Ft.  Barnwell 

159 

Swansboro 

142 

Grant's  Creek 

158 

Tar  Landing 

44 

Hobucken 

14 

Trenton 

20 

Kellum 

117 

Vandemere 

19 

Marshallberg 

93 

Vanceboro 

— 

Maysville 

162 

Woodville 

30 

Beaufort 

295 

In  the  midst  of  financial  ruin,  spiritual  growth  spiraled  upwards. 
The  1936  minutes  stated  that  finances  did  not  allow  printing  of 
reports.  Yet  in  1936,  statistical  tables  were  added  to  the  printed 
minutes.  There  was  much  talk  of  spiritual  renewal.  Messengers  were 
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assigned  homes  to  stay  in  while  the  meetings  were  being  held  at  the 
Marshallberg  Baptist  Church.  Messengers  were  encouraged  to  send 
their  pastor  to  the  State  Convention  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
vention. This  had  not  been  encouraged  in  previous  minutes. 

An  associational  Baptist  Training  Union  organization  was  formed 
on  May  3,  1936.  Miss  Brock,  a  field  worker  for  the  State  Convention, 
worked  9  weeks  in  the  Association.  She  gave  study  courses  and  helped 
get  new  Unions  started. 

As  mentioned  earlier,  statistical  reports  were  being  included  in  the 
minutes.  This  was  quite  a  feature,  because  those  tables  went  back  as 
far  as  1844.  They  included  financial  records,  membership,  baptisms, 
etc.  They  became  a  regular  part  of  the  printed  minutes  until  the 
1980's.  Today  the  full  table  is  only  printed  every  five  years. 

For  the  first  time  (1937)  there  was  a  record  of  associational  Sunday 
School  officers  attending  a  two-day  conference  at  Shelby,  North 
Carolina.  Vacation  Bible  Schools  were  mentioned.  There  were  180  held 
in  the  state,  but  none  recorded  for  the  Atlantic  Association. 

A  resolution  was  passed  in  1938  to  appoint  a  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose of  continuing  with  the  Associational  Bulletin  (newsletter),  and 
that  a  sum  of  $75  be  raised  to  pay  for  printing  1,000  copies  over  the 
next  12  months. 

The  Biblical  Recorder  report  noted  that  the  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion assumed  ownership  of  the  Biblical  Recorder  on  January  1,  1939. 

The  afternoon  session  of  1939  was  moved  from  the  Morehead  City 
Baptist  Church  to  the  auditorium  of  the  Methodist  Church  because 
of  a  funeral  held  at  the  church  that  afternoon. 

Mimeographed  reports  were  given  out  at  the  meeting  of  1939.  It 
was  a  digest  of  church  letters  and  was  another  "first." 

The  need  for  an  associational  missionary  surfaced  again.  God  was 
gently  laying  the  ground  work  for  the  leader  to  come  in  1953— only 
14  years  away.  A  missionary  committee  was  to  be  appointed  and  per- 
fect plans  for  the  work. 

The  Atlantic  Association  was  10  years  old.  Reports  indicated 
decline  in  all  areas  of  work,  but  oral  reports  gave  indication  to  the 
receptiveness  of  the  people  to  the  spiritual  challenges  before  them. 
Sunday  School  and  BYPU  proved  to  be  the  channel  through  which 
young  people  were  being  reached  and  prepared  for  Christian  Service. 

What  the  records  did  not  show  was  that  war  clouds  were  gather- 
ing and  Eastern  North  Carolina,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  country, 
was  about  to  face  yet  another  crisis  in  their  struggle  for  survival  and 
christian  service. 

The  Price  of  Peace  1940-1949 

Japan  attached  the  United  States  forces  at  Pearl  Harbor  on  Decem- 
ber 7, 1941  at  7:55  a.m.  (Hawaii  Time).  Two  hours  later,  the  U.S.  Pacific 
Fleet  was  lost.  A  total  of  3,681  American  servicemen  were  either  killed 
or  wounded.  The  next  day  Congress  declared  war  on  Japan,  and  three 
days  later  declared  war  on  Italy  and  Germany. 
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Urgent  needs  for  war  materials  caused  shortages  in  consumer 
goods.  Rationing  came  into  existence  and  with  rationing  a  whole  new 
way  of  life  for  folks  in  the  United  States.  Coffee,  meats,  butter,  sugar, 
fats  and  oil,  canned  goods,  gas,  automobiles,  bicycles,  tires,  stoves 
and  shoes  were  all  rationed.  Rationing  ended  in  1947. 

More  than  2,000,000  servicemen  were  trained  in  North  Carolina. 
Eastern  North  Carolina  was  about  to  be  turned  upside  down,  and 
changes  were  about  to  take  place  that  would  affect  the  entire  popula- 
tion of  Eastern  North  Carolina. 

The  "camps",  as  the  bases  were  called  in  the  early  1940's,  were  com- 
ing to  Eastern  Carolina.  Fort  Bragg  had  been  in  existence  since  1918. 

Camp  Lejune  was  established  in  1941  and  served  as  a"training 
camp"  for  Marine  Combat  Divisions.  Homes  and  churches  were 
uprooted  and  moved  so  they  would  not  be  in  the  defense  area. 

Prior  to  World  War  II,  Havelock  was  a  mere  crossroads  with  lum- 
ber camps  and  a  few  homes.  The  trains  came  through  twice  a  day.  In 
1940  the  population  was  100. 

Cherry  Point  was  born  on  August  6,  1941  when  bulldozers  lowered 
their  blades  and  scraped  out  an  air  station  in  desolate  forest  and 
swampland.  Six  months  later  it  was  in  operation.  First  it  was  known 
as  Cunningham  Field,  but  was  officially  commissioned  as  Cherry  Point 
on  May  20,  1942.  Today,  in  1987,  over  4,000  civilians  are  employed. 
Lifestyles  in  this  area  would  never  be  the  same. 

Back  to  the  association!  In  1940  the  associational  meeting  was  held 
at  Pollocks ville.  It  was  a  two- day  meeting  and  there  were  240  in  at- 
tendance. Familiar  names  appeared  in  the  minutes.  Some  of  them  were 
L.B.  Pate,  J.B.  Lovelace,  Clayton  Fulcher,  G.M.  Paul,  Mrs.  Nina 
Dixon,  N.F.  Mohn,  Mrs.  CM.  DuVal,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Hines  and  Mrs. 
Lucille  Pate.  Eleven  pastors  were  present. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Missions  listed  456  Foreign  Missionaries  but 
those  in  British  and  other  European  countries  had  to  limit  their  mis- 
sionary activity  because  of  war. 

When  the  association  met  in  Swansboro  in  1942,  women  gave  most 
of  the  reports.  The  meeting  lasted  only  one  day.  The  effects  of  the  war 
on  the  local  people  were  evident  and  throughout  the  meeting,  and  the 
messengers  were  called  upon  for  deep  prayer  and  meditation.  Many 
meetings  had  to  be  canceled  because  of  transportation  problems. 

The  majority  of  the  people  in  the  area  were  learning  to  cope  with 
the  "troops  in  their  back  door."  New  Bern  and  Morehead  City  were 
where  the  boys  from  camp  went  when  off  duty.  Parents  were  con- 
cerned about  their  daughters  and  those  young  men  they  "knew  noth- 
ing about." 

New  jobs  were  created  at  the  camps  and  this  led  to  many  families 
coming  into  the  area. 

There  was  another  adjustment  that  war  brought— death.  Wives  lost 
husbands,  children  lost  fathers,  parents  lost  sons  and  communities 
lost  fine,  outstanding  young  men. 

There  were  air  raids  and  blackouts.  Lots  of  adjustments  and  chan- 
ges were  demanded  of  the  people  in  Eastern  North  Carolina;  their  tran- 
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quil  lifestyle  would  never  quite  be  the  same. 

Temperance  and  Moral  Committees  stressed  how  children  and 
young  people  were  "on  their  on"  with  too  much  free  time.  Parents  were 
working  day  and  night  and  many  children  were  left  to  look  after  them- 
selves. 

Over  919,000  New  Testaments  were  distributed  to  servicemen.  New 
Testaments  in  special  waterproof  containers  were  prepared  for  ships 
and  lifeboats.  Scriptures  were  published  in  14  languages  with  a  spe- 
cial edition  for  Japanese  that  were  in  this  country.  New  Bern  and  sur- 
rounding areas  found  prisoners-of-war  (Japanese)  in  special  camps  set 
up  in  the  area.  Foreign  Missionaries  were  completely  shut  out  of  China. 

The  President  died,  the  atom  bomb  was  dropped,  and  the  war  in 
the  Pacific  ended  August  14,  1945. 

What  was  the  price  of  peace?  No  person  can  measure  the  cost  of 
human  suffering  and  loss  of  life.  Death  figures  reached  over  22,000,000 
and  over  six  million  Jews  were  slaughtered  by  the  Germans. 

Morehead  City  hosted  the  annual  meeting  of  1945.  A  tremendous 
burden  had  been  lifted  from  the  people,  and  the  messengers  were  full 
of  joy,  praise  and  thanksgiving.  Lunch  that  day  was  a  Barbecue  held 
at  the  American  Legion  Hut  in  Morehead  City. 

The  year  1949  found  the  Association  twenty  years  old.  The  meet- 
ing was  held  at  Trenton  and  guess  who  was  received  into  the  Associa- 
tion—"The  Havelock  Church." 

There  was  much  concern  for  Training  Union  and  the  fact  that  adults 
would  not  give  their  time  and  talents  to  serve  in  leadership  positions. 

1949  closed  with  the  following  records: 

Baptisms  172 

Revivals  30 

Resident  Members  4,343 

Sunday  School  Members  4,474 

Vacation  Bible  School  30 

Training  Union  Enrollment  555 

Mission  Gifts  $30,020.47 

Total  Receipts  $216,785.02 

VBS  Enrollment  1,111 

Maysville  was  the  only  church  that  reported  having  a  library. 

Growth  and  Expansion  1950-1959 

The  Atlantic  Baptist  Association  entered  the  fifties  with  32  chur- 
ches and  a  resident  membership  of  4,150. 

Lifestyles  changed  again  as  the  end  of  the  war  brought  prosperity. 
New  products  were  on  the  markets,  such  as  plastic  products,  frozen 
foods,  television  and  automatic  home  appliances.  Just  as  folks  got  ac- 
customed to  this  new  lifestyle— war  broke  out  again.  The  Korean  War 
lasted  from  June  1950  until  July  1953.  The  war  brought  jet  aircraft 
and  over  6,000  Americans  were  tortured  and  starved  to  death. 
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The  Beaufort  Church  celebrated  its  Centennial  in  1951  and  the  as- 
sociational  meeting  was  held  there.  Leslie  Davis  gave  the  history  of 
the  Beaufort  Church.  Enthusiasm  prevailed.  Over  300  were  in  atten- 
dance. Most  of  the  representatives  from  the  state  agencies  were 
present. 

Southeastern  Seminary  was  established  at  Wake  Forest  in  1951 
and  the  missionary  message  for  the  meeting  was  delivered  by  Dr.  J.B. 
Hipps  of  Southeastern  Seminary.  The  seminary  had  80  students  en- 
rolled. The  Cooperative  Program  report  stated  that  the  money  was 
divided  50-50.  Out  of  every  dollar  given,  fifty  cents  stayed  in  North 
Carolina  and  fifty  cents  went  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

The  year  of  1952  brought  the  "end  of  an  era."  The  Honorable  Les- 
lie M.  Davis  served  as  Moderator  of  the  Atlantic  Association  longer 
than  anyone  before  or  after  him.  He  served  from  1909-  1927;  1932- 
43;  1945-51.  He  was  elected  to  serve  again  in  1952  but  died  the  day 
after  he  was  elected.  All  those  years  came  to  a  total  of  40  years.  That 
was  truly  the  end  of  an  era.  Not  only  was  Leslie  Davis  the  Associa- 
tional  Moderator  for  40  years,  he  was  a  noted  church  historian,  and 
his  library  of  historical  data  was  enormous.  He  had  rare  copies  of  as- 
sociational  minutes  and  other  histories.  The  minutes  of  1952  were  dedi- 
cated in  memory  of  Leslie  M.  Davis. 

The  year  1952  marked  the  10th  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  Cher- 
ry Point  Base.  It  also  marked  the  beginning  of  another  Baptist  Church 
in  Havelock.  The  Cherry  Point  Baptist  Church  was  received  into  the 
fellowship  of  the  Association. 

The  first  associational  Vacation  Bible  School  Clinic  was  held  with 
18  churches  in  attendance.  Churches  were  encouraged  to  have  a  two 
week  school.  January  Bible  Study  was  promoted. 

The  Davis  Church  had  two  missions:  one  at  Newport  and  one  at 
Harkers  Island.  Rev.  Marvin  Haire  was  pastor  at  the  Davis  Church. 

"No,  your  eyes  are  not  deceiving  you.  That  is  the  same  Rev.  Haire 
that  serves  the  Davis  Church  in  1988." 

Another  seed  was  planted  as  Rev.  Grady  Burgess  pointed  out  the 
need  for  an  associational  missionary.  Rev.  Burgess  was  serving  as  as- 
sociational missionary  for  Roanoke  Association. 

History  was  made  in  the  Atlantic  Association  in  1953.  Rev.  Guthrie 
Colvard  of  the  Clear  Creek  Baptist  Church  accepted  the  call  to  serve 
as  Associational  Missionary.  He  began  his  duties  on  March  1,  1953. 

It  had  been  72  years  since  Elder  C.S.  Cashwell  came  into  this  area 
as  an  "area  missionary."  God  planted  different  kinds  of  seeds  during 
that  72  year  period,  and  now  the  association  was  ready  to  harvest  the 
fruit. 

The  Promotion  Executive  Committee  did  their  work  well.  They  had 
to  work  out  many  details  such  as  a  bigger  associational  budget,  salary, 
housing,  etc.  All  systems  were  go,  and  the  association  was  moving 
forward. 

Training  Union  experienced  one  of  the  best  years  ever.  Four  as- 
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sociational  wide  Training  Union  Rallies  were  held  with  over  1500  in 
attendance.  At  the  end  of  the  year  an  Associational-wide  Training 
Union  Revival  was  held;  15  churches  were  represented  with  an  average 
attendance  of  922.  There  were  733  awards  given  and  34  new  units  or- 
ganized. Twenty-four  churches  now  had  a  Training  Union,  with  1,810 
members,  an  increase  of  417  in  enrollment.  The  glowing  report  of  1953 
was  as  follows: 

Churches  36 

Missions  2 

Baptisms  502 

Revivals  42 

Resident  Membership  5,714 

Sunday  School  Members  6,563 

Harker's  Island  and  Parkview  were  the  two  missions.  Pastor's 
salaries  ranged  from  $300.00  to  $7,200.00. 

The  year  1953  was  one  of  the  most  successful  years  ever  for  all  or- 
ganizations in  the  association.  Securing  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Guthrie 
Colvard  as  Associational  Missionary  was  one  of  the  most  progressive 
decisions  the  Atlantic  Association  had  ever  made. 

A  budget  was  presented  to  the  Association  in  1954,  another  "first." 
There  was  a  printed  Calendar  of  Activities  and  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee had  an  oral  and  a  printed  report. 

National  Avenue  Baptist  Church  was  accepted  into  the  association. 

Sunday  School  reached  an  all-time  high  in  1955  with  8,522  mem- 
bers. Two  more  missions  were  organized— making  a  total  of  five- 
Bethel,  Midville,  Parkview,  Temple  and  Harker's  Island.  The  1955 
session  was  held  with  Bayboro  and  Havelock,  First.  Bayboro  was  60 
years  old  and  Havelock  First  a  mere  6  years  old. 

"M"  Night  and  Training  Union  Tournaments  were  first  mentioned 
in  1956. 

Rev.  Colvard  closed  his  ministry  in  1957  to  accept  a  call  to  the  Gas- 
ton Association  as  Director  of  Promotion.  He  served  five  very  produc- 
tive years  in  the  Atlantic  Association.  No  printed  minutes  can  tell  of 
the  countless  hours  spent  planning,  counseling,  studying  or  speaking. 
It  cannot  reveal  the  hours  spent  in  prayer  about  work  to  be  done  or 
lost  individuals.  He  had  no  associational  secretary,  yet  made  time  to 
do  what  needed  to  be  done.  The  following  comparative  chart  will  show 
strides  in  associational  work  from  1952-1956: 
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Description 

1952 

1956 

Churches 

34 

41 

Membership 

6,808 

9,011 

Sunday  Schools 

36 

42 

Membership(SS) 

6,358 

8,696 

Training  Unions 

17 

32 

Membership 

1,393 

2,585 

WMU 

27 

35 

Membership 

1,727 

2,300 

Brotherhood 

9 

26 

Membership 

320 

887 

Total  Receipts 

$265,382.00 

$546,708.00 

In  1955,  U.E.  Swann  was  elected  as  Historian— He  promptly  wrote 
all  churches  and  asked  for  a  printed  history  of  the  churches  so  a  book- 
let could  be  compiled.  Only  a  few  churches  responded.  Thirty-three 
years  later  (1988)  this  project  was  finally  completed. 

The  Association  voted  to  proceed  with  securing  another  mission- 
ary. 

The  largest  project  ever  was  undertaken  in  1957  by  the  Associa- 
tion—A Baptist  Hospital  right  in  the  middle  of  the  Association,  lo- 
cated at  New  Bern.  The  hospital  (Kafer  Hospital)  was  about  to  close 
and  Baptists  of  this  area  voted  to  take  over  its  operation. 

The  New  Bern-Havelock  Mission  was  started  in  1958.  It  was  lo- 
cated about  five  miles  east  of  New  Bern.  The  mission  became  Bat- 
tleground Park  Baptist  Church.  The  name  was  later  changed  to  Neuse 
River  Baptist  Church. 

The  associational  newsletter,  "Surfs  and  Sounds"  was  published 
monthly. 

Rev.  John  Privott,  pastor  of  Atlantic  Baptist  Church,  was  called 
as  associational  missionary.  His  duties  began  February  1,  1958.  The 
Association  took  over  responsibility  for  Baptist  Hospital  January  1, 
1958. 

A  printed  map  of  the  association  was  included  in  the  minutes  of 
1958.  There  had  not  been  one  since  1919. 

As  1959  closed  out  the  era  of  the  50's,  one  would  think  the  reports 
would  be  glowing  but  they  were  not. 

Because  of  financial  difficulties,  the  association  could  no  longer 
operate  the  hospital,  and  voted  to  close  it. 

Because  of  the  strains  of  the  hospital,  a  unified  spirit  did  not  prevail. 
Rev.  Privott  was  quite  concerned.  Distance  made  it  difficult  to  have 
committee  meetings  with  positive  results.  The  year  seemed  to  be  a 
turning  point  for  a  slump  in  the  work  of  the  Association  which  had 
soared  to  such  great  heights  the  past  couple  years.  One  outstanding 
need  in  the  association  was  an  enlarged  vision  of  missions.  John 
Privott  said,  "Our  church  budgets  need  a  great  transformation  from 
'self  to  'others'." 

Had  the  unified  efforts  of  the  war  years  worn  off?  Had  the 
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prosperity  made  the  good  Baptists  of  Eastern  North  Carolina  indif- 
ferent? Or,  were  they  experiencing  what  we  call  today  "burn  out?" 

History  has  proven  that  affluence  brings  with  it  a  relaxed  attitude. 
Man  begins  to  rely  on  himself  and  not  God,  the  Creator. 

In  retrospect,  we  know  that  1959  closed  out  an  evangelistic  appeal 
and  response  that  perhaps  Baptists  have  not  experienced  since.  Like 
pouring  water  on  a  fire,  the  zealous  desire  to  go  forward  had  been  put 
out.  The  fifties  were  gone.  What  would  lie  ahead? 

Years  of  Struggle  1960-1969 

1960  was  one  of  the  most  difficult  years  ever  for  the  Atlantic  As- 
sociation. Twelve  churches  requested  letters  of  dismissal  so  they  could 
join  a  new  association  being  formed  in  Onslow  County.  The  twelve 
churches  were: 

Bear  Creek  Maysville  Memorial 

Bethlehem  Midville 

Bethel's  Chapel  Piney  Grove,  Onslow 

Enon  Chapel  Richlands 

Grant's  Creek  Tar  Landing 

Kellum  Calvary 

Letters  of  dismission  were  granted  and  the  association  was  left  with 
32  churches. 

Losing  12  churches  was  a  hard  blow.  On  top  of  that,  Rev.  John 
Privott  resigned  as  Associational  Missionary.  Most  of  his  time  had 
been  spent  working  with  the  Baptist  Hospital.  One  will  never  know 
the  many  hours  he  spent  getting  things  done  pertaining  to  the  hospi- 
tal. One  thing  that  hampered  John  Privott  in  the  work  of  the  associa- 
tion was  the  fast  turn  over  of  pastors  and  the  distance  involved  in 
traveling  to  meetings  by  the  pastors  and  laymen. 

The  association  again  found  itself  looking  for  new  leadership. 

Battleground  Park  Church  was  admitted  to  the  association  in  1962. 
Baptisms  were  369.  That  was  133  less  than  the  ten  years  before. 

Rev.  Henry  A.  Privette  accepted  the  call  as  Associational  Mission- 
ary, and  began  his  work  on  April  15,  1963.  He  came  from  Southside 
Baptist  Church,  Concord,  North  Carolina,  where  he  had  served  as  pas- 
tor for  15  years.  Little  did  he  realize  the  staggering  task  that  was 
before  him.  Nor  did  he  realize  that  his  work  here  would  continue  for 
over  twenty  years.  Under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  he  came, 
and  continued  his  labors  until  his  retirement  in  December  1985. 

Another  church  was  dismissed  to  join  New  River  Association  and 
that  left  33  churches  in  the  Association. 


122 


Churches-Atlantic  Association  1963 

Atlantic  National  Avenue 

Aurora  Tabernacle 

Battleground  Park  Temple 

Bayboro  Newport 

Bayview  Oriental 

Beaufort  Peletier 

Cove  City  Piney  Grove 

Davis  Pollocks  ville 

Dover  Sealevel 

Fort  Barnwell  Smyrna 

Havelock  First  South  Creek 

Cherry  Point  Spring  Garden 

Marshallberg  Swansboro 

Morehead-First  Trenton 

Morehead-Parkview  Vandemere 

New  Bern  First  Woodville 

Missions  Harkers  Island 

Trent  Court  (Mission  of  New  Bern  First) 

Pastors  28 

Members  8,887 

Baptisms  300 

The  first  year  on  the  field,  Rev.  Privette  spent  most  of  his  time  get- 
ting acquainted  with  churches  and  the  people. 

The  real  task  was  to  redefine  what  was  associational  missions.  It 
was  not  an  extra  organization.  Cooperation  with  one  another  was  the 
key  to  the  work  to  be  done. 

After  having  to  move  a  couple  times,  Rev.  Privette  moved  to 
Havelock.  The  associational  office,  after  moving  a  couple  times,  was 
located  in  the  old  municipal  building  on  highway  70.  The  relocation 
proved  to  be  a  sound  decision,  since  people  were  able  to  find  it  more 
easily. 

By  the  time  Rev.  Privette  began  to  get  comfortable  with  his  work 
and  really  began  to  "get  into  the  work,"  crisis  hit  the  country  again. 

The  Civil  Rights  issue  was  tearing  the  country  apart,  war  lurked 
at  every  turn,  and  the  President  was  assassinated.  To  add  to  the  many 
conflicts  facing  America,  the  Vietnam  War  was  escalating  rapidly  and 
thousands  of  young  Americans  were  killed  or  seriously  wounded.  With 
two  military  installation  in  the  midst  of  the  Association,  it  definitely 
affected  the  work.  About  the  best  term  to  describe  the  Association 
was  that  her  vital  signs  were  stable.  All  through  the  life  of  the  Atlan- 
tic Association,  war  had  played  an  important  role  in  the  lives  of  the 
people,  which  had  affected  the  work  of  the  Association. 

The  next  two  years  the  people  witnessed  two  more  assassinations 
and  a  new  dimension  in  lifestyles  would  be  demonstrations-some  were 
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peaceful  and  some  were  violent. 

The  minutes  of  1966  revealed  that  churches  were  responding  to  the 
challenge  and  mission  ministries  were  becoming  a  reality.  Progress 
was  evident  in  all  phases  of  associational  work. 

Texas  Gulf  came  to  Aurora.  For  a  while  it  seemed  there  would  be  a 
population  explosion.  All  kinds  of  preparations  were  made  for  hous- 
ing, but  the  vision  never  became  a  reality.  Texas  Gulf  stayed,  but  the 
mass  of  people  never  came.  Many  moved  to  surrounding  towns  and 
commuted  to  work.  The  Biblical  Recorder  did  a  full  feature  on  the 
"Aurora  Story." 

One  area  of  ministry  that  was  vitally  important  was  the  "Japanese 
Ministry."  With  the  Vietnam  War  still  going  on,  many  Marines 
returned  home  with  brides.  They  were  from  Japan,  the  Philippines  & 
other  countries.  Once  these  young  girls  arrived  here,  they  were  lost. 
They  could  not  speak  the  English  language;  they  did  not  know  how 
to  drive  a  car,  buy  groceries  or  write  a  check.  They  had  no  friends, 
and  their  children  were  outcasts.  Some  of  the  girls  married  white  men 
and  some  married  black  men.  The  children  were  many  times  rejected 
by  both  races. 

Dr.  Wistar  Hamilton  and  Mrs.  Betty  Hunley  of  the  Cherry  Point 
Baptist  Church  had  started  a  ministry  of  Bible  study  with  these  young 
girls  a  couple  years  earlier.  From  those  meager  beginnings,  the  work 
blossomed  into  a  full-time  ministry  of  Bible  Study,  literacy  classes 
and  personal  witnessing. 

Eleven  churches  called  pastors  in  1966. 

pP^  That  was  real  progress,  and  enhanced  the 

^i  work  in  the  association  tremendously.  A 

%   School  of  Missions  (now  called  World  Mis- 

1        -*    ^fl  sions   Conference)   was   held   in   1966,   but 

B£j§{^  /  aih    details  of  the  school  were  not  recorded.  That 

Hrr  . 

^^^  &m  /    greatly  enlarged.  Missions  were  made  more 

real  and  it  gave  the  people  an  opportunity  to  "rub  shoulders"  with  a 
real,  live  missionary. 

Mission  outreach  continued  to  be  the  top  priority  of  1967.  Rev.  Jack 
Weaver,  pastor  at  Morehead  First,  began  a  ministry  to  the  Coast 
Guard  at  Fort  Macon,  with  worship  services  and  literature  distribu- 
tion. The  ministry  at  Fort  Macon  was  done  in  cooperation  with  Rev. 
J.  Ned  Beatty,  Director  of  Military  Ministries,  which  was  under  the 
direction  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
Chaplains'  Commission  of  the  Home  Mission  Board.  Areas  included 
in  the  ministry  were  Havelock-Cherry  Point,  Jacksonville-Camp 
Lejune,  and  Fayetteville-Fort  Bragg. 

Rev.  Privette  contacted  the  Industrial  Education  Commission,  and 
a  teacher  was  secured  to  teach  Japanese  and  other  foreign  nationals 
in  the  Cherry  Point  area;  classes  taught  were  English,  citizenship  and 
driver's  education. 

Miss  Mildred  Blankenship,  Home  Mission  Board,  conducted  a 
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Literacy  Workshop  at  the  Cherry  Point  Church  in  May  1987.  First 
Baptist,  Havelock  also  began  a  ministry  to  the  Japanese  in  1967. 

The  Peletier  Church  suffered  a  tragic  experience  in  1967.  The  pas- 
tor and  one- fourth  the  congregation  withdrew  to  form  an  independent 
church  in  the  neighborhood.  The  Peletier  Church  recovered  with  a 
good  spiritual  atmosphere  prevailing. 

Significant  events  in  1968  among  the  churches  were: 

1.  Havelock  First  received  into  their  fellowship  "a  14  year  old  Negro 
boy." 

2.  Davis  Church  celebrated  its  centennial. 

3.  Neil  Breland,  pastor  at  Spring  Garden,  resigned  to  heed  the  call 
to  Foreign  Missions.  He  and  his  wife  were  commissioned  as  Mis- 
sionaries to  Thailand  July  13-19,  1967  at  Ridgecrest. 

4.  Newport  Baptist  Church  observed  its  15th  anniversary. 

David  and  Pat  Hall  served  as  summer  workers  in  the  Association 
and  conducted  17  Mission  Bible  Schools. 

Churches  were  asked  to  participate  in  the  Crusade  of  America 
Revival. 

The  era  of  the  sixties  came  to  a  close.  Henry  Privette  had  served 
six  years  as  Missionary  here.  The  desire  to  carry  the  Gospel  prevailed. 
The  people  pulled  together  and  an  outreach  ministry  was  begun  that 
would  reach  thousands  of  people.  The  past  few  years  had  been  a  time 
of  learning  and  mission  expansion.  The  war  raged  on,  missions  had 
come  "alive"  and  the  Association  still  had  their  leader.  All  of  this  came 
about  because  the  people  desired  to  follow  the  commandments  of 
Jesus. 

Statistics  will  show  that  some  losses  were  suffered,  but  the  out- 
reach and  its  impact  far  surpassed  simple  numbers.  The  following 
chart  gives  the  statistics  at  the  close  of  1969: 

Churches  31 

Membership  9,931 

Baptisms  183 

Sunday  School  Enrollment  6,834 

Church  Training  Enrollment  1,545 

Missions  2 

Music  Ministry  Enrollment  835 

RA  Enrollment  179 

Baptist  Men  Enrollment  228 

WMS  Enrollment  889 

WMS  Children  &  Youth  666 

Total  Receipts  $713,  252.00 

Total  Receipts  $81,156.00 

Associational  Missions  $13,880.00 

Total  Gifts  for  Missions  $126,146.00 
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Changes  and  Choices  1970-1979 

Many  changes  in  organizational  structure  took  place  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  the  seventies.  People  had  to  be  re- 
educated; so,  throughout  the  state  "Shaping  the  Seventies"  clinics 
were  held.  Periodicals  changed  names  and  organizations  took  on  new 
names.  Baptists  had  to  regroup  their  thoughts  and  it  was  not  easy. 

Life  styles  were  geared  to  fewer  working  hours  and  more  leisure 
time.  "The  Church"  had  to  adjust  to  the  radical  changes  in  life  styles 
of  its  members.  The  sixties  were  described  as  the  generation  of  the 
sexual  revolution.  Morals  were  relaxed  to  the  point  of  some  people 
really  not  having  any  morals.  Sex  was  free  and  easy,  and  young  people 
were  creating  a  new  life  style  of  living  together  but  not  marrying. 
Drugs  were  more  prevalent  that  ever  before.  Marijuana  was  a  drug 
America  did  not  quite  know  what  to  do  with. 

Because  of  the  raging  war  in  Vietnam  and  the  civil  rights  move- 
ments, riots  exploded  across  the  country.  Demonstrations  became  a 
daily  occurrence. 

The  churches  and  the  association  had  to  do  some  hard  planning  to 
cope  with  the  spiritual  climate  of  this  fast  moving  generation.  Not 
only  were  the  spiritual  conditions  deteriorating  but  cults  were  grow- 
ing at  a  pace  more  rapid  than  the  average  Christian  could  cope  with. 

Change  did  not  come  instantly  to  the  churches  or  the  association. 
Being  "good  Baptists,"  all  of  these  changes  had  to  be  studied.  Gradual- 
ly the  new  convention  program  ideas  were  accepted,  and  change  began 
to  take  place.  Some  rebelled  because  they  had  never  done  things  this 
way  and  saw  no  reason  to  change.  Strange  as  it  might  seem,  the  chan- 
ges did  not  affect  the  mission  outreach  of  the  churches  or  the  associa- 
tion. 

The  Migrant  Ministry  flourished,  and  over  500  migrants  received 
spiritual  help.  Fifteen  camps  were  ministered  to  by  individual  chur- 
ches, with  80  professions  of  faith  and  several  rededications. 

Miss  Millie  Kale  came  as  a  summer  worker.  She  conducted  Mission 
Bible  Schools  and  assisted  in  the  Migrant  Ministry. 

Names  such  as  Fred  Mauney,  George  Griffin,  Marvin  Hays,  Wade 
Bunce  and  Herman  Orr  appeared  in  positions  of  leadership  in  the  as- 
sociation. Laymen  in  leadership  roles  were  Raymond  Earp,  D.V.  Win- 
gate,  Alonza  Salter,  W.J.  Clark,  Warren  Beck  and  Leland  Garner. 
Many  of  these  were  on  the  Executive  committee  and  others  were  of- 
ficers and  on  committees.  Needless  to  say,  they  were  not  all  the  leaders 
of  the  association,  but  for  this  time  period  of  the  70' s,  it  gives  you  a 
glimpse  of  who  some  of  the  leaders  were. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Privette  made  a  trip  to  the  Holy  Land  in  1972.  Upon 
their  return,  slides  of  the  trip  were  put  in  order  and  shown  to  the  chur- 
ches. 

Gloria  Kimball  came  the  summer  of  1972  and  worked  with  Mission 
Bible  Schools.  Some  of  the  schools  were  in  Nursing  Homes  and  some 
were  with  black  children.  This  helped  many  VBS  workers  see  the 
children  as  individuals  and  not  the  color  of  their  skin.  Racial  tensions 
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were  still  strong  at  that  time.  School  in  the  area  had  only  been  in- 
tegrated one  or  two  years. 

The  Honorable  Herbert  Phillips,  III  was  elected  Moderator.  He  was 
the  first  layman  to  serve  as  Moderator  since  1952.  There  were  11,116 
Baptists  in  the  Association,  271  baptisms,  and  419  children  reached 
in  Mission  Bible  Schools.  Fort  Barnwell  experienced  a  "first;"  Robert 
E.  Jolly,  Jr.  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel. 

Dr.  Donald  Hadley  became  pastor  of  Havelock  First  in  1973.  The 
associational  annual  meeting  was  held  with  Davis  Church  and  Nation- 
al Avenue.  Morehead  City  observed  its  100th  anniversary,  National 
Avenue  its  20th  anniversary  and  Parkview  in  Morehead  its  first 
homecoming.  Parkview  Church  was  17  years  old. 

Temple  Church,  New  Bern  began  a  bus  ministry,  and  started  a 
children's  church.  Hickory  Point  Mission  near  Aurora  changed  its 
name  to  Aurora  Beach  Mission. 

Special  training  opportunities  were  provided  and  the  people 
responded.  A  two-day  Deacon's  School  was  held  with  attendance  of 
185  and  135,  respectively.  "M"  Night  was  attended  by  450,  and  200 
young  people  attended  youth  night. 

"M"  Night  was  different  in  that  a 
^ EKiiimai ■■    Church  Training  Queen  was  selected. 

Churches  selected  their  "M"  Night 
Representative  and  she  was  selected 
Queen  according  to  high  attendance  of 
"M"  Night.  Miss  Lynn  Dyson  of  Nation- 
al Avenue  Church,  New  Bern,  was 
selected  as  "M"  Night  Queen.  Miss  Anita 
Huffman  of  Tabernacle,  New  Bern,  was 
runner-up. 

1973  might  also  be  described  as  the 
year  of  lines-" gas  lines."  Most  people  had  to  get  up  before  dawn  and 
get  in  line  to  buy  gas. 

The  Vietnam  War  ended  in  1973. 

Leadership  training  was  the  key  emphasis  in  1974.  Leaders  realized 
that  trained  leaders  in  churches  were  the  key  to  successful  teaching 

and  reaching  out.  Sunday  School  Clinics 
were  held  and  attendance  was  high. 

A  World  Mission  Conference  was  held 
with  20  missionaries  participating. 
Average  daily  attendance  was  1,387. 

Rev.  Harry  Crump  was  recognized  for 
having  served  as  Associational  Clerk  fif- 
teen years.  A  resolution  was  read  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  in  his  honor,  and  the 
1974  associational  minutes  were  dedi- 
cated to  him. 

Mrs.  Fletcher  (Mary  Jane)  Wright  was 
elected  by  the  Executive  Committee  in 
June  1974  to  serve  as  associational  clerk. 
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That  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  association  that  a  woman 
had  served  in  that  position.  A  woman  has  filled  that  position  since 
that  time  except  for  a  brief  interim  period  in  1986. 

Plans  were  made  to  check  into  the  possibility  of  either  building  an 
associational  center  or  purchasing  a  building  for  that  purpose. 

Down  through  the  years  life  styles  changed;  people's  schedules  were 
so  different  and  this  had  affected  associational  meetings.  No  longer 
inspirational,  these  meetings  were  no  more  than  a  business  meeting. 
Rev.  Privette  stressed  the  need  for  more  fellowship  among  the  chur- 
ches. 

Two  new  churches  were  taken  under  the  Watchcare  of  the  Associa- 
tion: Colony  Baptist  of  New  Bern  and  Calvary  Baptist,  Beaufort. 

Richard  Nixon  resigned  as  President  of  the  United  States,  an  event 
that  folks  would  not  forget  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  year  1976  found  America  celebrating  its  200th  anniversary. 
Southern  Baptists  prepared  special  materials  to  help  the  churches 
celebrate  their  rich  heritage  both  as  Americans  and  Christians.  Chur- 
ches showed  more  signs  of  evangelism  than  in  previous  years. 

An  RA  camp-out  was  held  at  Texas  Gulf  recreation  park,  with  117 
boys  and  38  leaders  participating.  Robert  Brinson,  associational  RA 
Director,  had  an  excellent  agenda  for  the  boys,  including  films,  Bible 
study,  recreation,  sealed  orders  and  prayer. 

Brotherhood  work  declined  with  only  nine  chapters  and  163  men 
enrolled.  For  some  reason,  the  missionary  vision  of  the  men  was  dim. 

The  executive  committee  was  concerned  over  the  need  for  a 
Serviceman's  Center.  They  met  with  officials  from  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  and  military  personnel.  After  lengthy  discussion  with 
both  groups  and  after  visiting  the  Center  in  the  New  River  Associa- 
tion, the  committee  felt  that  it  would  not  be  wise  at  this  point  to  pur- 
sue the  idea,  because  the  association  did  not  own  property.  The  need 
was  real  and  the  idea  was  not  being  abandoned;  just  postponed. 

The  Association  was  indeed  fortunate  to  have  another  World  Mis- 
sion Conference  in  1977.  First  hand  experience  made  missions  more 
real  to  the  people. 

Church  Training  suffered  greatly.  The  number  of  Unions  declined 
to  18. 

For  the  first  time,  Harker's  Island  conducted  their  own  VBS,  with 
69  enrolled. 

The  Cooperative  Program  observed  its  50th  anniversary  in  1975. 
The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  had  over  5,000  missionaries  at  home 
and  abroad,  serving  in  80  countries. 

When  the  Executive  Committee  met  in  January  1976,  they  en- 
dorsed a  proposal  by  the  missions  committee  to  allow  the  beginning 
of  Baptist  work  at  Cape  Carteret.  Newport  Baptist  Church  was  given 
responsibility  for  the  work.  In  September,  Cape  Carteret  was  given 
permission  to  erect  a  building  on  the  property  that  was  owned  by  the 
association  and  had  been  given  to  them  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
building  a  church. 

The  slate  of  workers  in  1976  included  Rev.  James  Hartley,  Rev. 
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Ben  Cox,  Rev.  Phil  Norwood,  Nancy  Holzworth,  Joyce  Stainback, 
Rev.  Elwin  Melton,  Dr.  Donald  Hadley,  Rev.  George  Johnson  and 
Mrs.  Alvirada  Lee. 

The  missions  committee  of  1977  was  led  by  the  capable  leadership 
of  Dr.  Donald  Hadley  and  they  spent  a  busy  year.  The  committee  ac- 
tively engaged  in  five  specific  areas  of  work: 

1.  The  Cape  Carteret  Mission  was  chartered  as  an  autonomous  Bap- 
tist Church.  The  association  deeded  the  property  (4  1/2  acre  tract 
of  land)  to  the  Cape  Carteret  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.B. 
McLean  had  given  the  property  to  the  association  ten  years  ear- 
lier for  the  specific  purpose  of  building  a  Baptist  church. 

2.  Under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Missions  Committee,  the 
Property  and  Search  Committee  sought  a  location  for  a  new  as- 
sociational  office  and  base  for  the  associational  missions  program. 
A  suitable  lot  located  on  Miller  Blvd.  at  Church  Road,  Havelock, 
was  found  and  acquired  by  action  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
Members  of  the  Property  Search  Committee  were  Rev.  James 
Scales,  Chairman,  Rev.  Charles  Davis  and  Dr.  Donald  Hadley. 

3.  The  missions  committee  contacted  churches  seeking  a  sponsorship 
for  mission  work  at  Minnesott  Beach.  Interest  was  expressed  but 
no  churches  came  forward. 

4.  World  Missions  Conference  held  in  March  1977;  24  churches  par- 
ticipated with  enthusiastic  response.  Plans  were  underway  for 
another  conference  in  1979. 

5.  Resort  and  migrant  ministries  were  held  with  12  churches  par- 
ticipating. 

Another  term  new  to  the  association  in  the  seventies  was  Media 
Center.  In  the  past  it  was  known  as  Library  Services.  The  association 
started  a  Media  Center  in  1977.  Mrs.  Virginia  Burgess  was  the  first 
director.  The  primary  purpose  of  the  organization  was  to  help  chur- 
ches establish  their  own  Media  Center. 

Swansboro  Church  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal  to  join  the  New 
River  Association  and  Cape  Carteret  was  granted  full  membership  in 
the  Association. 

The  association  had  its  first  Semi-annual  meeting  in  the  spring  of 
1977,  meeting  at  the  Colony  Baptist  Church.  Rev.  James  Hartley  was 
host  pastor  and  Rev.  Kenneth  Bryan  was  Moderator.  Rev.  Coy 
Privette,  President  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  was  the  keynote 
speaker,  and  122  were  in  attendance. 

The  Association  continues  to  have  a  Semi-annual  meeting  each 
year,  but  the  name  was  changed  to  Mid-year  meeting.  The  meetings 
have  proven  to  be  very  helpful  and  inspirational.  Officers  are  elected 
at  the  Mid-year  meeting,  so  that  planning  can  be  done  before  the  new 
associational  year. 

Rev.  Privette  saw  his  leadership  role  take  many  responsibilities 
down  through  the  years.  In  April  1978  he  had  served  the  association 
for  fifteen  years.  That  year  his  role  was  that  of  guide  or  co-pilot.  Chur- 


129 


ches  were  reaching  out  to  individuals  in  their  own  setting.  The  As- 
sociation was  on  firm  ground,  sponsoring  multiple  outreach  ministries. 
All  the  years  of  planning  and  hard  work  were  realized  in  a  self-sus- 
taining program  of  mission  outreach. 

A  new  mission  work  was  started  in  the  Beaufort  area  under  the 
leadership  of  First  Baptist,  Beaufort.  The  mission  was  organized  in 
March  1978  as  Calvary  Baptist  Church. 

As  the  decade  of  the  seventies  came  to  a  close,  exciting  news  came. 
At  the  Mid-year  meeting  in  April  1979,  plans  for  the  new  Associa- 
tional  Center  were  presented  by  Rev.  Pat  Kelly,  Chairman.  Estimated 
cost  was  $125,000.00,  with  approximately  3,000  square  feet  of  floor 
space.  Occupancy  would  be  within  one  year. 

A  new  ministry,  "Mother's  Day  Out,"  was  started  by  the  associa- 
tion in  full  cooperation  with  Havelock  First  and  Cherry  Point  Baptist. 
The  program  was  one  day  a  week.  Volunteers  from  various  churches 
came  and  kept  preschool  children  for  two  or  three  hours  so  "Mom" 
could  get  out.  It  was  geared  mainly  for  military  wives  in  the  area. 
Child  abuse  among  the  military  was  high.  The  purpose  of  the  program 
was  to  give  mothers  relief  for  a  few  hours  and  help  relieve  tensions, 
even  if  for  just  a  couple  hours. 

Smyrna  Baptist  Church  observed  its  150th  anniversary  and 
published  their  history,  "Yesterday  Greets  Tomorrow."  Smyrna  is  the 
oldest  church  in  Carteret  County  and  the  second  oldest  in  the  Associa- 
tion. 

National  Avenue  observed  its  25th  anniversary. 

Trenton  Baptist  Church  conducted  an  Ordination  Service  for  their 
pastor,  Larry  Judy,  in  July  1979.  That  was  the  first  ordination  ever 
held  in  the  church. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  November  2,  1979  at  the  Colony  Baptist 
Church,  New  Bern,  Mrs.  Nina  Dixon,  Oriental,  was  given  special  recog- 
nition. Mrs.  Dixon  was  100  years  old  on  November  1,  1979,  and  she 
had  not  missed  attending  an  associational  meeting  in  68  years.  On  be- 
half of  the  Associational  WMU,  Mrs.  Dorthy  Loftin,  WMU  Director, 
presented  Mrs.  Dixon  with  a  potted  plant. 

Rev.  Elwin  Melton,  Moderator,  read  the  following  letter: 

"We  the  members  of  Hug  gins  Memorial  Baptist  Church,  send  you 
greetings  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  We  are 
requesting  membership  in  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Association.  We  were 
a  mission  for  twenty-seven  years,  being  under  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Davis,  North  Carolina,  and  on  July  29, 1979,  we  became  a  fully 
constituted,  independent  body.  As  you  know,  we  have  been  under  the 
watchcare  of  the  Association  for  many  years.  Your  earliest  response 
to  this  request  would  be  greatly  appreciated. " 

Signed 

Greg  Hamilton,  Pastor 

Beulah  Hamilton,  Church  Clerk 
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$80,075 

$163,435 

+ 

$752,510 

$1,722,997 

+ 

273 

246 

- 

2,912 

3,271 

+ 

1,337 

837 

- 

2,912 

3,271 

+ 

Rev.  Clyde  Baucom  made  a  motion  that  the  church  be  accepted  into 
the  membership  of  the  association.  After  proper  second,  the  motion 
was  unanimously  approved. 

One  interesting  note  in  regards  to  the  Atlantic  Association  and  the 
State  Convention:  In  the  decade  of  the  seventies,  only  21  new  chur- 
ches were  established  in  the  state  and  4  of  those  were  in  the  Atlantic. 
The  following  comparative  chart  shows  where  the  association  began 
and  how  it  stood  at  the  close  of  1979. 

Item  1970  1979 

Cooperative  Program  Gifts 

Total  Receipts 

Baptisms 

Sunday  School  Enrollment 

Church  Training  Enrollment 

VBS  Enrollment 

A  Step  of  Faith  1980-1988 

As  the  decade  of  the  eighties  was  ushered  in,  the  Atlantic  Associa- 
tion was  busy  building  an  Associational  Center.  The  center  was  a 
dream  come  true;  it  had  taken  twenty  years  for  that  dream  to  become 
a  reality.  Office  personnel  was  moved  to  the  Center  on  November  1, 
1980.  A  dedication  service  for  the  beautiful  center  was  held  Novem- 
ber 21,  1980. 

Even  though  the  opening  of  the  Associational  Center  was  an  im- 
portant event  in  1980,  other  equally  important  activities  took  place. 

Victory  Chapel  was  organized  into  a  church  August  3, 1980  and  be- 
came Victory  Chapel  Baptist  Church. 

New  Testament  Missionary  Baptist  Chapel  began  August  6,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Association.  Temple  Baptist  Church  observed  its 
25th  anniversary. 

Literacy  work  continued  in  Havelock  with  foreign  nationals,  and  in 
other  areas  literacy  work  was  started  for  local  adults  needing  to  learn 
how  to  read  and  write. 

Conferences  and  workshops  were  scheduled  to  enhance  the  work  of 
leaders  in  the  churches. 

Any  association,  in  order  to  survive,  relies  heavily  on  lay  leader- 
ship to  achieve  its  goals.  One  such  dedicated  leader  was  Mrs.  Lucille 
Pate  of  the  Spring  Garden  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Pate  passed  away  in 
1980.  Missions  were  very  dear  to  her  heart  and  she  was  an  enthusias- 
tic, dedicated  supporter  of  the  association  and  its  programs.  Because 
of  her  untiring  efforts,  several  WMU  groups  were  organized.  She  was 
a  faithful  leader  and  teacher;  but  most  of  all,  she  was  a  friend.  She 
loved  the  Lord  and  her  love  shown  through  in  all  that  she  did.  For 
over  forty  years  she  labored  in  her  community  and  the  association. 
She  is  sorely  missed,  but  missions  is  alive  in  many  churches  because 
of  her  commitment  to  the  Lord  and  her  desire  for  mission  outreach  to 
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be  a  reality. 

The  new  teaching  aids  came  into  existence  in  1981  that  proved  to 
be  very  valuable  for  church  leaders  and  new  church  members.  The 
new  materials  were  equipping  modules,  Survival  Kits  for  New  Chris- 
tians, and  Masterlife. 

At  the  Executive  Committee  meeting  September  28,  1981,  the 
Moderator,  Rev.  Bill  Voorhes,  appointed  a  Centennial  Committee  to 
make  plans  for  the  associational  Centennial  Celebration  for  1983- 
1984.  Those  appointed  to  serve  on  the  committee  were  Rev.  George 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Alvirada  Lee,  Rev.  Bruce  Hill,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Wright, 
Mrs.  Jean  Woolard,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Loftin  and  Rev.  Buford  Lewis. 

Due  to  illness  Mrs.  Lee  resigned.  Rev.  George  Johnson  died  short- 
ly after  being  appointed,  and  Rev.  Bruce  Hill  moved.  Rev.  Buford 
Lewis  was  appointed  chairman  and  Dr.  Donald  Hadley  and  Rev.  Blair 
Little  were  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancies. 

Rev.  Bill  Voorhes,  pastor  of  Temple  Baptist  Church,  New  Bern, 
designed  an  Associational  Flag.  The  associational  WMU  made  the 
flag.  The  flag  had  a  blue  background  representing  the  Atlantic  Ocean; 
an  "A"  symbolizing  the  Atlantic  Association  was  sand  color  to  repre- 
sent the  sands  of  the  beaches.  On  the  crossbar  of  the  "A,"  was  the 
word  "Atlantic,"  and  in  the  center  of  the  "A"  the  logo  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Temple  Baptist  Church  started  a  mission  south  of  New  Bern  in  the 
River  Bend  development.  First  worship  services  were  held  in  July 
1981.  Seventeen  families  from  the  Mother  Church  left  to  start  the  mis- 
sion. That  took  faith,  courage  and  determination  on  the  part  of  Temple 
Baptist  Church  and  their  pastor,  Rev.  Bill  Voorhes. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  in  1981,  a  motion  was 
made  and  passed  that  the  association  set  a  goal  of  having  the  debt 
on  the  Associational  Center  paid  off  by  the  Centennial  Celebration  in 
October  1984. 

Miss  Margaret  Dee  Bratcher  of  National  Avenue  Baptist  Church, 
New  Bern,  was  ordained  to  the  Gospel  Ministries  August  15,  1981. 
The  associational  ordination  council  met  with  Miss  Bratcher  and  en- 
couraged the  church  to  proceed  with  plans  for  her  ordination.  That 
was  the  first  time  a  woman  had  been  before  the  associational  ordina- 
tion council  and  it  was  the  first  time  a  women  from  the  Association 
was  ordained  to  the  Gospel  Ministries  in  the  Atlantic  Association. 

Fellowship  was  withdrawn  from  the  Vandemere  Church,  Pamlico 
County,  in  1982.  The  church  did  not  desire  to  be  associated  with 
Southern  Baptists  and  the  Atlantic  Association. 

Cherry  Point  Church  observed  its  30th  anniversary  and  became 
debt  free.  Fort  Barnwell  Church  restored  its  original  bell. 

Pollocksville  Baptist  Church  observed  its  100th  anniversary.  They 
published  a  history  of  the  church,  which  was  written  by  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Ray  Howell.  During  their  Centennial  Celebration  a  drama  was 
presented  of  the  church  history. 

Evangelism  was  the  major  emphasis  in  the  association  during  1982- 
1983.  Special  seminars  were  held  and  all  churches  were  encouraged  to 
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participate  in  the  evangelistic  endeavors. 

Broad  Creek  Church  was  accepted  into  the  association  and  fellow- 
ship with  New  Testament  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  dropped. 

Two  Missions  were  started.  Morehead  First  began  a  mission  called 
"Island  Mission"  at  Pine  Knoll  Shores  and  Havelock  First  and  Cher- 
ry Point  Church  began  a  mission  at  Carolina  Pines.  The  work  at 
Carolina  Pines  did  not  develop  as  originally  planned  and  was  dis- 
banded. 

Sunday  School  work  in  the  churches  was  greatly  enhanced  through 
a  two-day  Leadership  Conference.  Rev.  Dave  Wilder  of  the  Cherry 
Point  Church  led  the  Conference.  Classes  were  held  for  each  age  level 
and  general  offices.  The  "teaching  series"  books  were  used  and  100 
enrolled  and  attended  the  conference. 

National  Avenue  Church,  New  Bern,  began  a  unique  ministry  in 
conjunction  with  Craven  County  Hospital.  The  ministry,  Friendship 
House,  was  an  apartment  in  the  church  annex.  The  three  bedroom 
apartment  was  set  up  for  families  from  out-of-town  that  had  a  mem- 
ber of  their  family  in  the  hospital.  The  apartment  was  a  "home  away 
from  home"  for  families  that  find  themselves  in  a  crisis  away  from 
home. 

Dr.  Sam  Harvey  rapped  the  gavel  at  the  Marshallberg  Baptist 
Church  on  October  27,  1983,  thus  marked  the  beginning  of  the  Cen- 
tennial Celebration  for  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Association. 

It  was  the  desire  of  the  Centennial  Committee  that  Baptists  of  the 
Atlantic  Association  would,  through  the  Centennial  Celebration, 
renew  their  faith  and  look  forward  to  service  for  the  Master  in  the 
second  century. 

Centennial  Celebration 

The  100th  annual  session  at  the  Marshallberg  church  in  1983  was 
certainly  a  historic  occasion.  It  was  hard  for  the  Centennial  Commit- 
tee to  believe  that  all  the  planning  and  work  was  over. 

Dr.  Donald  Hadley  read  a  Centennial  Proclamation  written  by  Mary 
Jane  Wright,  Historian  for  the  Association. 

The  highlight  of  that  opening  session  was  the  slide  presentation  by 
Berford  Lewis.  With  slides,  he  presented  a  pictorial  history  of  the  as- 
sociation. 

The'day  session  on  October  28,  1983  was  held  at  the  River  Bend 
Baptist  Church. 

Rev.  Steve  Harris,  pastor  of  Parkview  Church,  Morehead  City, 
made  the  following  motion: 

"As  a  representative  of  the  Parkview  Baptist  Church,  I  made  a  mo- 
tion that  the  Ordination  Council  of  the  Atlantic  Association  be  in- 
structed by  the  messengers  of  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Association  to  not 
examine  or  recommend  a  sister  in  Christ  for  ordination  into  the  Gospel 
Ministry. " 
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The  motion  was  seconded  and  the  floor  opened  for  discussion.  After 
lengthy  discussion  both  pro  and  con,  the  vote  was  taken  and  the  mo- 
tion was  defeated. 

Buford  Lewis  gave  a  report  of  the  Centennial  Committee: 

1.  At  the  fall  session  in  1983,  there  would  be  a  parade  of  flags. 

2.  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Wright  had  written  a  history  of  the  association. 
It  was  being  prepared  by  the  printer  and  available  in  1984. 

3.  Former  Directors  of  Missions  would  speak  at  sessions  of  1984. 

4.  The  Centennial  Committee  had  adopted  a  logo  and  a  theme,  "A 
Century  of  Service." 

5.  Pictures  of  each  church  would  be  made,  framed  and  hung  at  the 
Associational  Center. 

The  Mid- Year  meeting  was  held  at  the  National  Avenue  Baptist 
Church  on  April  26,  1984.  Rev.  Guthrie  Colvard,  former  Director  of 
Missions  for  the  Atlantic  Association,  brought  the  main  Address. 
Buford  Lewis  presented  a  special  plaque  to  Rev.  Colvard  on  behalf  of 
the  Association.  The  plague  recognized  Rev.  Colvard' s  service  in  the 
association,  1953-1957. 

Mr.  George  Griffin,  Treasurer,  gave  the  financial  report.  The  high- 
light of  the  report  was  the  details  of  how  the  association  had  built  an 
associational  center  and  paid  off  its  debt  in  just  a  few  months  less 
than  4  years.  Total  cost  for  the  project  was  $152,897.18.  The  first 
mortgage  payment  was  made  in  April  1984.  All  accomplished  in  ap- 
proximately 40  months. 

A  note  burning  ceremony  was  held  with  Rev.  H.A.  Privette,  Direc- 
tor of  Missions,  and  Rev.  Corbin  Cooper,  former  Associational 
Moderator  and  currently  Director  of  Cooperative  Ministries  with  the 
Baptist  State  Convention,  participating.  Rev.  Bill  Voorhes,  Moderator 
during  the  time  the  was  being  built,  led  in  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving 
and  dedication. 

The  Centennial  Celebration  closed  with  the  annual  session  in  1984, 
which  was  held  at  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  on  October  25  and  at 
the  Morehead  City  First  on  October  26. 

The  session  at  Tabernacle  was  highlighted  with  a  parade  of  flags. 
Each  church  was  asked  to  make  a  flag  representing  that  church.  Later 
in  the  program,  each  church  was  recognized  and  a  representative  from 
the  church  gave  a  brief  explanation  of  the  meaning  of  their  flag.  Twen- 
ty-four churches  were  represented. 

Rev.  John  Privott,  former  Director  of  Missions  for  the  Atlantic  As- 
sociation, was  the  keynote  speaker.  Before  his  message,  he  presented 
the  Association  with  a  Bible  that  was  used  in  the  Chaplaincy  Program 
at  Eastern  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital,  New  Bern  during  the  late 
fifties. 

Plaques  were  presented  from  the  Association  to  Rev.  John  Privott 
and  Rev.  H.A.  Privette  for  their  service  to  the  Association  as  Direc- 
tor of  Missions. 

Marion  Sykes,  Cherry  Point  Baptist  Church,  wrote  and  directed  a 
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drama  that  portrayed  the  organizational  meeting  and  other  historic 
meetings  of  the  Association.  Members  of  the  Cherry  Point  Church 
presented  the  drama.  This  was  presented  at  Tabernacle  Church  and 
was  entitled,  "A  Walk  Through  History." 

Gavels  and  knockers  were  presented  to  the  association  from  Mrs. 
Mary  Jane  Wright.  They  had  special  meaning  in  that  the  wood  for 
the  gavels  came  from  an  oak  tree  at  Sandy  Creek  Baptist  Church,  and 
the  knockers  were  made  from  wood  from  River  Bend  Baptist  Church. 
The  tree  from  Sandy  Creek  had  been  cut  down  due  to  being  struck  by 
lightening  and  the  tree  dated  back  to  the  1700s.  The  Sandy  Creek 
gavels  represented  the  first  association  in  North  Carolina  and  the 
knockers  represented  the  latest  church  in  the  Atlantic  to  be  organized 
into  a  church.  Rev.  Clyde  Case,  pastor  of  National  Avenue  Baptist 
Church,  and  Mr.  Dennis  Piltman,  member  of  National  Avenue,  made 
the  gavels  and  knockers.  The  River  Bend  Church  was  organized 
January  1,  1984. 

A  display  case  was  purchased  and  placed  in  the  Associational 
Center  for  the  purpose  of  displaying  historical  artifacts.  Souvenir 
booklets  were  prepared  for  the  Centennial  Meetings. 

Other  historical  events  among  the  churches  were: 

Colony- 10th  anniversary 
Calvary-lOth  anniversary 

River  Bend-Constituted  a  church  on  January  1,  1984. 
Beaufort  Church- 13 3rd  anniversary 

Smyrna-called  the  first  full-time  pastor  in  the  150  year  church  his- 
tory. 

Because  of  a  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  the  Association  and 
the  printer,  the  history  was  not  published.  The  idea  was  not  aban- 
doned but  temporarily  postponed. 

Director  of  Missions  Retires 

The  association  turned  the  final  page  in  another  chapter  of  its  his- 
tory when  Rev.  H.A.  Privette,  Director  of  Missions,  retired  after  23 
years  of  service.  During  his  tenure,  the  Association  grew  spiritually 
and  numerically,  but  the  greatest  area  of  growth  was  in  Mission  Out- 
reach and  Mission  Awareness.  His  time  of  service  was  long  and  his 
constant  desire  was  to  reach  out  and  minister  to  those  in  need,  both 
physically  and  spiritually.  He  accepted  the  call  in  1963  and  retired 
December  1985. 

Historical  Highlights  1984-1985 

The  major  emphasis  for  1984-1985  was  evangelism  with  special 
focus  on  the  Good  News  America  Revivals  to  be  held  in  1986. 

A  ministry  to  the  Orientals  and  Hispanics  continued  to  be  an  on- 
going ministry  in  the  Havelock-Cherry  Point  area.  Two  workers  were 
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secured  with  the  help  of  the  State  Convention.  Sumiko  Sidelinger  was 
employed  to  work  with  orientals  and  Evan  Johnson  was  employed  to 
work  with  the  Hispanic. 

A  new  mission  was  started  in  Havelock  under  the  direction  of  New- 
port Baptist  Church.  The  association  assisted  with  finances  and  a 
meeting  place  for  the  mission. 

Fred  Bertram  of  Calvary  Baptist 
Church  went  to  Togo,  Africa  as  a  mis- 
sion volunteer.  Mr.  Tom  Watson  of 
Pollocks ville  Baptist  Church  also 
went.  Mr.  Watson  was  sponsored  by 
financial  gifts  from  various  churches 
in  the  association  and  the  Associa- 
tional  WMU.  His  immediate  sponsor 
was  his  home  church,  which  had  a  spe- 
cial commissioning  service  for  him. 

The  Associational  WMU  sponsored 
a  bus  tour  of  the  churches.  This  was 
a  new  project  and  proved  most  help- 
rp       w  .  ful.  The  tour,  held  once  every  quarter, 

toured  a  certain  number  of  churches 
each  quarter  until  all  churches  had  been  visited.  Each  church  had  the 
pastor  and  members  on  hand  to  give  a  tour  of  that  church  and  gave 
a  brief  history  of  the  church.  Local  church  buses  were  used,  and  the 
tour  only  cost  a  couple  dollars-enough  to  cover  gas  and  a  driver.  The 
WMU  also  received  offerings  for  "Tools  for  Togo."  They  received 
$1,311.67. 

The  mission  at  Bogue  Banks  organized  into  a  church  on  May  26, 
1985  and  called  Rev.  Allen  Schuyler  as  full  time  pastor. 

Cape  Carteret  ordained,  for  the  first  time  ever,  a  member  to  the 
Gospel  Ministry-Ronald  Curley  an  active  duty  naval  officer.  Rev.  Cur- 
ley  was  called  as  pastor  of  Neuse  River  Baptist  Church. 

National  Avenue  observed  its  30th  anniversary  and  became  debt 
free.  New  Bern  First  observed  their  175th  anniversary.  Smyrna  ob- 
served 155th  anniversary.  Temple  Church  observed  their  30th  an- 
niversary. 

1985-1986-Highlights 

The  year  1985-1986  might  be  labeled  as  the  "Seek  and  Find"  year. 
The  association  found  itself  seeking  a  new  Director  of  Missions  and 
the  leaders  had  to  stop,  regroup  and  reflect  on  what  direction  they 
were  going.  For  the  past  23  years  there  had  always  been  someone  to 
point  the  direction  and  now  there  was  no  one. 

The  Mission  Committee  began  the  task  of  seeking  God's  will  in 
their  search  for  a  new  leader.  Literally  hundreds  of  applications  were 
studied;  many  were  interviewed.  After  months  of  prayer  and  study, 
the  search  ended. 

At  a  called  meeting  on  May  8,  1986,  Rev.  Keith  Hamilton  was  u- 
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nanimously  extended  the  call.  He  accepted  and  began  his  duties  July 
1,  1986.  An  installation  service  and  reception  for  Rev.  Hamilton  was 
held  at  Temple  Baptist  Church  on  July  20,  1986  at  4:00  p.m. 

The  Associational  WMU  received  donations  from  church  WMU 
groups  and  with  the  financial  gifts  was  able  to  furnish  the  kitchen  at 
the  Associational  Center. 

Good  News  Revivals  were  held  with  28  churches  participating. 
Results  of  the  revivals  were  as  follows: 

Scripture  Distributed  1614 

New  persons  enrolled  in  Sunday  School  113 

Professions  of  Faith  80 

Rededications  612 

Transfer  of  Membership  32 

Certainly  that  was  a  time  of  transition  and  a  new  day  was  dawn- 
ing for  the  Atlantic  Association. 

Associational  strategy  planning  was  adopted  by  the  Executive 
Committee  as  a  method  for  charting  the  future  course  of  the  Associa- 
tion. The  committee,  with  the  help  of  Rev.  Hamilton,  felt  that  strategy 
planning  would  help  the  Association  determine  which  ministry  oppor- 
tunities could  be  accomplished  effectively.  Money  totaling  $18,000.00 
was  budgeted  to  help  start  missions  and  help  struggling  churches  be- 
come more  established. 

A  new  Equipment  Committee  was  appointed  with  the  task  of  in- 
stalling a  new  telephone  system  and  purchasing  a  computer  for  the 
Associational  Center. 

Plans  were  made  to  begin  a  weekly  program  on  Vision  Cable  in 
January  1987.  The  primary  focus  of  the  program  was  to  be  mission- 
ary education  and  leadership  training. 

Bold  steps  were  taken  by  all  organizations  and  fruits  of  their  min- 
istry was  evident  with  churches  being  planted  and  established  chur- 
ches growing  in  outreach  and  increased  membership. 

The  Associational  WMU  had  two  special  services  in  1986.  In 
January  1986,  the  WMU  observed  the  100th  anniversary  of  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  of  North  Carolina.  The  anniversary  celebration  was 
held  at  the  National  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  with  Mrs.  Kay  Kanouff, 
Associational  WMU  Director  presiding.  Dress  for  the  day  was  1800's 
costume.  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Wright  gave  a  slide  presentation  of  WMU 
history  both  in  the  state  and  in  the  Atlantic  Association.  Mrs.  Kanouff 
narrated  a  fashion  parade  and  as  the  models  displayed  their  unique 
outfits  to  those  present,  she  gave  historical  data  for  that  year.  Ladies 
from  local  churches  served  as  models.  Rev.  John  Thompson,  Associa- 
tional Music  Director,  led  the  group  in  an  old-fashioned  song  fest. 
Lunch  was  served  by  the  host  church  and  over  200  registered  for  the 
event. 

In  April  1986,  the  Associational  WMU  Annual  Meeting  met  at 
Tabernacle  Baptist  Church.  The  Centennial  Celebration  of  North 
Carolina  WMU  continued.  The  highlight  of  the  meeting  was  Miss 
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Carolyn  Weatherford  delivering  the  keynote  address.  Miss  Weather- 
ford  served  as  Executive  Director  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union, 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  A  quilt  was  presented  to  Miss  Weather- 
ford  from  the  Associational  WMU.  The  quilt  was  made  by  women  of 
various  churches.  It  had  a  line  drawing  of  each  church,  WMU 
emblems,  and  the  Centennial  logo.  Pillows  with  the  Centennial  logo 
were  presented  to  Miss  Weatherford  and  Mrs.  Kanouff. 

1986-1987— Growing  Together 

Growing  together  was  exactly  what  the  churches  of  the  Atlantic 
Association  did  in  1986-1987. 

Fifty  people  were  appointed  to  serve  on  an  associational  strategy 
planning  committee.  They  were  assigned  the  task  of  establishing  goals 
for  the  next  five  years.  The  various  committees  met  and  set  goals.  At 
the  annual  meeting  October  29, 1987  the  goals  were  presented  and  ap- 
proved. The  following  goals  were  adopted: 

October  1,  1987-September  30,  1992 

Atlantic  Baptist  Associational  Goals 

Establishing  a  Network  of  Key  Relationships 

1.  Target  annually  for  associational  assistance  an  established  church 
with  under  100  in  Sunday  School  and  a  new  church  start. 

2.  Schedule  Director  of  Missions  small  church-new  church  contracts 
periodically. 

3.  Increase  percentage  of  attendance  to  monthly  minister's  con- 
ference by  25  percent  by  September  30,  1992. 

4.  Educate  associational  churches  as  to  the  need  for  a  Church  and 
Community  Director  by  1990. 

5.  Identify  key  community  care  givers  with  whom  relationships 
should  be  established  by  October  1,  1988. 

6.  Develop  cluster  fellowships  for  ministers  by  October  1,  1989. 

7.  Develop  civic  interest  and  responsibility  by  providing  current 
names  and  addresses  of  elected  officials  to  churches. 

8.  Encourage  attendance  and  involvement  at  the  State/Southern 
Baptist  Convention  level. 

Reaching  People 

1.  Start  10  new  works  within  next  5  years. 

2.  Increase  baptisms  by  10  percent  each  year  within  next  5  years. 

3.  Set  up  annual  "Performance"  type  booths  at  community/area  flea 
markets,  festivals,  etc. 

4.  Have  at  least  1  symposium  on  "Confronting  the  Cults"  utilizing 
a  well-known  experts. 

Ministering 
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1.  Employ  a  Church  and  Community  Ministries  Director  by  the  year 
1990. 

2.  Develop  an  on- going  youth  ministry  to  begin  by  October  1, 1988. 

3.  Develop  an  on- going  Single's  Ministry  to  begin  by  October  1, 
1988. 

4.  Develop  an  on-going  Senior  Adult  Ministry  to  begin  by  October 
1,  1988. 

5.  Develop  and  conduct  a  Couple's  Retreat  annually. 

6.  Develop  a  ministry  among  the  "special"  needs  persons  in  the  as- 
sociation by  October  1,  1988. 

Developing  a  Resource  Support  System 

1.  Conduct  an  annual  Stewardship  Emphasis. 

2.  Increase  church  giving  to  the  Association  to  5  percent  by  Septem- 
ber 30,  1992. 

3.  Provide  job   descriptions   for   every   prospective   associational 
worker  annually. 

4.  Increase  participation  in  the  executive  committee,  Annual,  and 
Midyear  meetings  by  25  percent  by  September  30,  1992. 

Developing  Believers 

1.  Have  10  additional  churches  participate  in  Deacon/Family  Mini- 
stry plan. 

2.  Have  1,500  people  enrolled  in  Church  Training. 

3.  Have  10,000  enrolled  in  Sunday  School. 

4.  Have  2,000  enrolled  in  WMU. 

5.  Have  1,200  enrolled  in  Brotherhood. 

6.  Have  1,900  enrolled  in  Church  Music. 

Rev.  Evan  Johnson,  Director  of  Hispanic  Ministries,  resigned  to 
further  his  education  at  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

Mrs.  Carol  Baker  was  employed  to  serve  as  Associational  Director 
of  Resort  Ministries  for  Carteret  County.  The  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion would  provide  half  her  salary.  Her  work  would  begin  in  June  1988. 

First  Baptist,  Broad  Creek  (established)  and  McCotter  Blvd.  Chapel 
(new)  were  recognized  as  "churches  of  the  year"  for  1987-  1988  for  as- 
sociational assistance.  The  association  also  approved  to  lend  assis- 
tance to  or  be  partners  with  Victory  Chapel,  Long  Island,  New  York 
in  1987-1988;  New  Mexico  in  1988-89;  Midwest  Baptist  Association, 
Alberta,  Canada  in  1989-1990. 

The  Associational  Budget  for  1986-1987  was  $113,440.00  with 
$37,300  projected  for  Mission  Advance. 

Missionary  Vision — A  Step  of  Faith 

The  history  of  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Association  moves  into  1988 
with  great  expectations  of  Missionary  Outreach.  Yes,  it  is  a  step  of 
faith  as  the  churches  continue  to  grow  and  work  together  seeking  to 
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boldly  labor  as  God  leads.  The  goals  set  by  the  Strategy  Planning 
Committee  in  1986  were  staggering  at  first  glance.  As  has  been  the 
case  for  many  years,  total  commitment  from  individuals  and  churches 
produces  a  harmony  and  unity  that  allows  God  to  move  through  his 
servants  and  accomplish  the  impossible. 

From  an  area  missionary  planting  seeds  in  Jones,  Craven  and 
Carteret  County  in  1881,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  souls  have  been 
touched  through  the  desire  of  God's  chosen  people  to  "reach  out  and 
touch." 

From  the  establishment  of  a  small  church  in  New  Bern  in  1809,  to 
1987  marks  178  years  of  Baptist  witness  in  this  section  of  Eastern 
North  Carolina. 

No  matter  how  many  Director  of  Missions;  no  matter  how  many 
pastors;  no  matter  how  many  good  programs;  the  bottom  line  is  this: 
The  progress  of  Christianity  is  based  on  the  individual  and  how  they 
respond  to  the  "Good  News."  The  testimony  of  a  Christian  is  not  some- 
thing a  person  keeps  in  a  special  treasure  chest  stored  away  in  a  secret 
place  and  only  brought  out  on  special  occasions.  It  must  be  heard 
daily.  Discipleship  is  a  continual,  daily  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ 
and  that  relationship  is  full  of  joy,  peace,  love,  prayer,  service  and  a 
constant  desire  to  share  it  with  others. 

What  is  the  future  of  the  Atlantic  Baptist  Association?  The  future 
is  as  big  and  as  bold  as  the  mind  dare  imagine. 

Just  as  our  forefathers  worked  and  struggled  to  share  the  gospel, 
Baptists  in  1988  must  join  the  Cooperative  efforts  of  Baptist 
everywhere  to  take  the  gospel  to  all  the  land,  even  if  it  takes  another 
century  of  service. 
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Presentation  of  Centennial  Quilt  to  Carolyn  Weatherford 
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APPENDIX 


1.  Church  Digest  of  Letters 

2.  Map  of  the  Association 

3.  Historical  Tables 

4.  1987-1988  Associational  Budget 
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ATLANTIC  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 
1987-1988  BUDGET 


A.   MISSION  ADVANCE 

1.  Seaman's  Center 

500.00 

2.  Resort  Ministry 

550.00 

3.  Hispanic  Ministry 

3600.00 

4.  Japanese  Ministry 

4920.00 

5.  McCotter  Blvd.  Chapel 

4800.00 

6.  Church  Needs 

2400.00 

7.  New  Church  Starts 

13000.00 

8.  East  Carteret  Chapel 

2400.00 

B.    OFFICE  AND  OPERATIONAL  EXPENSES 

1.  Office  Equip,  and  Furn. 

1000.00 

2.  Printing  (Minutes) 

900.00 

3.  Office  Supplies 

5000.00 

4.  Postage 

2000.00 

5.  Kitch./Hospitality 

500.00 

6.  Utilities 

5000.00 

7.  Main,  of  Equip. /Property 

4000.00 

8.  Building  Insurance 

500.00 

C.    PERSONNEL  SALARIES 

1.  DOM's  Salary 

17000.00 

2.  Secretary's  Salary 

11000.00 

3.  DOM's  Housing  Allowance 

11000.00 

4.  DOM's  Utility  Allowance 

2100.00 

D.   MINISTRY  EXPENSES 

1.  Secretary  Relief 

400.00 

2.  Staff  Social  Security 

1310.00 

3.  DOM's  Car  Reimbursement 

4300.00 

4.  Secretary's  Car  Reimbursement 

300.00 

5.  DOM  Conference  Expense 

1000.00 

6.  Sec.  Training  Conference 

350.00 

E.    PERSONNEL  BENEFITS 

1.  DOM's  Insurance 

2400.00 

2.  Secretary's  Insurance 

610.00 

3.  DOM's  Retirement 

3010.00 

F.    EDUCATION  AND  PROMOTION 

1.  Sunday  School 

400.00 

2.  Church  Training 

200.00 

3.  Woman's  Missionary  Union 

600.00 

4.  Brotherhood 

400.00 

5.  Music 

200.00 
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6.  Media/TACMO  175.00 

7.  Evangelism  Promotion  300.00 

8.  Youth  Activity  100.00 

9.  Annual/Midyear  Meetings  100.00 
10. Stewardship  Promotion  75.00 
11. Key  Leadership  Conf.  350.00 
12.Vacation  Bible  School  200.00 
13.Associational  History  50.00 

G.   MISCELLANEOUS  500.00 

TOTAL  109500.00 
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Interview  Via  Telephone  &  Personal  Correspondence 

Mr.  Wister  Hamilton- Assnl.  WMU 
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Nancy  Curtis- Woman's  Missionary  Union 
Executive  Direction 
North  Carolina  WMU 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina 

Elgee  Bentley,  Archivist 
National  WMU  Headquarters 
Birmingham,  Alabama 
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Dargan  Carver  Library 
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Dr.  John  Woodard,  Director 
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Personal  Interviews 

Mrs.  Alonzo  Salter— WMU 

Mrs.  Kay  Kanouff-WMU 

Mrs.  Irene  Chance— WMU 

Mrs.  Alvirada  Lee— WMU 

Mrs.  Lucille  Pate- WMU 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Loftin— WMU 

Mrs.  Maxine  Manus— WMU 

Mrs.  Macie  Smith- WMU 

Mrs.  Nancy  Holzworth— WMU 

Mrs.  Joyce  Stainback— WMU 

Mrs.  Essie  Dickens— WMU 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Davis— WMU 

Mrs.  Nina  Dixon— WMU 

Mrs.  G.  P.  Midyette-WMU 

Mrs.  Donald  Hadley— Literacy  Missions 

Mrs.  Paul  Bullard— Resort  Missions 

Mrs.  Edward  Hill— Resort  Missions 

Mrs.  Polly  Privette— Literacy  Misisons 

Rev.  H.  A.  Privette— Migrant  Missions 

Mr.  Dallas  Cowell— Migrant  Missions 

Mr.  Fletcher  Wright— Migrant  Missions 

Rev.  Harry  Crump— Baptist  Hospital 

Rev.  Alec  Thompson— Baptist  Hospital 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wingate— Baptist  Hospital 

Mrs.  Dennis  Pittman— Baptist  Hospital 

Mr.  George  Griffin— Associational  Center 

Rev.  Pat  Kelly— Associational  Center 

Dr.  Donald  Hadley— Associational  Center 

Mrs.  Ann  McDonald— Associational  Center 

Mrs.  Belva  Williams— Associational  Schools 

Mrs.  Rubelle  Wingate— Associational  Schools 

Rev.  Buford  Lewis— Nursing  Home  Ministry 

Mrs.  Gail  Edge— Nursing  Home  Ministry 

Rev.  Clyde  Case— Friendship  House 

Mrs.  Linda  Staunch— Friendship  House 
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